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  UNLIKELY THINGS FOR A VET TO SAY




  ‘Good news! I managed to cut your pet lizard free from that weird bowl he’d got himself trapped in . . . oh, your pet tortoise?’




  ‘I’ve injected your hamster with adrenalin. Not for health reasons, but we’ve had a power cut, and him going round that wheel is our only hope of generating any

  electricity.’




  ‘It’s an unusual injury for this sort of animal – your snail’s got whiplash.’




  ‘I’m afraid we’ve run out of goldfish bowls, so I’ve put Goldie into this liquidizer, where he’ll be . . . DON’T TOUCH THAT SWITCH!’




  ‘I see that your two dogs are called Marks and Spencer – oh, that’s right, they’re a pair of boxers.’




  ‘I’m sorry to say that Timmy needs a new set of hips – and that’s quite a major operation for a tarantula.’




  ‘First, I’m going to remove this leg . . . give it back to the postman . . . and then I’m going to put your dangerous Rottweiler to sleep.’




  ‘I’m afraid I’m going to put your horse down – he’s far too heavy, and he’s making my arms ache.’




  ‘I meant “put the dog down on the chair”.’




  ‘Good news, Doctor, just two patients left to see, the python and the white mouse . . . no, just the python.’




  ‘Nice try, Mrs Henderson, I’m not putting him down. I can see it’s just your father-in-law with fur stuck on him.’




  ‘Do you want Rover’s body back? Only he’d look great as a rug in front of my fire.’




  ‘The operation on the pit bull’s stomach was a success and we’ve managed to get the face back out.’




  ‘It says on the form that you’re married, Madam, yet you’ve brought in six cats with you.’




  ‘The results are back in from your pet rabbit. Apparently it was delicious.’




  ‘I know that it’s technically a hamster, but if you want it removed from there you need to go to casualty.’




  ‘This badger has been gassed. That’s because Ratty had the three-bean salad.’




  ‘I’ve flushed little Goldie down the lavatory – it’s not easy getting a Labrador round the U-bend, but I did manage it in the end.’




  





  UNLIKELY THINGS TO READ IN AN OBITUARY




  

    A LOVING FATHER, AND VERY NEARLY THE WORLD RECORD HOLDER FOR THE LONGEST JUMP BETWEEN TWO BUILDINGS.




    HE NEVER MARRIED, AS HE PREFERRED SHAGGING AN ENDLESS STREAM OF MODELS.




    DAVID DICKINSON’S FUNERAL WAS YESTERDAY. THE COFFIN WAS LOWERED INTO THE GROUND; SIX FEET LONG, HEAVILY VARNISHED AND MAHOGANY . . . DAVID WILL BE SORELY MISSED.




    A LOVING MOTHER, GRANDMOTHER, GREAT-GRANDMOTHER AND GREAT-GREAT-GRANDMOTHER. GONE TOO SOON.




    OLIVER REED WILL BE CREMATED AT THREE O’CLOCK THIS AFTERNOON, AND IS EXPECTED TO GO OUT SOMETIME NEXT TUESDAY.




    LOVING WIFE, AND SISTER, OF BRIAN. WITH LOVE FROM ALL IN NORWICH.




    NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPING, AT THE WHEEL OF THE TRUCK. THEN DEAD.




    NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPING. BUT WE BURIED HIM ANYWAY.




    GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: GEORGE . . . UM, GEORGE . . . IT’S ON THE TIP OF MY TONGUE . . .




    GONE! HE’S GONE. THOSE BLOODY GRAVE-ROBBERS.


  




  





  BAD THINGS TO SAY AT CUSTOMS




  ‘I hear you can’t bring meat into this country. What am I going to do with this eighteen inches in my pants?’




  ‘Occupation? Not sure how to describe it, really. . . I’ll just put “The Jackal”.’




  ‘Stick your hand up my arse? Ha! Yeah? You and whose army? . . . Oh, them.’




  ‘Eh? I thought you could take heroin in, if it was under 100ml?’




  ‘Yes, I have got something to declare. I declare you are a wanker.’




  ‘Excuse me – if my cocaine is from Europe, do I go through the blue channel?’




  ‘Oh, get a real job, you perv.’




  ‘Smuggling something in? No, you are! Terrorist? Look who’s talking!’




  ‘OK – it begins with S, it’s up my arse, and it rhymes with “hemtex”.’




  ‘I don’t know how long I’ll be here. I just have instructions to meet a man called Kerim in a hotel lobby, and await orders from the Ayatollah.’




  ‘Did I pack these bags? Nein, I voz helped by der Führer.’




  





  AN UNLIKELY GUIDE TO

  KEEPING TROPICAL FISH




  For a special treat, pour a smoothie slowly into the fish tank. They love that.




  However much you feel you want to – and you will often feel this urge – try not to get into the bowl with the goldfish.




  Pages 77–649: Recipes




  If the fish gets bigger than the tank, then you need to stop feeding it.




  Fish love to be taken out of the water occasionally and stroked.




  One good, solid name for a fish is Edward. It is unpretentious and will give it confidence for life.




  One good way to give your fish proper exercise is to take it to the local swimming baths two or three times a week.




  Try to discourage bad habits by forbidding your fish to sleep in a bed with you. If it must be in the bedroom, then let it sleep in the false-teeth mug.




  Training your fish is difficult, and requires diligence and hours of patience. If it refuses to cooperate, take it out of the water until it changes its mind.




  Always address your fish as ‘ma’am’, or at least ‘she’. A fish is not an ‘it’.




  Try to encourage your male fish to swim around a lot to let off steam. Female fish should be guided into areas of domestic usefulness such as cooking, cleaning or flower-arranging.




  If a fin falls off, just glue it back. Your fish will thank you in the long run.




  When it comes to fish, no means no.




  Some of my happiest afternoon walks have been with my fish in tow.




  In an emergency, most fish are of little help. Make plans that don’t include them.




  One way to monitor your fish’s progress is to give it weekly tests.




  Fish have very short memories, so buying them gifts and doing them favours are of little, if any value.




  They may be old wives’ tales, but some old rhymes contain a lot of sense: ‘Fish, fish, clean them out, the less you do the more they shout, the more they pout the less

  they’ll do and soon you’ll be flushing them down the loo’.




  Don’t keep your fish just for yourself. Show people how much you love them – and I don’t just mean by balancing them on your penis.




  If your fish are getting too frisky, put the bowl in the freezer. There’s nothing better to cool the little bastards down.




  





  UNLIKELY THINGS TO HEAR

  IN HOSPITAL




  ‘The penis is looking rather swollen; I’ll put it away, shall I, Nurse, and go and examine the patient.’




  ‘OK then, Captain Birdseye: open wide and say “Arrrrrrrr”.’




  ‘Well, Mr Inverdale, good news – I think we’ve managed to get Marion Bartoli’s tennis racquet out of your arse.’




  ‘Well, we’ve operated on your scrotum, Mr Jagger . . . what? That’s his face?’




  ‘Enjoy your stay in hospital. And remember to keep a supply of pound coins on you at all times – the beds are on a meter now.’




  ‘Mr Gascoigne, that sanitizing wash is for cleaning your hands, not drinking.’




  ‘Well, Mr Jones, we had to remove ten feet of your lower intestine. The important thing now is that you keep fit – what are you like at skipping?’




  ‘OK, nurses, as your teacher this is possibly the best piece of advice I can ever give you: “Milk, milk, lemonade, round the corner, chocolate’s made”.’




  ‘Let’s just do this smear test. I can see you’ve had quite a few children, Mrs Smith . . . ith . . . ith . . . ith. Echo! . . . echo . . . echo . . .’




  ‘As part of Bring Your Child to Work Day, little Keith will be preparing your colonoscopy.’




  





  BAD TITLES FOR MEMOIRS




  

    

      Froome with a View – Not Very Exciting Photos Taken by Britain’s Best Cyclist Off His Bike




      Westlife – The Autobiography of Fred and Rose West




      Argie Bargie – Diego Maradona Takes a Narrowboat Holiday through Britain’s Historic Canals and Waterways




      Farage Sale by Nigel Farage




      Fred and Ginger – Footballing Tales from Brazilian Striker Fred and His Old Mucker Paul Scholes




      The Heighway Code – The Story of Former Liverpool and Ireland Winger Steve Heighway




      The Science of Sleep – An Examination of Dancer Wayne Sleep




      Drawing a Blank – Various Portraits of Former Lloyds Chairman Sir Victor Blank




      Gerrard’s Cross – The Liverpool and England Midfielder Reveals His Frustration at the 2013–14 Season




      A Thousand Splendid Sons – The Story of Britain’s Most Prolific Sperm Donor




      These Boots Were Made for Walken – The Memories of Hollywood’s Finest Cobbler




      Batt ’n’ Berg – More Adventures with ‘The Wombling Song’ Writer Mike Batt and Norwegian Central Defender Henning Berg




      Kenneth Clarke Ha Ha Ha! – All the Finest Jokes from the Roly-Poly Tory Grandee




      Alliss in Wonderland – Golf Thoughts from the BBC’s Veteran Commentator, while Taking Mescaline




      Hideous Fat Paedophile – The Cyril Smith Story




      A Brief History of Thyme by Delia Smith




      A Lovely Lovely Lad – The George Galloway Story




      The Silence of the Lambs – Former England Cricketer Allan Lamb and Place in the Sun star Amanda Lamb spend a month in a Trappist monastery




      I Did It My Wahey by Eric Morecambe


    


  




  





  UNLIKELY THINGS TO HEAR ON A BUSINESS PROGRAMME




  

    

      

        

          ‘The interest rate has plummeted, but that’s what happens when you watch a boring business programme.’




          ‘So, Dragons, that’s the design for my new calculator. I would like [taps figures into calculator] thrumpty-five pounds for eleventy-two per cent of the

          business.’




          ‘Time for our feature on junk Bonds. That George Lazenby wasn’t much good.’




          ‘Put your shoes back on, Susan. That’s it from the Footsie.’




          ‘Time for a discussion on the latest Euro problem: it stings when I pee.’




          ‘Brian has come on Dragons’ Den to pitch a TV show about four dead-eyed, grumpy millionaires.’




          ‘Fred is trying to impress the Dragons with his design for a sawn-off shotgun, and he seems to have got the £100,000 he was after.’




          ‘Can you send the candidates in now . . . can you send the cand . . . can you . . . bloody Amstrad machines.’




          ‘So that’s a double whammy for pensioners struggling with the dilemma of “Heat or Eat”, as there’s been a massive increase in the price of gas and

          cat food.’




          ‘Now for the latest from the door furniture company “Knobs and Knockers”, who have offered a profits warning, despite getting millions of hits on the

          Internet.’




          ‘And remember: the value of shares may go down, as well as plummet.’




          ‘Once again it was a rocky day for the pound, largely due to those c**ts in the banking world.’




          ‘Unfortunately, Stephanie Flanders has left us to take up a highly paid job in the city. But don’t worry, we’ve still got Robert Peston, and he’s promised to

          start wearing thigh-high leather boots too.’




          ‘OK, Dragons, here’s my pitch. It’s a TV show in which a bunch of smarmy, ruthless, rich pricks sit in judgement over desperate, poor morons for the public’s

          gratification.’


        


      


    


  




  





  UNLIKELY SMALL ADS




  

    

      

        

          FOR SALE: sail. Sale!




          Are you looking for a cure for your gullibility? Send your bank details to . . .




          We offer cut-price liposuction. Also, wanted: second-hand vacuum cleaner.




          FOR SALE: two tons of three-eyed fish. Apply the Fukushima Sardine Company, Japan.




          Come to Britain’s biggest umbrella market. Indoors if wet.




          MISSING CAT: old grey tabby, totally deaf, answers to nothing.




          Have you seen my missing dog? If not, do you want a job fetching my slippers and newspaper?




          Do you want a newborn puppy? Buyer collects. Hurry down to the canal, I reckon you’ve got about ten minutes.




          Horse for sale. Will make lovely pet. Or lasagne.




          Fickle eight-year-old, will swap red scarf for light blue.




          Escort available by the hour – or, if you want something bigger, a Mondeo.




          Live under the flight path? We’ll fix the holes in your roof caused by falling frozen stowaways.




          Make a date with other people who wear lenses: contact Contact Contacts.




          Brand new club. Pole dancing, £10; Albanian dancing, £3.50.




          Had a baby in the last few weeks? Buy a unique gift of a newspaper from the day it was born. Comes with other newspapers from that week, plus empty milk cartons and takeaway

          containers.




          FOR SALE: bagpipes. Any offer accepted. Please contact my neighbour.




          WANTED: chef to produce Waldorf salad. Apples, walnuts, grapes. Celery negotiable.




          FOR SALE: mug with slogan, ‘World’s Greatest Dad’. No longer needed, as kids have been taken into care.




          Amusing book for sale: ‘How To Make Crank Calls’. To order, phone the number below and ask for Mike Hunt.




          FOR SALE: John Lennon’s widow. £10 ONO.


        


      


    


  




  





  TIPS ON WORKPLACE ETIQUETTE




  Learn names, and learn them quickly. Failing that, try and remember people with your own personal aide-memoire, such as ‘Taffy’, ‘Tits’,

  ‘Fatso’ or ‘Wanker’.




  Don’t fall asleep, EVER – unless your job is really f**king boring.




  Arrive early to work every day. This gives you a chance to rifle through everyone’s stuff, read their emails and have a sh*t in peace.




  Remember, everyone is important – even those numpties who do the admin, or those weird foreigners who clean out your bins for no money.




  Never say in an email anything you wouldn’t say to someone’s face, unless they’re bigger than you.




  Remember, there is no global work day: hours vary from country to country. However, as you are British, it is up to foreigners to fit in with your life. Feel free to ring them whenever is

  convenient.




  Don’t arrive more than five minutes early for a meeting in someone else’s office. They might be having a wank.




  Always reply to an email or phone call within 24 hours, even if it is to tell them to f**k off.




  Allways make shore that you’re grammer and speling are tottaly accurate orr people is going to think you ain’t got no idea what you is talking about.




  Don’t interrupt people, bec . . . Sorry, what did you say?




  Always stand straight, turn towards people and make eye contact when they are speaking. This should help intimidate them.




  When meeting someone for the first time, be sure to shake hands palm to palm, firmly but gently . . . that’s it . . . ooh, keep doing that, faster, faster . . .




  There is a time and a place for confrontation, and that is almost never in a meeting. It is in the toilets afterwards, using whatever weapon is at hand.




  How you treat people says a lot about you. Do you hear me, you useless c**t?




  Sexism is a danger. Always try and avoid making comments on a female co-worker’s appearance, even if you know the little popsy would love it.




  If your boss criticizes your work, request feedback as to where you could improve and always defer to their opinion. Then wank in their coffee.




  Make a habit of saying, ‘please’, ‘thank you’ and ‘you’re welcome’, e.g. ‘Please make me a cup of tea, then f**k off. Thank you. You’re

  welcome.’




  Always be kind to older colleagues. They might be dead soon, and you could take their job.




  It is extremely rude to arrive late for a meeting. It is ruder still to fart, scratch your balls and put your feet on the desk saying, ‘Who’s brewing up?’ when you do get

  there.




  If you are in the wrong, always apologize. You have plenty of time to make your colleague’s life hell in the coming years.




  





  UNLIKELY THINGS TO HEAR IN PRISON




  

    

      ‘How thoughtful – a bucket of chocolate mousse in the corner of the cell.’




      ‘Can I just have a poster of Rita Hayworth and a small rock hammer, please?’




      ‘Where’s my toothpaste? Honestly, it’s full of bloody criminals in here.’




      ‘Charles Bronson? Is he that big fat hairy ponce sat over there on his own?’




      ‘Could I have a Times and an alarm call in the morning, please?’




      ‘Adventurous? Well, I always say try anything once.’




      ‘I can’t sleep without my little fluffy bunnykins.’




      ‘I’m only in for shoplifting, but I’m actually the Cornish Ripper.’




      ‘Rangers or Celtic? I think they’re both equally awful to be honest.’




      ‘Hey! Why don’t we all do a dance to a Michael Jackson song, like they do in the Philippines? I’ll choreograph!’




      ‘I remember when it was . . . it was about a week after I murdered that old widow . . . Sh*t.’




      ‘I say, is it really necessary for you to keep reading aloud from your Koran?’




      ‘Bend over so you can scrub my back? Why, that’s incredibly helpful of you.’




      ‘Well, I used to be a policeman, then a prison officer. And then I only went and got banged up on these pesky paedophilia charges.’




      ‘Norman Stanley Fletcher . . . you’re over here, on the sex offenders’ wing.’




      ‘Oh, are you the bloke who’s getting a pardon? . . . April Fool! Ha ha!’




      ‘I’d like to use my time in prison to explore my sexuality.’




      ‘Guard! Guard! There’s a hole in my cell leading to the outside world!’




      ‘I’d like Chicken Provençal, cream of celeriac, raspberry coulis . . .’




      ‘I’m sorry, “Cruncher”, but the Feng Shui is all wrong in this cell.’
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