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Office of the Deputy Director


INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM






	DATE:

	8-4-2016






	FROM:

	GORDON COLE, Deputy Director






	TO:

	
              , Special Agent







Dear Agent                     


The accompanying material is confidential and approved for your eyes only.


The enclosed dossier was recovered on 7-17-2016 from a crime scene that is still under active investigation. All details of this situation are classified three levels above top secret.


It is being given to you for comprehensive analysis, cataloging and cross-referencing content against all known databases under Code Red measures. We need to learn and verify the person or persons responsible for compiling this dossier and we need to know it yesterday!


Background: The content of the dossier appears to have some relationship to an investigation conducted in northwest Washington State many moons ago by Special Agent Dale Cooper, who worked under my command at that time.


The case involved a series of homicides in and around a small town called Twin Peaks, most notably the murder of a young woman named Laura Palmer. That case is considered closed but aspects of it may be relevant to your work, so we are also granting you access to all of Agent Cooper’s files and tapes.


Also attached is a document highlighting previous processing of the dossier by Bureau personnel.


Roll up your sleeves and get to work on this thing—time is of the essence—and get back to me with your findings ASAP.


Sincerely Yours,
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Deputy Director Gordon Cole





P.S. When you get done with this come see me immediately. By then I may have more for you to do.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania


	CLASSIFIED














	
DATE:
      8/4/2016

	
TOPIC:
      DOSSIER PROCESSING TIMELINE

	
SUBMITTED BY:
          COLE, GORDON







SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:




The following dossier was recovered on            .


Time and location noted, but are classified as strictly NEED TO KNOW.


Field Agents             and           discovered dossier while on assignment in           . It was recovered from a crime scene that is still classified as unsolved and may have relevance to a previous crime or crimes in 1991 that is similarly classified.


Dossier was submitted to DIRECTOR on 7-17-2016.


Dossier referred by DIRECTOR to Investigations and Operations Support Section (IOSS) on 7-20-2016.


Special Agent T      P       will begin analysis and report on validity. All work will be conducted and dossier will be kept in clean room at FBI HQ.


STATED PRIORITY: Identify person or persons who compiled dossier.


CONFIRMED: Special Agent TP has completed all required background checks, and filed completed forms SF-86 and FD-258.


CONFIRMED: Special Agent TP adjudicated for Top Secret security clearance as of 2009 and approved for adjunct liaison with Special Task Force B         and all related files, per Crypto Clearance 12.


CONFIRMED: Special Agent TP will report exclusively to head of Special Task Force B and to DIRECTOR.


CONFIRMED: Special Agent TP begins first analysis on 8-5-16.


All comments and annotations will be included and initialed.
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ANALYST’S INTRODUCTORY REMARKS:


The following constitute my thoughts after a cursory examination of the dossier and ahead of beginning the work at hand:


Means, methodology and motivation for compilation of these documents and ephemera will be commented upon throughout and initialed (TP) as separate entries in the margins. All content is presented here in the order in which it appears in the original dossier, without revision. This order of the documents, as far as can be ascertained at first glance, appears to be chronological and as a result presents a direct, if intermittent, sense of historical narrative. As to what this narrative conveys, as stated I will present my comments throughout.


The author or authors self-identifies in the body of the MS as “The Archivist.” Given the scope of the dossier and the way in which the Archivist organized it, I will attempt to offer summaries within the body of the work as I proceed.


The dossier was discovered inside a carbon steel lockbox, 17 × 11 × 3. Lockbox was not a standard size and does not appear to be of any known commercial manufacture. It also features a highly sophisticated triple locking mechanism that required extensive efforts to crack.


It is my considered opinion that this lockbox may have been personally fashioned by the person identified within as the Archivist.


The dossier itself fits snugly inside the margins of the box, further suggesting that the lockbox was custom made to accommodate it.


The dossier is contained and bound within a book-shaped ledger, which also appears to be of sophisticated self-manufacture. Its embossed cover is fashioned from boards encased in dark green cloth.
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It appears well-worn, suggesting it had at some point been exposed to the elements. Nevertheless—fortunately—upon closer examination once opened, a fully sealed and vulcanized boxlike encasement around the top, bottom and fore edges kept the ledger’s contents entirely free from damage.


The only visible ornamentation on the entire ledger appears on the spine and is pictured at right.


Measuring less than one-half inch and apparently hand-tooled, it depicts a series of triangles, the purpose or meaning of which at first view remains unclear.
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INSIDE THE LEDGER ITSELF


The documents presented inside appear to be excellent facsimiles of the originals. A few appear to be originals and, by virtue of their age, fragile, but all contents will be returned exactly as they originally appeared.


Each page is covered by a clear plastic membrane (.02 mil thick, measured by digital micrometer), which appears to be of standard manufacture, although the unusual size suggests the membranes were also custom fitted.


This membrane holds each document in place. No glues or tapes were used to affix the documents to the neutrally colored pages, which are all made from paper of the same, uniform thickness, similar to construction paper.


Closer examination of the edges of both the membranes and pages suggests they were cut by hand and not mass produced.


Most of the documents appear one to a page, leaving room above and below for annotations, presumably made by the Archivist. These appear regularly throughout the dossier.


The dossier appears to be divided into easily identified and sub-headed sections. They will be presented here in their original form and order. I intend to include my own comments in the margins. These will include fact checking, analysis and occasionally personal reactions or comments. Whenever possible, documents will be traced to their alleged original source and verified. Any instances of documents that prove resistant to verification will be duly noted.


It is my intention that engaging with the contents in this manner will achieve the stated and desired outcome: determining the identity of the Archivist.




Sworn and notarized before me on this day, 8-28-16,
Special Agent T      P      


[image: ]







THE DOSSIER







*** OPENING STATEMENT:1



A wise man once told me that mystery is the most essential ingredient of life, for the following reason: mystery creates wonder, which leads to curiosity, which in turn provides the ground for our desire to understand who and what we truly are.


The search for meaning at the heart of life brings us to the contemplation of an eternal enigma. Mysteries are the stories we tell ourselves to contend with life’s resistance to our longing for answers. Mysteries abound. This continent, this country, our own earthly origins are all laden with them, underlying our existence, pre-dating all our childish notions of “history.” Mythology precedes our access to historical or scientific fact, and, we know now, fulfilled much the same function for earlier civilizations – providing meaning in the face of a remorseless, indifferent universe – but in the absence of scientifically verifiable fact it is necessary to sometimes view them as one and the same.


So it is best to start at the beginning.


So signed and duly sworn:


THE ARCHIVIST2




1  There is no title page, author page, table of contents, index or appendices anywhere in the ledger. Nothing except the frequent interstitial interpretative comments by “The Archivist” and the following opening statement, which functions as a kind of “foreword” before the first “section”–TP


2  This is the only handwritten portion of the dossier, and block printing is impossible to trace to an individual. The typed sections appear to be the product of the same manual typewriter, most likely a Corona Super G, a popular, lightweight portable model which was first manufactured in the 1970s.
    The dossier then simply begins with the first series of documents–TP













*I* EXCERPT FROM THE EXPEDITION JOURNALS OF WILLIAM CLARK AND MERIWETHER LEWIS. SEPTEMBER 20, 1805
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1  Confirmed that this is an actual entry from the well-known published journals. The paper and ink, applied it seems with a quill, appear appropriate to the period. This is either a remarkable facsimile of William Clark’s actual handwriting from his original journals–or the original itself. Have contacted the National Archives and am awaiting verification on that point–TP


2  This passage describes Clark’s first meeting with the tribe known later to us as the Nez Perce, or Pierced Noses, who were a significant presence in this part of the territory. This name was given them by early French trappers, after the tribe’s affinity for jewelry and other adornments affixed through the nose.
    This encounter occurred soon after the expedition passed into the eastern reaches of what is now Washington State and not far south of the present-day location of Twin Peaks. The following day these same men led Clark to meet another chief whose camp was farther downriver. This chief was called Twisted Hair–TP













*2* EXCERPT FROM THE EXPEDITION JOURNALS OF WILLIAM CLARK AND MERIWETHER LEWIS. SEPTEMBER 21, 1805
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1  I have now heard from an expert who positively verified this section as William Clark’s handwriting and a known part of the historically published journals; the two commanders of the expedition had indeed split their party to hunt for provisions a few days earlier—TP













*3* EXCERPT FROM A LETTER WRITTEN BY MERIWETHER LEWIS TO PRESIDENT THOMAS JEFFERSON. DATED SEPTEMBER 25, 1805.
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1  [image: ]  2




1  This entire letter remains problematic. I can find no record of it in the original L & C journals or any mention of it among the voluminous correspondence penned by Lewis to President Jefferson.
    Prior to the expedition Lewis had served as Jefferson’s secretary for two years, lived in the White House and during that time became one of his most trusted confidants. Jefferson’s father was a business associate of Lewis’s grandfather, and the president had known Lewis since he was a boy, growing up not far from Jefferson’s Virginia estate.
    Because Lewis had experienced extensive contact with Native Americans during his youth, enjoyed cordial relations and often championed their cause, Jefferson personally chose Lewis to lead the Corps of Discovery. Lewis then selected as his co-commander his former commanding officer, the more experienced military man and explorer William Clark.
    Jefferson’s selection of Lewis was kept secret, as was the expedition itself. The Louisiana Purchase had not yet been completed during these planning stages, and the Corps of Discovery would be heading into hostile territory that three European powers—the French, Spanish and English— had all targeted for their own expansionist colonial ambitions. The expedition would be fraught with danger from start to finish, security was paramount and time was of the essence.
    Lewis’s cryptic reference to a private conversation with Jefferson bears deeper investigation. He does elaborate, somewhat, during the following passage—TP


2  On the face of it, it would seem this letter bears all the earmarks of an elaborate hoax … and yet, analysis does confirm this as the handwriting of Lewis to an almost certain probability. As this is one of the few “original” documents in the dossier, I have submitted it for independent carbon dating and chemical testing of both the paper and ink to see if it is in fact appropriate to the stated time frame of the early 19th century.
    No mention is made of any side trip made by Lewis during this time frame in his published journals. However, the next entry in the official journals, authored by either Lewis or Clark, does not appear for six more days.
    It has always been the opinion of Lewis scholars that this period of time was used for the construction of the canoes, and for rest and recovery, as many of the expedition had by this time fallen ill with intestinal disorders related to malaria—TP













*4* EXCERPT FROM A JOURNAL FOUND IN THE PRIVATE PAPERS OF PRESIDENT THOMAS JEFFERSON. UNDATED: LATE 1805 (?)1
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ARCHIVIST’S NOTE


The principals of the Corps of Discovery returned to Washington in 1807, where Lewis and Clark were greeted as heroes. The vast collection of plant and animal specimens they brought back with them kept scientists engaged for years. Their celestial and geographical observations filled in the map of what would soon become the western United States. The expedition was judged a spectacular success.


As an immediate reward for his years of service, in 1807 Jefferson appointed Lewis as governor of the Upper Louisiana Territory, a position he returned to St. Louis to fill. Two troubling and difficult years followed.


Two sharply divergent narratives emerge from this period: either Lewis began a steep descent into alcoholism and incipient madness, or he became the target of an elaborate and effective plot by powerful enemies already entrenched in the developing Western territories to undermine his position.4




1  Let it be stated up front that there is no copy or record of this letter among the official presidential papers, but once again handwriting analysis and chemical testing of paper and ink suggest it is the work of Thomas Jefferson.
    My attempt to track this letter led me to a cache of assorted and supposedly “lost” writings, a collection of unbound manuscripts discovered in the archives at Monticello in 1870 by the president’s oldest living son, Thomas Randolph Jefferson. This cache was transferred to the care of the State Department at around that time, in a box labeled “Private—Unexamined.”
    I’ve accessed this collection—in the 1940s it was moved to a section of the Library of Congress that requires maximum security clearance—and was frankly astonished. Many of these writings have never been made public, as they contain the president’s musings on a number of strange, disparate and esoteric subjects, among them the role of Freemasonry in the lives of the founding fathers, the “real and present danger” to the young Republic, and Masonry itself, of Adam Weishaupt’s Bavarian Illuminati—a perennial paranoid conspiracy bogeyman—and Jefferson’s fascination with supernatural elements of Native American mythology.
    Jefferson and Lewis were both high-ranking Freemasons of long standing, members of a fraternal organization that emerged in the 15th century. Its original purpose seems to have been regulatory, setting qualifying professional standards for stonemasons while serving as an intermediary for them with clients or authorities, much like a modern guild or union. Over the centuries, Freemasonry evolved into a worldwide fraternal body and expanded its membership far beyond craftsmen into statecraft and even the foundation of governments, including America’s own, taking on an air of secrecy and even mysticism. Its closely guarded rituals and symbolism make it one of the longest-standing “secret societies” in known history.
    While preparing for the expedition, at the direction of the president, Lewis had spent extensive time studying at the library of the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia, founded by Benjamin Franklin—a high-ranking Mason himself. Lewis spent weeks there studying various physical sciences he would use on the expedition, and who knows what else. The Society at this time was rumored to also have collected the largest and most extensive library of ancient esoteric literature in North America, dating back centuries, on such occult subjects as alchemy and “transmutation.”
    But in none of the aforementioned archives, either public or private, did I find any other copy of the entry shown here. Which leaves the intriguing possibility that the copy in this dossier may be a previously undiscovered original—TP


2  An update appears on an adjoining page, and if taken at the president’s word, was written approximately one year after the previous entry—TP


3  Does “it” refer to the ring described, and drawn, by Lewis in his earlier post?—TP


4  Two additional entries in the dossier pertaining to Lewis’s time in that office follow—TP













*5* THE MISSOURI GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 21, 1808
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This appeared on the bottom of the third page of the paper, as a minor news item. Not long afterward Lewis initiated William Clark into the St. Louis Lodge. Clark later founded Missouri Lodge 12 and remained active in Masonic circles during the remainder of his life. Jefferson may have initiated Lewis into the secretive fraternal order personally.1


These theories suggest that there were two esoteric organizations vying for future control of the developing nation: one with positive democratic intentions for its citizens (Freemasons) and the other malign (the Bavarian Illuminati), interested only in enriching its elite class at the expense of the general populace. Opposing ideologies, it might well be said, which continue that struggle to this day.


It should also be noted that Lewis financed and organized the publication of the Gazette, the territory’s first newspaper, soon after his arrival, bringing a civilizing influence to a rough frontier colony that at the time of his arrival numbered no more than 300 people. Which suggests he may well have written the article shown here personally.2


I have occasionally underlined passages that seem to me pertinent to consistent thematic details.




1  Theories about the arcane influence of the Masons on the early development of the American government abound. For instance, it’s often suggested that the design for the country’s Great Seal—the pyramid-and-eye-symbol that appears on the one-dollar bill—was passed to Jefferson one dark night by a mysterious hooded figure who just as quickly vanished. Almost a third of our presidents have been Masons. As I’ve discovered, one could fill a library with books written on the subject—TP


2  What significance the creator of the dossier ascribes to the two men’s participation in Freemasonry is difficult to yet fully ascertain, but may be hinted at by the following entry—TP













*6* FINDINGS OF AN INQUIRY CONDUCTED INTO THE DEATH OF MERIWETHER LEWIS, 19891



On the evening of October 10, 1809, arriving alone on horseback, Meriwether Lewis took shelter for the night at an inn along the Natchez Trace, a primitive trail carved through the Tennessee wilderness, seventy miles southwest of Nashville.


Still the governor of the Upper Louisiana Territory, Lewis had left St. Louis and was en route to Washington, D.C., for two purposes: the first was to personally protest and, he hoped, overturn State Department denials of various reasonable expenses spent out of pocket in the discharge of his office, leaving his financial affairs in a precarious state.2


Lewis planned to attack this predicament directly: he had finally organized all of his and Clark’s journals from the Expedition of Discovery. He was on his way to deliver them to a Philadelphia publisher and collect delivery money promised by a contract arranged prior to his departing for St. Louis to assume his job as governor.


His second and more secret purpose--according to recently uncovered sources--was to deliver to Jefferson and his newly elected successor, President James Madison, evidence of a conspiracy of corruption and usurpation being waged by the young country’s political enemies in the Louisiana Territory.3


This correspondent now believes that while serving in St. Louis, Governor Lewis discovered that General James Wilkinson--who had exposed Burr’s plot to Jefferson--had in fact been a principal in this traitorous cabal and exposed Burr’s treachery only to save himself.


Wilkinson, the commanding general of the United States Army, had for decades been working as a double agent for the Spanish crown, during which time he ruthlessly destroyed the careers of multiple rivals through the use of forged poison pen letters, slander, secret ciphers and other means. None of this would come to light until Wilkinson’s death in 1825.


He had also, previously, attempted to murder Meriwether Lewis. Wilkinson had betrayed Jefferson’s confidence by revealing to his Spanish handlers the Corps of Discovery’s secret expedition. While Lewis and Clark were in the field, Spain ordered Wilkinson to stop them by any means necessary. Three different times companies of Spanish assassins, over 200 in number, ventured north after the Corps of Discovery, once missing them near the Platte River by less than two days. If these men had succeeded in finding them, the subsequent history of the United States would have been drastically altered.4


Lewis left St. Louis carrying extensive evidence he’d uncovered of Wilkinson’s past and present treachery, which he intended to deliver to Jefferson and Madison. Lewis had originally planned to travel downriver to New Orleans and from there by boat to Washington. So concerned was he about his real intent being discovered by Wilkinson--then commanding officer of corrupt New Orleans--that Lewis abandoned his route to Washington mid-journey, left the river at Fort Pickering--near present-day Memphis--and set off on horseback into the wilds.


Lewis wrote a letter to President Madison from Fort Pickering to explain his change in plan: “my fear of original papers relative to my time in office falling into the hands of our enemies induced me to change my route and proceed by land through the state of Tennessee to Washington.”5


The man who accompanied Lewis from Fort Pickering, as his guide and protector until Nashville, was Major James Neely. Neely had recently been named agent in charge of relations with the Choctaw Indian Nation in western Tennessee.


A recent posting that had been made--unbeknownst to Lewis--by none other than General James Wilkinson.


*LEWIS’S LAST NIGHT


On the evening of October 10, 1809, Meriwether Lewis arrived alone at the log cabin lodging known as Grinder’s Stand--the home of John Grinder, who was away on business. His wife, Priscilla Grinder, admitted Lewis. His servants, whom Lewis had sent out to recover pack animals that had run off earlier that day, arrived later. Mrs. Grinder noticed Lewis was armed with two pistols, a rifle, a long knife and a hatchet worn in his belt.


While eating little of the dinner Mrs. Grinder prepared, Lewis appeared agitated. After the meal, according to Grinder, he paced back and forth in front of the cabin, smoking a pipe and talking to himself. Mrs. Grinder described him as “talking like a lawyer” and ranting about his “enemies.”


She also saw him continually “worrying” a small leather pouch he kept around his neck on a rawhide loop.


This went on past dark. When Lewis stepped inside, he appeared lucid and spoke kindly to her. But when she prepared a bed for him, Lewis refused to sleep on it, and instead made a pallet against a wall facing the front door with a buffalo robe, his pistols at his side.


After setting up Lewis’s servants in the barn, Mrs. Grinder went to bed with her children in an adjoining cabin. She was awoken at three o’clock in the morning by the sound of a struggle from next door--heavy objects falling to the floor, cries, then a gunshot, followed by another.


She heard Lewis shout “Oh Lord!”--but claimed she was too terrified to come to his aid when he then called to her for help and water. She also claimed she saw him through cracks in the cabin wall staggering around outside in the moonlight.


Mrs. Grinder roused his servants at first light, and they found Lewis still alive, lying in a pool of his own blood. He’d suffered two gunshot wounds, to the back of the head and the abdomen, and his throat and arms had been slashed with a knife or razor. Mrs. Grinder claimed that Lewis begged them to use his rifle to finish him off before falling quiet and dying shortly afterward.


The Indian agent who’d served as his escort, Major James Neely, arrived at the inn before noon that morning. He identified himself to Grinder as an associate who had been traveling with Lewis since Fort Pickering but had stayed behind the day before--at Lewis’s insistence--to search for two horses that had strayed into the woods. Why he arrived a full 12 hours after Lewis’s servants--who’d been charged with the same task--was not asked or answered.


Making no effort to alert local authorities, Neely surveyed the scene, claimed all of Lewis’s possessions and supervised his burial in a hastily built coffin on the property nearby. A few days later, Neely wrote this to Thomas Jefferson and posted it from Nashville:6
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Jefferson published a public statement in response, which accepted Neely’s tragic version of events without questioning. As a result suicide was quickly then and has ever since been assumed as the cause of Lewis’s death.


Jefferson’s opinion was based exclusively on Neely’s account of the testimony given him by Mrs. Grinder, the sole witness to the tragedy. And, later, on one other.


*THE RUSSELL LETTERS


Jefferson’s opinion of Lewis’s troubled state was reinforced by only one source: a letter unavailable to the public for almost 200 years describing Lewis’s journey from St. Louis to Nashville. The letter was written to Jefferson and signed by the commander at Fort Pickering, Lewis’s friend Major Gilbert Russell, and dated two years after Lewis’s death.


According to this letter, Lewis had arrived at the fort from St. Louis in a “state of mental derangement” brought on by despair about his economic troubles and compounded by bouts of heavy drinking. Russell states that the ship’s captain told him Lewis had attempted suicide twice between St. Louis and Fort Pickering. Lewis had attempted to take his life yet again since his arrival, so Major Russell had seen fit to incarcerate him until he was “completely in his senses,” at which point the letter concludes with Lewis, having regained his equilibrium, departing for Nashville with Major Neely.


The tone and style of this letter is completely at odds with an earlier letter written by Russell and received by Jefferson in the weeks after Lewis’s death. This earlier letter makes no mention of suicide attempts or “derangement” and instead paints a warm portrait of Lewis consistent with everything known about him, saying that in the weeks before his death he appeared thoughtful, strong-minded and purposeful. Near the end of this letter, Russell refers to Lewis’s death as a “murder.”


The first letter Jefferson received has been thoroughly authenticated as being written in Russell’s hand.7


A grand jury investigation into the death of Governor Lewis conducted recently by the state of Tennessee conclusively determined that the second Russell letter, discovered two centuries afterward, is a forgery.


Not only was the second letter forged, but this damning document came directly from the office of General James Wilkinson. Handwriting analysts found an exact match to the hand of Wilkinson’s clerk, who wrote all his correspondence. The forged letter was not only sent to Jefferson, a copy was made and placed in Wilkinson’s files, a common practice in the days before automated copying. That’s where it remained until its recent discovery.8


So why was this second letter sent over two years after Lewis’s death? There’s a cold-blooded logic to it; it was written while Wilkinson was being court-martialed for treason over his own role in the Burr conspiracy, a charge ultimately dismissed for lack of evidence.


While Wilkinson escaped conviction on this and two other treason charges during his lifetime, it finally came to light after his death in 1825 that he had been serving as a double agent for Spain since 1787.


So, a reasonable conclusion: After being charged with treason, Wilkinson forged this letter to falsely establish that during his journey Lewis was in a suicidal state of mind, in case Wilkinson should ever be questioned about what role he might have played in his tragic death.9


*LEWIS’S POSSESSIONS


Major Neely and the trunks holding Lewis’s possessions reached Nashville a week after his death. The trunks were sent on to Monticello, where they arrived at the end of November. A man named Thomas Freeman–operating under the orders of his longtime superior officer, General James Wilkinson--conveyed them to Jefferson’s estate.


Only one inventory of Lewis’s possessions survives, one taken by Jefferson’s secretary, Isaac Coles, after they reached Monticello. Coles’s list makes no mention of the $220 with which Lewis was known to have left Fort Pickering. Nor does it include any mention of Lewis’s pistols, hunting knife, two horses or gold watch.


Major James Neely kept Lewis’s best horse after his death and was seen in public wearing Lewis’s knife and pistols on his belt, as well as his gold pocket watch. (May we presume he also kept the cash? Affirmative.) This somehow made the local papers and was brought to the attention of Lewis’s family. Shortly afterward, Neely was confronted by Lewis’s brother-in-law, who requested the return of these personal items. He secured only the horse before Neely slipped from sight and from history.


Also missing from the inventory: a substantial percentage of Lewis’s papers, which Coles described as having been “thoroughly rifled through.” This includes the evidence of Wilkinson’s corruption in Louisiana that Lewis referenced in his letter to Madison--along with many of his journals from the Expedition of Discovery. It is firmly established fact that Lewis left Fort Pickering with these writings in his possession.


Also missing was a sophisticated cipher device, of Jefferson’s own design, that Lewis had used for years to encode messages he sent to Jefferson.10


Most of the papers that went missing have never been recovered. When the “definitive” edition of Lewis and Clark’s journals was published no mention or explanation was offered about the peculiar absence--covering more than half of their two-year mission--of so many entries written by the man of letters in charge of the mission.11


Also listed in the inventory: small leather pouch found hung around the governor’s neck--empty.12


Last among the possessions that were inventoried remains the most curious: Found stuffed in the pocket of his coat, the Masonic apron of the governor, bloodstained.
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* Meriwether Lewis’s bloodied Masonic apron today





A word of explanation: A version of this ceremonial garment is given, upon entry, to every initiate accepted into the Masonic Order. A symbolic version of a craftsman’s tool belt, or in the parlance of the day an “apron,” this object is worn during all Masonic meetings and rituals and is supposed to remain in the possession of the initiate at all times. Made from silk, backed with linen and hand-painted with the Order’s arcane symbols--including the “all-seeing eye,” which also adorns the one-dollar bill.


This highly personal object was returned by Jefferson--a fellow Mason--to Lewis’s mother. It was passed down through three generations of descendants before being given to the Masonic Grand Lodge in Helena, Montana, where it remains on display to this day. Its provenance is unshakable.13


With the permission of the Lodge, this correspondent was able to gain possession of the apron in order to perform a complete examination. Tests conducted on the bloodstains still visible on the garment yielded the following results:


DNA testing confirms--through detailed comparison with samples from living relatives--that the blood on the apron is not that of Meriwether Lewis. The blood on the garment belongs to two other individuals--unidentified.


Is it possible that, after murdering him, his assailants wiped their own blood on this garment, sacred to Lewis as a Mason, as an act of desecration? Did this act betray some underlying antipathy to the organization that hints at their identity or motive?


*OFFICIAL INQUIRIES INTO LEWIS’S DEATH


Although no documents of the proceedings survive, a local Tennessee county inquest into the matter was conducted after Lewis’s death. Surviving oral histories from county residents claim that a charge of murder against the Grinders and “parties unknown” was returned but then dropped for reasons attributed to the jury’s “fear of retribution.”14


Shortly afterward, the Grinders disappear from Tennessee. After, it is said, having come into “a substantial sum of money.”


*IN CONCLUSION


At the time of his death, Meriwether Lewis was 35 years old, a strong, sturdy individual, toughened by years in the military and the wilderness. He had survived deprivations unimaginable by modern men. During the expedition he defended himself and his men courageously in battle with hostiles, in one instance killing four attackers single-handedly. He performed one of the more remarkable services ever rendered to his nation, and his personal friend and patron Thomas Jefferson, in our history. You would need to combine Charles Lindbergh, John Glenn and Neil Armstrong to conjure a 20th-century figure with a comparable impact on the national psyche.


Proving himself an able political leader during his time as governor, Lewis might one day have succeeded his mentor as president, a job for which many believe Jefferson was grooming him. One has to look ahead to the assassinations of Lincoln and Kennedy to find a more shocking loss of such a universally admired public figure.


Under confidential orders from the president, Lewis traversed an untamed wilderness and returned triumphant. Based on my recent findings it is reasonable that Jefferson sent Lewis not only to find a “Northwest Passage” to the Pacific--history’s standard narrative--but to investigate many strange rumors and claims stemming from this region: an unknown tribe of “white Indians,” the existence of fabulous gold and silver mines, the possible existence of mastodons, sea monsters and other quasi-mythical beasts, as well as traces of ancient, vanished civilizations, including a mysterious race of giants.15


On at least one occasion, referenced earlier, it seems Lewis encountered mysteries peculiar to this corner of the world, the upper Northwest. Mysteries that, this correspondent can personally confirm, persist to this day.16


With all humility, by the authority vested in me by my own confidential charter, this correspondent has endeavored to carry on the work begun by Captain Lewis: the spirit of fearless inquiry into enduring mysteries applied in the search for ancient truths that transcend and defy conventional wisdom. This dossier represents the fruits of that labor.17


As to the governor’s “suicide”? Based solely on slanderous “accounts” offered by political enemies, this notion became by default the prevailing narrative of Lewis’s tragic end. Mental illness was so poorly comprehended in his time that a more shameful fate for a hero of his stature is impossible to imagine. This shocking notion cast such a pall over his reputation that it nearly obliterated inquiry.


But not quite.


A U.S. congressional committee ordered an investigation into the matter in 1848. They also voted to erect a monument over his grave, which stands there to this day. Prior to placing the monument, his coffin was recovered, identified and briefly opened. A doctor engaged by the committee viewed the body, at that point still remarkably well preserved, and testified in the official report that “Governor Lewis almost certainly died at the hands of an assassin.”


As scientific techniques improved in the 20th century, Lewis’s descendants have pressed the government to exhume his remains for comprehensive forensic study, which may well reverse the 200-year-old calumny his reputation has suffered.


Two last telling details from that congressional inquiry: Mrs. Grinder testified that she witnessed Lewis crawling outside, begging for water, in the moonlight. I have examined records of the phases of the moon for that year: there was no moon that night.


Also: the carpenter who fashioned the crude coffin in which Lewis was hastily buried later told the committee that he had viewed the body and testified that he saw a wound in the rear of Lewis’s skull.18


Which raises this question: Governor Lewis was renowned as one of the great marksmen of his era, so are we to believe that while attempting suicide, he would shoot himself in the back of the head … and fail? That he then shot himself in the chest and again failed to finish the job, leading to several final hours of almost incomprehensible suffering?


It seems far more likely that Lewis had good reason to fear pursuit, as his behavior suggests, when he arrived at Grinder’s Stand. It seems equally likely he suffered an assault at the hands of unknown assailants that night, suffering grievous and fatal injuries. The slashes to his throat and arms sound like what forensic science would classically describe as “defensive wounds.”19


Given that the blood of two unknown men was found on his Masonic apron, it appears Lewis fought to defend himself against multiple attackers with every last fiber of strength in him.


Final questions: What motivated General Wilkinson and the Spanish to pursue the extermination of the Corps of Discovery? What were they so afraid of Lewis and Clark finding in the Pacific Northwest?


Did Lewis write about some darker secret in his missing journals? Was there something besides incriminating evidence he was conveying to Washington that inspired assassins to track him down in the wilderness, brutally murder him and then frame his death as suicide to deflect inquiry?20




[image: ]


* Here we see the broken column of the monument, designed to symbolize the tragedy of a remarkable life cut short.
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* (L) Meriwether Lewis (R) The traitorous  General James Wilkinson





 



*ARCHIVIST’S FINAL THOUGHT


I have recently verified one last curious aspect of this story. When Jefferson sent Lewis to the Northwest, he ordered him to keep an eye out for various strange phenomena often mentioned in rumors of the region, among them a tribe of “white Indians” and a race of giants. I have found dozens of strange references in the 19th-century American press to the recovery of skeletons of men in burial mounds that are between seven and nine feet tall. For instance, just one of many:


[image: ]


There is also no dispute that when Lewis and Clark returned east, they brought with them a chief of the Mandan tribe from the Dakotas named Sheheke-shote, aka “Big White.” The Mandan are often mentioned in connection with a pervasive rumor from the early expansionist era: that somewhere in the upper Midwest dwelt a tribe of Welsh-speaking “white Indians,” alleged descendants of a 12th-century Welsh prince called Madoc--in Welsh, Madog ab Owain Gwynedd--who sailed to America and followed the Mississippi north, founding a series of colonies along the way. Evidence for this is offered in the houselike structures in which the Mandan lived, which look like early Welsh villages, and the unusual boats they used, which closely resemble the Welsh seagoing “coracle.”


[image: ]


This much is fact: Chief Sheheke-shote was very pale complected, with blue or green eyes, and he stood at least six feet ten inches tall. Sheheke and his wife and son traveled with Lewis and Clark all the way to Washington, D.C., where Lewis introduced him to Thomas Jefferson.


After an absence of two years and two attempts to return him to his people that required an army escort of more than 600 soldiers through hostile territory, Sheheke finally made it back to his Mandan village.


Sadly, it is said that his people did not believe the chief’s stories of this powerful new civilization and its leaders that he had encountered. As a result Sheheke lost his standing with his nation and, a shattered man, died in a Sioux raid a few years later.21




1  No official headings identify who conducted this “inquiry,” close to 200 years after the incident. The Archivist emerges as the most likely candidate—TP


2  This was a common complaint of appointed officials serving in the western territories; the fledgling U.S. government was perpetually short of funds at this time and the new capital’s bureaucrats were notoriously slow to make reimbursements—TP


3  This references a traitorous plot conducted by Jefferson’s disgraced former vice president, Aaron Burr—who had fled west after killing former Treasury secretary Alexander Hamilton in a notorious duel on the New Jersey Palisades—and various co-conspirators, which was exposed in 1805. This faction planned to seize control of a large area in Texas, Mexico and Louisiana in order to create a new and separate republic to be ruled by Burr as feudal monarch.
    General James Wilkinson, commander in chief of the country’s armed forces—before presidents regularly assumed that title—and Lewis’s predecessor as governor of the Upper Louisiana Territories, had written to Jefferson, warning him of the plot, which resulted in Burr’s arrest and trial for treason in 1807—TP


4  I can verify this charge has been substantiated. A Revolutionary War hero who served as commander in chief under three presidents, Wilkinson is now described by historians as “the most consummate artist in treason the nation ever produced.” Along with Burr and Benedict Arnold—both of whom Wilkinson knew well, conspired with and got the better of—they represent a triumvirate of treachery and deceit unsurpassed in the next 200 years.
    All of these men are also, invariably, associated with the Illuminati strain of conspiracy—TP


5  Verified. This letter exists—TP


6  Verified—TP


7  Verified—TP


8  Confirmed—TP


9  This sounds reasonable to me as well. I’m embarrassed to confess that I didn’t know any of these details about Lewis or Wilkinson—and I was a history major—TP


10  Verified—TP


11  The definitive accounts of the Lewis and Clark expedition were published in 1814. According to numerous scholars, many of the private diaries Lewis was known to have written during the expedition have never been recovered—TP


12  This seems to describe the pouch that earlier may have held the jade ring—so it seems likely that Neely stole the ring as well—TP


13  Verified—TP


14  Confirmed—TP


15  I can verify that there are dozens of 19th- and early-20th-century newspaper stories from across the country detailing the recovery of various “giant skeletons”—usually seven to nine feet tall—most often from ancient burial mounds. These are believed to pre-date any previously known North American civilization. Curiously, in most instances, the bones were apparently collected by the Smithsonian Institution … and never seen again—TP


16  From which we conclude, as we build a profile for him, that the Archivist has personal knowledge of the region—TP


17  Another crucial glimpse into the mind of the Archivist. Determining this person’s identity remains priority number one—TP


18  Both verified—TP


19  Agreed—TP


20  To which I would add: what happened to the ring in Lewis’s pouch after Neely apparently took it? And what happened to Neely himself, who vanished for good a few months afterward? Why did Twisted Hair warn Lewis about not putting on the ring?
    The section concerning Meriwether Lewis left me determined to know more. I can report that at the urging of Lewis’s living descendants a grand jury was finally convened by the state of Tennessee in 1996, presumably after the dossier was compiled. After hearing expert testimony from two dozen witnesses in forensic, ballistic and criminal investigation disciplines, the jury returned a finding that the remains of Governor Lewis should be exhumed and examined for the purpose of identifying the exact cause of death.
    After initially denying this request, the National Park Service reversed its ruling in 2008 and recommended the exhumation proceed. In 2010 the Park Service reversed itself again and declined the grand jury’s order to retrieve the remains. The only explanation they offered was that it would cause “untold damage” to a cherished historic monument. What such an examination could do to help restore the reputation of the man this monument was erected to honor goes unremarked upon.
    So two centuries after his death the body of Meriwether Lewis, national hero, lies moldering in the grave, just off the ancient road known as the Natchez Trace. A seldom-visited site in a still-remote stretch of American wilderness, a more melancholy “tribute” would be hard to imagine—TP


21  All verified, and, I must concur, very very strange indeed.
    The dossier continues on the following page, signifying the start of a new “section”—TP
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WISCONSIN MOUND OPENED.

SKELETON FOUND OF A MAN
|| (OVER NINE FEET FIGH WITH AN
ENORMOUS SKULL.

MAPLE CREEK, Wis., Dec. 19.-One of
the three recently diacovered mounds in this
town has been opened. In it was found the |
skeleton of 2 man of gigantic size. The bones
measured from hea to foot over nine feet and
were in & fair state of preservation. The skull
was as large as a half bushel measure. Some
inely tempered rods of copper and other relica
‘were lying near the bones. |

The mound from which these relics were |
taken is ten feet highand thirty feet long, and |
varies from six to eight feet in width. |

The ‘two mounds of lesser size will be |
exgavated soon,
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It has been announced that on
this date a charter has been granted
for the founding of the first St.
Louis Masonic Lodge, Lodge 1.
Meriwether Lewis, famous explorer
and current Governor of the Upper
Louisiana Territory is noted on the

chzner"l/s‘ its first Master.
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