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  Parents are forever telling their kids that life was much better, not only when they were young, but way back into history. (‘We never had all this computer rubbish in

  our day, we had to amuse ourselves – just you ask your grandad.’) Well, it might be true in some respects, but generally the further back you go the more dodgy life was (especially if

  you didn’t happen to be wealthy).




  The Stuart period was no exception, unless you’re into plagues, fires, bloody civil wars, or never knowing, when you set out on a journey, whether highwaymen on land or pirates at sea

  would relieve you of your goods – or worse, your life (let alone not knowing whether you’d fall off the edge of the world).




  The Stuart period began when James came to the English throne in 1603, having been King of Scotland (where he was spelt Stewart) since a baby. In this little book I hope to give you some idea of

  what life was like, and why, despite all the things wrong with modern life (the Spice Girls and Jeffrey Archer for instance), I’d far rather live now than then.*




  By the way, any supposedly funny comments you might see at the bottom of pages in this book are by my editor, Susie. She likes to feel needed.




  

    * Personally, I’d rather you’d lived then. Ed
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  Poor wee James Stuart (or Stewart) could never have been accused of having an easy early life, unless you’re the sort of person who’d’ve liked having your mum

  (Mary Queen of Scots) leave you when you when you were tiny (having just blown up your dad – allegedly) and then spend most of her life in a dungeon prior to having her own head cut off on

  her auntie (Elizabeth)’s orders. If that wasn’t bad enough, baby Jamie had to become sovereign (of Scotland), before he could even say the word.
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      Useless Fact No. 663




      Being made sovereign as a baby ran in the family. His mother was also only one year old when crowned. Weird, eh?


    


  




  In those days Scotland and England were completely separate countries with nothing but the remains of a big Roman wall (Hadrian’s) between them. The English, particularly the Puritans

  (strict Protestants), invited James to be their king on old Queen Elizabeth’s death in 1603, not because they particularly liked the idea of a Scotsman running their show, but because he was

  a Protestant and they were terrified of a Catholic getting the job. Elizabeth had terminated his mother, Mary, because she was involved in a Catholic plot to overthrow her (allegedly again!), and

  old ‘Bloody’ Mary who reigned before her had barbecued hundreds of Protestants. The Catholics and the Protestants were obviously not the best of friends, to say the least.




  Pleasing the Puritans




  The Puritans had become really excited about James being king, because he came from a country that prided itself on the quality of its Catholic-bashing. Unfortunately (for the

  Puritans) he didn’t think much of their ways either and threatened to show them the door too (that’s why a whole bunch of Puritans jumped into the Mayflower in 1620, and pushed

  off to find North America, Disneyland and all that).




  Pleasing the Catholics




  The Catholics also got a bit excited when James became king, because Mary Queen of Scots, his mum, was a Catholic (albeit a dead Catholic), and it followed that life might be

  just a little kinder to them. No such luck. They were forgetting that many of the super-rich politicians (whose families had been given whopping great shares of the lands that had been nicked by

  naughty old Henry VIII when he blitzed all the Catholic monasteries) would do practically anything to prevent their return.*




  

    * Are you trying to break the world record for the longest sentence? Ed


  




  Guy Fawkes




  All this provided the setting for the famous Gunpowder Plot, in which that poor guy (Guy) was caught red-handed, in the cellars of the Houses of Parliament, sitting on 36

  barrels of gunpowder, with a lighted taper in his hand (a trifle suspicious, what!). He and his Catholic mates had wanted to take out the sovereign and all his politicians in one big bang –

  which has a certain appeal, don’t you think? This was to act as the starting pistol for a massive Catholic uprising throughout the land.
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      Useless Fact No. 666




      Just to show how cross the authorities were with him, Guy Fawkes and his mates were tortured to the point of severe eye-watering, and then hung, drawn

      and quartered in a most uncomfortable manner.


    


  




  Didn’t James Do Well?




  Despite being a bit of a show-off and running an extravagant and extremely ‘gay’ court, James I managed to do quite well in his reign. He ended the long war with

  Spain (for about ten minutes) and managed against all odds to keep the Catholics and the Puritans apart.




  Things started to go wrong because he believed that he had a God-given right to do just about anything he pleased without bothering to ask the government . . . All very well, but by the time he

  died, his government owed over £1 million (an absolute fortune in those days) and – oh yes – he’d somehow got us into another war with Spain.




  

    

      Useless Fact No. 669




      James I was pretty much ahead of his time when he blathered on and on about smoking. Not because it was bad for you but because it made men’s

      ‘sweet breath smell’. Oh yeh!
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  Here Comes Charlie




  Charles I, James’s son, was a bit weedy by all accounts – small, stammering, shifty and completely unreliable (sounds like my editor*). He proved the latter, later,

  by going out and marrying Henrietta, the King of Spain’s daughter. Good news in one way (hands across the sea, friends and neighbours, and all that) but terrible when you consider her

  religion, which was – yup, you’ve got it – Catholic!




  With the help of his ex-dad’s ex-boyfriend, the Earl of Buckingham, Charles then managed to slip us neatly into a war with Spain and France – both together this time.




  Now, wars tend to cost money and Charles didn’t have any. Parliament, who by this time hated both Charles and Buckingham, not only refused to help but gave the big thumbs-down to any rise

  in taxes to pay for them. When his mate Buckingham was assassinated in 1628, Charles thought, ‘Blow this, I can rule perfectly well without any rotten old parliament.’ And he did.






	* You’re fired Ed







  How to make yourself unpopular in five easy moves




  1. Having made himself very much not flavour of the month with the ruling classes, he then decided to do the same with his less-loyal-by-the-minute poorer subjects by

  ordering them to feed all his soldiers – for free – and on demand.
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