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			SINOPSIS

			Barça’s Treasures explains and illustrates the basic facts of the history of FC Barcelona, through facsimile reproductions of exceptional objects from the club’s history. It breaks with the traditional book format to allow the reader to hold these great treasures -which are an intimate part of the club’s history- in a unique way. These important objects will make reading this work a unique experience.

			Reproductions of commemorative posters, tickets to memorable matches and finals, fold-out pages of the most emblematic shirts, stickers of the greatest players, the evolution of the Barça crest, historic membership cards or the great photograph of Johan Cruyff’s legendary Dream Team.

			An eminently accessible book that will be of interest to the old-timers, who will be able to relive the episodes they lived through, as well as to young fans and new followers from all over the world. Discover the secrets of Barça’s unique history, with additional elements, inserts and fold-outs that explain it visually, as well as a comprehensive history of the club, that highlights monographic themes that deserve special attention.
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			THE GREAT VISUAL WORK OF FC BARCELONA
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			The world of FC Barcelona is kaleidoscopic, exceptional and highly sentimental, and can undoubtedly be explained from many different angles. In all of them we will always see reflected the reverence for the colours, for the crest, for an entity that prides itself on being more than just a club.


			Francesc Aguilar’s book brings together many of these perspectives in an exciting journey through our history, our essence, our references and, in short, our way of being and of experiencing Barça. And Paco has been able to capture it because he combines experience, expertise and sensitivity in a culer key.


			Barça is always the present and the future, a matter of the immediacy of our times, yet we also like to look back, to know and, above all, to be grateful for the path taken by so many generations of Barça supporters. If we are sensitive to the memories that belong to us - each of us has our own special moments or treasures - and if we know how to explain them generously enough, the club will always emerge stronger. We all know that football is everything but individuality. The team comes first, but the team is very little without the community and support of the members, the fans and the public.


			Founder Joan Gamper had the good sense - and the generosity - to pass on his sporting spirit to young Catalans at the beginning of the 20th century, just as he allowed himself to be infected by the country until he became a Catalan in heart and mind. The spirit of Gamper, transformed and adapted by history and the people who have guided it since, is still the spirit of Barça today. If we look at the club’s crest, we can clearly see the essential values bequeathed to us by the founding fathers: civic-mindedness, Catalanism and universality.


			Joan Gamper took many decisions. But the most fundamental one was social. FC Barcelona became the main sporting event of the city and the country, and a social event of enormous importance, linked to the people. More than 123 years later, we have maintained that strength and leadership, each and every one of us.


			Looking back at the great milestones, the unforgettable moments in the club’s history, perfectly captured in these pages, it is clear that FC Barcelona is not just a football team. Barça is an institution, and institutions are characterised by two fundamental qualities: memory and generosity.


			In our case, we are the goals we have scored, the victories we have enjoyed and the efforts we have made to overcome difficulties. But behind every goal, every save, every victory and every obstacle that history has thrown at us, there is always a player, a member, a fan who will remember it in their own way. And that precise moment, that memory, becomes part of our lives. The sum of all these moments, shared by millions of people united by the Barça colours, explains why we are a club rooted in a country, open to the world, with sporting, social and solidarity sensitivities that make us unique. And I think Francesc Aguilar has summed it up perfectly in this book, which I dare say is a treasure for Barcelonismo.


			

				Joan Laporta i Estruch,
 President of FC Barcelona
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				Scan the QR to see the list of all-time Barça’s Presidents


			


		


	

		

			SER DEL BARÇA ÉS EL MILLOR QUE HI HA
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			Argentine coach César Luis Menotti used to say that you could tell if Barça had won the day before by the faces of the people you met when you arrived at Barcelona airport. That the mood of everyone reflected the fortunes of their beloved club, which had played the day before. That is why it has never been unusual to hear Barça fans say that “first and foremost, I am a Barça fan”. And they say it from the bottom of their hearts. It’s a feeling that knows no boundaries, that makes the Barça anthem sound so good, that confirms that it doesn’t matter where you come from, that a flag and colours unite you. That this loyalty is passed on from generation to generation. It is passed on from parents to children. It does not die and it endures over time, through both success and adversity.


			FC Barcelona is a point of reference for thousands of fans, not only on a sporting level, but also socially and politically. Without forgetting an important fact: FC Barcelona remains in the hands of the 143,086 members who, with their restrictions, control the club and elect the president who will lead the club during his term of office. This is a far cry from its rivals, which are in the hands of billionaires, are owned by third parties or are outright “state clubs”. Barça has members and supporters all over the world, and their numbers have grown enormously since the advent of social media.


			In his inaugural speech as president of Barcelona in 1968, Narcis de Carreras said: “Barcelona is more than a football club, Barcelona is more than just a place where we go to watch the team play on a Sunday; more than anything, it is a spirit that is deeply rooted in us, it is a set of colours that we cherish above all else”. It was an important speech that will forever remain a reference point in the club’s history. It gave rise to the slogan “El Barça és més que un club” (“Barçá is more than a club”), the best way to define the club.


			The writer Francisco Candel, in his book Los otros catalanes (The other Catalans) recounts that many immigrants were aware that one way of facilitating their integration was to carry a Barça membership card in their wallet. No one can deny that the bulk of the immigration to Catalonia after the Civil War found an ideal way to do this in the ranks of Barcelonismo.


			A good example of this was the late Manolo Escobar, a popular singer who moved to Barcelona from his native Almería in 1946 and, in the shadow of the Barça of the Five Cups, became a staunch “culer” (Barça fan). He followed the azulgrana (blue and garnet - Barça’s colours) team whenever he could (including the tragic finals in Seville and Athens). President Enric Llaudet decorated him with the gold and precious-stone medal for his services to Barcelona.


			Manuel Ibáñez Escofet, journalist and key figure in Agustí Montal i Costa’s candidacy, defended Barça’s special character, saying “people are sustained by institutions that are above petty politics, above party politics. People look for havens of active coexistence such as FC Barcelona, the Orfeó Català (Catalan Choral Society), the Centre Excursionista de Catalunya (Catalonia’s Excursion Centre) or the Ateneo (Cultural Centre)”. For him, the club was “an example of the expansion of a sporting society that is firmly rooted in the collective work, nourished by shared enthusiasm and which finds in this bond the main reason for its greatness”.


			Perhaps this is why Manuel Vázquez Montalbán, the great journalist and writer, dared to state categorically that “FC Barcelona is the symbolic unarmed army of Catalonia”. Undoubtedly an exaggeration, his statement is nonetheless partly true, given the importance of the Barcelona team at all levels throughout its history. The club has been closely linked to the region since a few years after Joan Gamper founded the club on 29 November 1899.


			There are special ambassadors at this level, such as the singer-songwriter Joan Manuel Serrat and the tenor Josep Carreras, who have taken their Barcelonismo (devotion to Barça) all over the world. The singer-songwriter from Poble Sec has made many of his fans all over the world hum his song “Temps era temps” (Once upon a time), learn about the existence of Kubala, Barça’s legendary striker, and convert to the team by imitating their idol. Carreras, on the other hand, always showed his Barcelona sympathies and maintained a friendly rivalry with his colleagues Luciano Pavarotti, a Juventus fan, and Plácido Domingo, a born Madridista (Real Madrid fan). Carreras played a key role in Barça’s centenary celebrations, singing to a packed Camp Nou. The Catalan tenor has not forgotten his participation. The same goes for Serrat, who sang Barça’s anthem a cappella at the stadium. He used to say that “children are made to play. To play for the sake of playing. To have fun playing”. That must be the philosophy, the DNA of the blue and garnet team.


			Barça is unique in the world because it combines its ambition to win with playing well, especially in the last forty years, after Johan Cruyff and his Dream Team set the bar very high for those who took over at Barça.



			It defines what FC Barcelona stands for, the football and multi-sport aspect that Joan Gamper envisioned and developed when he founded the club. Xavi Hernández summed it up perfectly when he pointed out that “Barça is unique in the world because it combines the ambition to win with always playing well, especially in the last forty years, after Johan Cruyff and his Dream Team set the bar very high for those who took over at Barça”.


			This is true, although Xavi neglected to add that this penchant for eye-catching football goes back many years, and that Barcelona fans have always favoured technical gestures over physical strength, although they have never failed to reward the efforts of the players who wore the blue and garnet.


			Barça has seen the likes of Laszi Kubala, Luis Suárez, Johan Cruyff, Ronaldo, Romário, Ronaldinho, Rivaldo, Hristo Stoichkov, Pep Guardiola, Xavi Hernández, Andrés Iniesta and Lionel Messi. They have collected golden balls and golden boots. They have won titles in Spain, Europe and the rest of the world. But most importantly, they have exported a philosophy of play that has produced great teams such as Ladislao Kubala’s Barça of the Five Cups, Johan Cruyff’s Dream Team or Pep Guardiola’s side. These teams have inspired schools around the world. The 2010 FIFA Ballon d’Or podium with Lionel Messi, Andrés Iniesta and Xavi Hernández was the culmination of this way of understanding football at Barça over the years.


			Don’t think that it’s all an exaggeration. It is not unusual for Barça members or supporters to ask to be buried next to a Barça shirt or flag. At one point, FC Barcelona had to change the route of the fans’ visit to the Camp Nou because, on several occasions, relatives of the deceased were found to have secretly thrown their loved one’s ashes onto the pitch.


			Joan Gamper was a visionary of his time. But not even his privileged mind could have imagined what would become of the club he founded with a group of young foreigners and Catalans living in Barcelona. FC Barcelona is now a club with 143,086 members, millions of followers in Spain and the rest of the world, and a social media presence of its own.


			But above all, as this book goes to press, Barça is a football team that has won 27 league titles, 31 Copas del Rey, 14 Spanish Super Cups, 2 League Cups, 5 Champions Leagues, 3 Club World Cups, 7 European Super Cups, 4 European Cup Winners’ Cups, 3 Fairs Cups, 2 Latin Cups and 3 Eva Duarte Cups. In addition, there are 96 European titles in the multi-sport sections, including European Cups in basketball, handball, roller hockey, futsal and women’s football. Adding up all the sections, including football, FC Barcelona has added 225 trophies to its museum since 2010.


			FC Barcelona brings together a series of treasures in all areas that should be highlighted, where you can relive heroic moments, unforgettable matches, historic goals, team exploits and players to support. All these treasures must not be forgotten. This is what this book, Barça’s Treasures, is all about. It is a work to be read and enjoyed. It is the confirmation that belonging to Barça és el millor que hi ha (“is the best there is”).
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				1899-1909 THE EARLY YEARS: FOUNDATION AND SURVIVAL

			

			


			

				The birth of FC Barcelona was the result of a logical process that coincided with the spread of football and other sports born in the British Isles to the European continent. This explains Barça’s intercultural character, its multi-sport vocation and its desire to become rooted in a city and a country. Joan Gamper, the club’s founder, was the soul and the driving force behind its first twenty-five years. His commitment to Barça went beyond his roles as a player, director and president. He was the ideologist and driving force behind a project, a dream that has become a wonderful reality.


			


			Hans Gamper, a Swiss businessman, came to Barcelona in 1898, mainly for business reasons, after having done the same in Lyon (France). In his spare time, he played football in the streets of the Catalan capital with a group of friends. It is worth mentioning the anecdote that appeared in the publication La Linterna de Gracia, which reported “a vigorous protest against some Englishmen playing with a ball in their shorts and shirtsleeves, disturbing passers-by in the calle Aribau in Barcelona”. Of course, football was not as popular in its early days as it is today.


			On 22 October 1899, Joan Gamper published an advertisement in Los Deportes calling for the formation of a football team. The press release read: “Our friend and colleague Mr Kans Gamper, of the football section of Sociedad Los Deportes and former Swiss champion, wishes to organise some matches in Barcelona and asks all those who are fond of this sport to contact him…”.


			On 29 November, Gamper and eleven other players (the Swiss Otto Künzli and Walter Wild, the Englishmen John and William Parsons, the German Otto Maier, the Aragonese Enrique Ducay and the Catalans Lluís d’Ossó, Bartomeu Terrades, Pere Cabot, Carles Pujol and Josep Llobet) met at the Gimnàs Solé gymnasium, whose owner gave them all the support they needed, to found a club that would bear the name and emblem of the city: FC Barcelona. With this measure, they wanted to make clear their desire for integration.


			The newspaper La Linterna de Gracia reported “a vigorous protest against some Englishmen playing with a ball in their shorts and shirtsleeves, disturbing passers-by in the calle Aribau in Barcelona”.



			A MULTI-SPORT SPIRIT


			Gamper was a lover of sport. As well as football, he enjoyed athletics, cycling, rugby and golf. He saw these physical activities as a crucial factor in extolling the virtues of the human being. From the outset, the Swiss gentleman wanted an institution that would be open to all, regardless of where they came from. The idea of an inclusive club, in which everyone would have a voice, came from his head and heart, and he opted for a democratic entity, freely governed by its members. And in perfect communion with the region that had welcomed him, Catalonia, he did not hesitate to give Barça, from 1908, a commitment to Catalan identity, democracy, universality and a multi-sport spirit.


			Barça adopted the same coat of arms as Barcelona as a sign of its desire to identify with the city that had welcomed it and given it its name. In 1910, the board of directors, who wanted the club to have its own symbol, organised a competition to change the club’s crest, and the format that has survived, with some variations, to this day, was chosen.
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					A BARÇA DREAMED UP BY GAMPER


					The Barça team of the 1902-1903 season. They were the pioneers who paved the way of the legendary blue and garnet team, which is now more than a hundred years old. In the box above, the note published in Los deportes announcing the first match of Football Club Barcelona in the Bonanova Velodrome.


				


			


			In those early days, half of the shirt was blue, and the other half garnet, with opposite coloured sleeves and white shorts. The most widely accepted theory, even within the club itself, is that the blue and garnet were taken from the rugby kit worn by the Merchant Taylors’ rugby team in England, where the Witty brothers, among the club’s earliest members, had studied as young men.


			Barça´s first match was a friendly against a team from the English colony, which they lost 1-0. The game was played at the old Bonanova velodrome.


			In 1900, the first ever derby was played between Barça and Sociedad Española, the club that would later become Real Club Deportivo Espanyol (RCD Espanyol). The match ended in a goalless draw.


			In 1902, FC Barcelona won the Macaya Cup, the forerunner of the Catalan championship. This trophy was the brainchild of Alfonso Macaya, president of Club Hispania, who in 1900 publicly announced his intention to organise a competition between Catalan teams. The trophy is an exceptional work of modernist art, but unfortunately the Macaya Cup disappeared a year later with the creation of the Catalan championship.


			Also in 1902, on the occasion of the coronation of Alfonso XIII, an unofficial Spanish championship was held in Madrid, to which Barça was invited, along with Espanyol for Catalonia, Madrid and New Club as teams for the capital, and Athletic and Bilbao, for the Basque Country, although they were eventually united under the name Vizcaya. The Basques won their first national championship.


			That tournament also gave rise to the first ever clásico, played on 13 May, in which FC Barcelona beat Madrid 3-1.


			The 1903-04 season saw FC Barcelona’s first match abroad. It was in Toulouse against Stade Olympique, who were beaten 2-3 in a great match that will go down in history.


			Barça’s first major crisis came in November 1908. Its future was in doubt, with only thirty-eight members on the verge of throwing in the towel. Then came the giant figure of Joan Gamper, who took over the presidency of the club for the first time. It was 2 December of that year.
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					Joan Gamper was the soul of FC Barcelona as a player (bottom left in cap), president and ideologue of a dream that became a great club (top right). Edelmira Calvetó became Barça’s first female member on 1 January 1913 (bottom).
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				1909-1919 THE CONSOLIDATION OF BARÇA AT CALLE INDUSTRIA

			

			


			

				A new stage in the club’s history began, that of its consolidation in the football and social panorama of the city and the country. It is a process in which several circumstances converged: the first was the consolidation of the club as an entity, with a steady increase in the number of members and the reform of the statutes; the second was the inauguration of the first major ground, the pitch in calle Industria, which was inaugurated on 14 March 1909 and was the home of the Barcelonistas until 1922. And this period coincided with the great social movement sparked off by the events of the Tragic Week in the summer of 1909, with serious riots in Barcelona and other Catalan cities.


			


			The growth of the club was remarkable. The initial 201 members in 1909 grew to 2,973 in just ten seasons. It was a time when Barça laid a solid foundation to decide what kind of entity it wanted to build on, what kind of football club it wanted to become. It was as if FC Barcelona had come of age prematurely, surpassing the initial dreams of the group of friends who founded the club in 1899 for the purpose of practising sport on a daily basis. The path that would lead to the great entity that is FC Barcelona had begun.


			In the four seasons between 1909 and 1913, the club won the Spanish championship, also known as the Copa del Rey or The Cup, three times, and the four Pyrenees Cups, the first international tournament in which the club participated. This competition was contested by teams from Catalonia, the Basque Country and the south of France.


			CHAMPIONS OF SPAIN


			Of particular importance was the first Spanish title, won in the 1909-10 season, which confirmed FC Barcelona’s status as an established team. It had already dominated the Catalan championship and made the leap to the national level. They beat Español de Madrid 3-2 in the final match of the Spanish championship, with goals from Wallace and Comamala (two). Their return to Barcelona was spectacular, with thousands of fans waiting for them to disembark at Passeig de Gràcia.


			In February 1910, the club held a competition to decide on the format of the crest that we all know and love, and which, with slight variations, has survived to this day, the work of Santiago Femenía.



			The win in Madrid completed their triumph in the first ever international trophy, the Pyrenees Cup, which brought together Catalan, Basque and French clubs. Barça beat Real Sociedad 2-1 in the final in Toulouse. Their return to Barcelona was greeted with a similarly enthusiastic reception from the fans. These successes led to an increase in membership, and it became customary for supporters to go out and welcome the team after every major victory. From 1909, the team’s results were first announced at the drinks kiosk in Canaletes. It was the beginning of the Canaletes-Barça idyll that still exists today.


			In February 1910, the club held a competition to decide on the format of the crest that we all know and love, and which, with slight variations, has survived to this day, the work of Santiago Femenía. The crest is a good illustration of the club’s identity. It shows the cross of Saint George and the four stripes of the flag, symbols of Catalonia; the colours of the club, blue and garnet, and a ball in the middle.
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					A TEAM OF PIONEERS


					The Barça team in the 1909-10 season. Standing, Joan Gamper. He was joined by Bru, Morris, Solà, Quirante, Otto Gmelin (president), Grau and Sans. Kneeling, Peris. Sitting, Forns, Wallace, Carles Comamala, Macià and Arseni Comamala


				


			


			It was during those years that Paulino Alcántara, the Filipino star player, made his debut in the 1911-12 season at the age of just fifteen. He was Barça’s first popular star and, until Lionel Messi came along, the club’s all-time leading scorer with 395 goals. He had such a powerful shot that he once broke the net. He always wore a white handkerchief around his waist to identify himself to the fans.


			The 1908-09 season marked the beginning of FC Barcelona’s dominance of the Catalan championship. By 1919, Barça had won the league five times, including the 1909-10 Catalan championship in which the team went undefeated. They won every game.


			The 1912-13 season confirmed the turmoil in Spanish football at the time. Barça won the national championship by beating Real Sociedad 2-1 after drawing the first two games. All three games were played at Barcelona’s calle Industria ground. Organised by the dissident Spanish Union of Football Clubs rather than the Spanish Football Federation, the competition was known as the Copa de la Reina because the Federation held the patent for the Copa del Rey. The Federation competition was won by Real Unión de Irún, but when the Federation and the Union reunited, it was decided that both competitions, the Copa del Rey and the Copa de la Reina, would be considered official and would be included in the respective trophy lists of both champions.


			GAMPER THROWS IN THE TOWEL


			1914 marked the end of a period of federal turmoil in Catalonia and Spain. Barça’s founder, Joan Gamper, had resigned as president the previous year, fed up with the club’s internal wars. The team did not fare well in the 1913-14 season, finishing third in the Catalan league and missing out on the Spanish championship (which was a qualifying competition). They did not fare any better in the Pyrenees Cup, which they had won the previous season. They were knocked out by French side Lille.


			The 1915-16 season saw the birth of the rivalry that still exists today between Barça and Real, or in other words, Barcelona and Madrid. They were paired together in the Spanish championship and had to play four matches to determine the winner of the play-offs. In Barcelona the home team won, in Madrid their rivals won. There was a tie-break without a winner and in the fourth and final game, referee Berraondo’s performance went against Barça who, in agreement with their captain, decided to withdraw from the match. The score was 4-2 in Madrid’s favour.


			In June 1917, Joan Gamper returned to the Barça presidency for the third time. The club needed him and he did not want to let his beloved Barça down. Years earlier, in September 1912, the first coach in history, Mr Barren, had joined the team. Until then, there had been no such person. FC Barcelona hired him as the first coach to work exclusively in that capacity.
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					Paulino Alcántara was Barça’s first great mass idol, also a great goalscorer.


				


			


			An Englishman, Barren took over from Billy Lambe, the first coach in the club’s history who had also been a player. Barren was a coach only and had come from England for that purpose. His surname (Barren, Barzon or Baron) is unclear, although Barren was the version most often used in the press at the time.


			In 1913 the historic Jack Greenwell, who still played occasionally, spent ten years on the bench, although in his first season he was on the verge of being sacked because of poor results. He eventually settled into his position and achieved good results. He is one of the coaches with the best CV in Barça’s history.


			The final years of the decade were marked by a friendly match against a selection of players from the victorious countries of the First World War - France, Belgium and England.


			However, the most important event of the 1918-19 season was the debut of two important and emblematic players: goalkeeper Ricardo Zamora and striker Josep Samitier. The former came from Espanyol and the latter from Internacional. They first donned the blue and garnet in the second match against the Anglo-French-Belgian side. The goalkeeper was eighteen and l’Home Llagosta, as he would become known for his acrobatic finishing, was seventeen.
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					The origin of the word “culer” (the name given to Barça fans) goes back to when they used to sit on the wall of the pitch in calle Industria and those who passed underneath could only see their backsides.
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				1919-1929 THE FIRST GOLDEN AGE

			

			


			

				In the 1920s, football literally became a mass sport. FC Barcelona continued to attract a great deal of attention thanks to a dream team made up of players such as Josep Samitier, Paulino Alcántara, Ricardo Zamora, Emili Sagi, Vicenç Piera and Agustín Sancho, among others. This group became Barcelona’s first great idols, achieving unprecedented fame and popularity.


			


			This mythical team made the fan base grow and led to the construction of the Les Corts stadium in 1922, the first stadium owned by the club, an incomparable venue at the time. In 1923, the Barcelona club had more than ten thousand members. There were so many supporters that it was not uncommon for avalanches to break out in the stadium as people (entering from the back) pushed those already inside and some rolled onto the pitch.


			Matches against RCD Espanyol, their great rivals at the time, were the most anticipated by a fanbase that idolised their team and followed them wherever they went. On the Les Corts pitch, the team enjoyed a successful few years.


			Ricardo Zamora, nicknamed El Divino (The Divine), only played three seasons for Barça, but he left a deep mark with his saves and is regarded as one of the greatest goalkeepers in the history of the game.


			Popularly known as l’Home Llagosta (“the Grasshopper Man”) for his acrobatic finishing, Josep Samitier was the first great popular idol of Catalan football. He became a real social phenomenon. He even rubbed shoulders with popular artists such as Carlos Gardel and Maurice Chevalier, especially the former, with whom he became a close friend.


			Samitier and Zamora along with Sancho and Sesúmaga, were part of the Spanish team that won the medal in the Olympic football tournament at the 1920 Olympic Games in Antwerp. Ricardo Zamora was one of the great winners and achieved worldwide fame. The team was coached by former Barça player Paco Bru.


			THE FOUNDER RETURNS


			In July 1921, Joan Gamper was forced to return to the Barça presidency by popular demand. The team had just withdrawn from the final phase of the Spanish championship because the Federation had arbitrarily changed the venue from Seville to Bilbao, a move that greatly favoured Athletic. The previous season, Barça had won the tournament, against the very same Basque Lions.
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					Barça’s silver jubilee. Blessing of the flag.


				


			


			

				[image: ]

				

					Josep Samitier in one of his acrobatic shots. That’s why they called him l’Home Llagosta.


				


			


			In the 1921-22 season, Barça won the Catalan championship in style, with a 0-9 and 10-0 win over Espanyol deserving special mention. Results that would go down in the history of derbies between the two local rivals.


			The icing on the cake was winning the Spanish championship in Vigo against the then mighty Real Irún, led by Frenchman René Petit. They had previously eliminated Sevilla (0-1 and 7-1) and Sporting Gijón (1-1 and 7-2). The final match was an emphatic 5-1 victory, with goals coming from Alcántara (two), Samitier, Gracia and Torralba.


			The season ended badly with the departure of El Divino, Ricardo Zamora, to Espanyol. President Gamper refused to pay the money demanded by the great goalkeeper and the matter ended in divorce.


			The following season (1922-23) was a mixed bag. First Europa, a great team that year, beat Barça in the Catalan championship and, after beating them in a play-off in Girona (the two teams had finished level on points), knocked them out of the Spanish championship. In that tournament, the Europa team, who had had an unforgettable season, would go on to lose the final against Athletic.


			Joan Gamper decided to leave the presidency in May, despite the general pleas not to do so. He had accomplished his great mission, the construction of the Les Corts stadium, and he was not happy with the amateurism of the players, who were being secretly paid important contracts without being the professionals they wanted to be. The president chose to resign rather than continue to confront his players, as he did with Ricardo Zamora.


			THE HUNGARIAN GIANT


			On the footballing front, Barça finally found a replacement for Ricardo Zamora. It was the Hungarian giant Ferenc Plattkó, a goalkeeper who had impressed in the two games he played against Barça for his team MTK Budapest.


			Incredible as it may seem, Joan Gamper had to return to the presidency for the fifth time to bring peace. Barça, who had won the Catalan championship with ease, were thrashed in the semi-final of the Spanish tournament by Real Irún, who inflicted a humiliating 6-1 defeat on them. This sparked a wave of confrontation within the team, between the management and the opposition. The players were forced to issue a letter of apology to the fans. So, in June 1924, Barça’s founder had to return to the helm.


			On 7 and 8 December 1924, FC Barcelona celebrated their 25th anniversary, their silver jubilee, with two matches against Real Unión de Irún at the Les Corts stadium. By this time the club had 12,207 members.


			Peace was finally achieved in 1924-25 when the club won back-to-back Catalan and Spanish championships. Goals from Samitier and Sancho saw Barça defeat Arenas de Getxo in the final in Seville, with Plattkó, who saved Urresti’s penalty, playing a starring role. The title was celebrated to the hilt, with thousands of Barça fans lining the streets of Barcelona in unprecedented numbers.


			This euphoria gave way to a very delicate moment in Barça’s history, which ended with the club being closed for six months and Joan Gamper going into exile after being suspended from his post as president. During the dictatorship of General Primo de Rivera, Barça were playing a friendly against Júpiter when the crowd booed the “Marcha Real” (“Royal March”) played by a military band on an English ship anchored in Barcelona harbour.
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					Another spectacular try by Josep Samitier.


				


			


			It happened in a tribute match to the Orfeó Català, held on 14 June 1925. Around fourteen thousand spectators had gathered at Les Corts. The incident, in which the anthem was booed, cost Barcelona not only the closure of the stadium for six months, but also the suspension of all activities during that period, which threatened the very existence of the club.


			A few days after the match, the club’s founder and president, Joan Gamper, received a communiqué from General Joaquín Milans del Bosch, Captain General of the IV Military Region and Civil Governor, ordering the closure of the stadium and the suspension of all club activities for six months.


			On Christmas Day 1925, Barcelona returned to Les Corts with a new president, Arcadi Balaguer, who had been appointed through his political connections. Unsurprisingly, he was a monarchist and a personal friend of King Alfonso XIII. Joan Gamper, who had presented arguments to the Civil Government, finally resigned and went into exile in Switzerland, although he returned to Barcelona a few months later.


			The 1924-25 season also saw another notable episode in the derby against Espanyol, known as the “match of the small coins”. It was a tough game in which Paulino Alcántara was injured and Josep Samitier was sent off. The most curious thing about the game is that it began on 23 November 1924 and ended on 15 January the following year. The reason for this was that the crowd at Les Corts suddenly started throwing coins and even stones at a corner kick as referee Pelayo Serrano approached the Español area. The referee stopped the game for a moment and threatened that if the coin-throwing was repeated, he would do so for good. Almost immediately, as both teams were leaving the pitch at half-time, there was another shower of coins and the referee kept his promise. After much negotiation, both parties and the Federation agreed that the match would be played behind closed doors, with no spectators present. Remarkably, the banned Samitier was allowed to play, but Barça eventually lost 0-1.
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					Sami in the middle of a fight with Espanyol players in a Barcelona derby.


				


			


			The 1925-1926 season saw the first major fiasco in Barça’s history, when the signing of a foreign ace didn’t work out. This was the case of Héctor Scarone, the Uruguayan who was undoubtedly the best footballer in the world at the time, a stylish midfielder who could also score goals. Barça fans were stunned to see him in fine form when his team, Nacional de Montevideo, visited Barcelona. The Barça board, led at the time by Arcadi Balaguer, were determined to sign him. But all the expectations placed in him were dashed. He made just twenty-one appearances (all friendlies) and scored 17 goals. He did not adapt to Barça, to their style of play, nor to life in Barcelona. He returned to Uruguay with little fanfare. And he was a phenomenon, as his record shows. He won gold at the Olympic Games in Paris (1924) and Amsterdam (1928). He won the first World Cup in Uruguayan history (1930) and won the South American championship in 1917, 1923, 1924 and 1926. He returned to Europe to play for Inter and Palermo, and to La Liga to coach Real Madrid. There were a thousand rumours at the time that his Barça team-mates were boycotting him, but he himself honestly admitted that it was not true, that he simply did not fit in with the team.


			Barça won the Catalan championship. In the Spanish championship, the final victory came against Atlético de Madrid, who put up a great fight in a very even match that ended in a 2-2 draw (goals from Samitier and Just) and had to be decided in extra time. A Paulino Alcántara goal in extra time sealed the title for Barcelona. Needless to say, the team’s reception was overwhelming after all that had happened during the season, including the closure of Les Corts.


			In the midst of Primo de Rivera’s dictatorship, the Les Corts stadium was closed for six months and all club activities suspended after the public booed the “Marcha real”. President Joan Gamper was suspended and went into exile.



			LES CORTS, WITH GRASS


			It is worth noting that in 1926, the Les Corts stadium finally had a natural grass pitch. And the legendary Paulino Alcántara, who at the age of thirty-one decided to hang up his boots, did not play much on that green carpet. In truth, he had plenty of football left in him, but he preferred to be a doctor. In fact, he played less and less in his last seasons as he concentrated on his studies and his new profession.


			As for the blaugrana, they won the Catalan Cup once again, but in the national competition they lost to Arenas de Getxo in the semi-finals in Zaragoza. The Basques won 4-3.


			What many people did not know at the time was that it was Barça who came up with the idea of a national championship. It was the idea of Josep María Soldevila, who proposed it to the Barcelona board in February 1927 and then to the Spanish Football Federation.


			Barça had the honour of winning the first league trial, which included Barcelona, Real Sociedad, Athletic, Arenas de Getxo, Real Madrid and Real Unión de Irún.


			Of all the triumphs of the decade, the most celebrated was the 1928 Spanish championship (Copa del Rey). In the final, played in Santander, Barça defeated Real Sociedad (3-1), having drawn the first two games 1-1. The Donostia-San Sebastián side had been Barcelona’s opponents in the early stages of the competition. Goalkeeper Ferenc Plattkó, who was seriously injured in the first leg of the final, was the great hero, immortalised in a moving poem by Rafael Alberti and sung by the legendary tango singer Carlos Gardel, who was in Santander for the final.


			It was a wait-and-see affair, as the first two matches, played in May, were evenly matched. And the play-off had to wait until the end of June because of the 1928 Olympic Football Tournament in Amsterdam.


			For the first time, Barcelona’s triumph was broadcast to the whole of Barcelona, causing an incredible outpouring of joy in the city. However, there was a huge error in the hasty announcement of a victory that was not a victory at all. Radio Barcelona corrected the mistake and announced that the game had ended in a draw and extra time was needed. People had already taken to the streets.


			The season ended badly due to a tour of South America that did not suit the team, who were exhausted after winning the Catalan and Spanish championships and the pre-league tournament. They only beat Boca Juniors. They lost to the Argentina national team, River Plate, Independiente and Rosario. They were no better off in Uruguay, where they drew with Peñarol and were thrashed by Nacional, with the masterful Héctor Scarone taking his revenge for his frustrating spell at Barça.


			The following season, the atmosphere around the club was still tense. It was the inaugural year of the brand-new First Division League. Things got off to a bad start in the Catalan championship, which was easily won by a formidable Espanyol, who beat Barcelona in both matches to finish third behind Europa. In the Copa del Rey, Espanyol were once again Barça’s executioners, knocking them out in the semi-finals. Espanyol won the title by beating Real Madrid in what became known as the “water final”. The match was played in a downpour in Valencia.


			The inaugural nationwide league began, and Barça opened their account with a 0-2 win over Racing Santander. Manuel Parera Penella had the honour of scoring the first and second goals in Barça’s history at the old Campos de Sport at El Sardinero.
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					A match played at La Foixarda, with the crowd on the mountain slopes.


				


			


			However, they lost 1-2 to Real Madrid at Les Corts on the second matchday. A run of poor results followed, and Barcelona finished the first half of the season in sixth place. However, Barça’s response at the restart of the season was sensational. With two games to play, they drew 1-1 with Espanyol in Sarrià and moved to within two points of leaders Real Madrid. Madrid lost at San Mamés and Barça beat Real Unión de Irún at Les Corts. Everything depended on their trip to Getxo to face Arenas. FC Barcelona won at Ibaiondo thanks to two goals from Parera. Barça became the first league champions!
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					Josep Samitier (centre), with his teammates Emili Sagi-Barba (left) and Vicenç Piera (right) from the successful Barça team of the 1920s. Above, the first stone of the Les Corts pitch. Below, tribute match to Paulino Alcántara and closed-door game at Les Corts.
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