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			To my dear Sofia, for everything you have taught me.

		

	
		
			Preface

			We do not trifle our life away thinking about it, but once we sense the depth of an enigma, freeing ourselves from it is hard. We do not lose sleep over it, even though it occupies part of our thoughts as we lie awake at night. At times when we find a clue, our curiosity is momentarily rewarded.

			In addition to being an effective antidote to boredom, curiosity can be found at the origin of disturbing concerns and great satisfaction. In this case, curiosity is the primary focus of this essay regarding time and our imagination is the tool we will use.

			Science’s great advances and the conclusions they offer bring us equally closer to our immense ignorance. The classic enigmas and fundamental questions posed by human beings since the beginning of their history are partially and timidly revealed, while their background remains unfathomable

			Regardless of our profession, education, or age, the fostering of a moderate concern about the great unknowns that surround us, conveniently guided by curiosity and armed with the powerful tool of the imagination, should be, apart from a right, practically an obligation for all of us.

			As we well know, imagining something and then making it a reality was not always a right. Moreover, up until a few centuries ago, people risked being exposed to more criticism than necessary for doing so.

			To simply spark our interest regarding transcendental matters such as life, time, and the universe should occupy, at least a brief space in our world. Therefore, like puppets in a theater, we remain ignorant about their foundations, the reason they exist, and the mechanisms that guide them.

			During this essay, we will briefly introduce the notion of time and our assimilation of its evolution, the scientific advances that shed light on its true nature, and, finally, a thought experiment based on an exercise in lateral thinking whose aim is to simply tap into our imagination.

		

	
		
			An introduction to the concept of time

			Countless authors, public figures, and scientists have written, digressed, and philosophized about time. We can find a very wide bibliography available from classical literature, sacred and theosophical texts from the Middle Ages, or contemporary scientists. From Aristotle to Einstein and Newton, from St. Augustine to the information generated by CERN (European Organization for Nuclear Research), and innumerable popular scientists such as Stephen Hawking, Carl Sagan, or Carlo Rovelli.

			The truth is that we can read all kinds of ideas; from the understanding of time as a simple and necessary illusion of our brain that allows us to order events, to its current status as the fourth dimension in physics and space’s inseparable companion.

			It is a recurring concept in our life. Surely, at some point, we have all focused our attention on thinking about time in greater or lesser depth. During our existence, its passing unsettles us with varying intensities depending on which of its different meanings occupies or worries us. For good reason, the Merriam-Webster Dictionary includes the significant number of twenty-one entries that are worth quoting, as listed below:

			Time

			noun

			1a: the measured or measurable period during which an action, process, or condition exists or continues: DURATION

			b: a nonspatial continuum that is measured in terms of events which succeed one another from past through present to future

			c: LEISURE

			// time for reading

			2: the point or period when something occurs: OCCASION

			3a: an appointed, fixed, or customary moment or hour for something to happen, begin, or end

			// arrived ahead of time

			b: an opportune or suitable moment

			// decided it was time to retire

			—often used in the phrase about time

			// about time for a change

			4a: a historical period: AGE

			b: a division of geologic chronology

			c: conditions at present or at some specified period —usually used in plural

			// times are hard

			// move with the times

			d: the present time

			// issues of the time

			5a: LIFETIME

			b: a period of apprenticeship

			C: a term of military service

			d: a prison sentence

			6: SEASON

			// very hot for this time of year

			7a: rate of speed: TEMPO

			b: the grouping of the beats of music: RHYTHM

			8a: a moment, hour, day, or year as indicated by a clock or calendar

			// what time is it

			b: any of various systems (such as a sidereal or solar system) of reckoning time

			9a: one of a series of recurring instances or repeated actions

			// you’ve been told many times

			b: times plural

			(1): added or accumulated quantities or instances

			// five times greater

			(2): equal fractional parts of which an indicated number equal a comparatively greater quantity

			// seven times smaller

			// three times closer

			c: TURN

			// three times at bat

			10: finite as contrasted with infinite duration

			11: a person’s experience during a specified period or on a particular occasion

			// a good time

			// a hard time

			12a: the hours or days required to be occupied by one’s work

			// make up time

			// on company time

			b: an hourly pay rate

			// straight time

			c: wages paid at discharge or resignation

			// pick up your time and get out

			13a: the playing time of a game

			b: TIME-OUT

			14: a period during which something is used or available for use

			// computer time

			Time

			Verb

			1a: to arrange or set the time of: SCHEDULE

			b: to regulate (a watch) to keep correct time

			2: to set the tempo, speed, or duration of

			// timed his leap perfectly— Neil Amdur

			3: to cause to keep time with something

			4: to determine or record the time, duration, or rate of

			// time a horse

			5: to dispose (something, such as a mechanical part) so that an action occurs at a desired instant or in a desired way

			Time

			Adjective

			1a: of or relating to time

			b: recording time

			2: timed to ignite or explode at a specific moment

			// a time charge

			3a: payable on a specified future day or a certain length of time after presentation for acceptance

			// a time draft

			// time deposits

			b: based on installment payments

			// a time sale

			If we think about it, we can deduce that time is not a highly valued idea in general. We tend to blame it with resignation for the candles we blow out with every new birthday and for all it represents.

			Its irreversible passing makes repentance one of the bitterest feelings we can experience since, from our childhood, we comprehend that what has already happened cannot be changed. Otherwise, babies, who have not yet even learned to speak, would not cry when their ice cream falls on the floor or their toy breaks into pieces. At that early age, we have already sensed that physical phenomena are irreversible.

			It seems as though its intangibility disturbs and bothers us and, frequently, we often tend to blame whoever is not present. We definitely do not feel like it is ours or that it belongs to us, rather we see it as a great and relentless galley captain who sets the pace for us, his rowers.

			We row to the rhythm, together, in synch. Thus, we have assimilated time as something external, incontestable, and unyielding.
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An artistic illustration

			We often also use time as a scapegoat, blaming the consequences of our unwillingness or disinterest on our lack of it. Yet, when we have plenty of it, we become weighed down by boredom.

			Most of its twenty-one meanings in the dictionary are used by all of us practically daily. In fact, we have become accustomed to assimilating its different meanings with great ease despite its abstract and complex nature. Partly the common and routine nature of its multiple meanings makes it difficult for us to detach ourselves enough to amazingly examine its more intimate nature, try to identify its origin, and understand the logical and necessary diverse uses that we now give to time. Later, we will delve into the significance of how we refer to it grammatically.
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