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1
THE PILLARS OF WEALTH
___









I have been obsessed with spreading knowledge using the best possible teaching method so that people appropriate it and transform their daily reality.


This book will be no exception and I will use all the teaching ability I have to make this reading experience life-transforming. I gain nothing by talking about wealth, education, financial freedom, inspiration, and about finding a transcendental meaning in the desire to be rich if I don’t share ideas about how to achieve it. So setting the bar high from the beginning is not frightening.


I start from the certainty that each one of us is capable of becoming the person he/she wants to be. But this, as we will see throughout these pages, requires more than a powerful determination to do so. One of the most fascinating qualities that human beings have is their extraordinary ability to change and to always be able to improve. Saying that a transformation is not possible or that defects will be there forever because “we were born that way” is, from my point of view, a statement of mediocrity.


Over more than twenty years as an investor, coach, and financial analyst, people have repeatedly told me: “I want to make money but have failed to do so. It doesn’t seem possible yet.” I have been able to conclude through my own experience and that of many people that the more you look for something with a selfish spirit, the more elusive and difficult to obtain it becomes. Today it is clear to me that it is imperative to have a deep motivation that could be the engine to give these aspirations a transcendental meaning which will lead us to discover the potential we have to overcome any obstacle. Money, wealth, and abundance will come by themselves, but only if we have carefully defined the reason why we are seeking them.


It may sound simplistic, but defining this this “life purpose” requires going through some steps and should not be confused with the result expected from certain actions in life. We will clarify the meaning of this in the following pages through examples in the hope that all of those who discover their “reason why” will feel the way what we have called “a “purple” way of life” springs up and makes them different from the ordinary person. You will also discover that there is within you an unbeatable ability to supercharge, to become so passionate about your “reason why” that you do achieve what you propose. It is enough for now to note that from our perspective, obtaining wealth, prosperity, and abundance is directly linked to the growth of each individual as a person. Give a hug, be kind and generous, call someone who may not be expecting it, be firm, always aspire to more, and you will realize how all of this is related to money.


People gain nothing by saying “I want to make progress financially” if their habits, if what they study, if what they read, if what they participate in, and if the people they surround themselves with always remain the same. And, indeed, the same is true if their hours of sleep continue to be long and placid while they wait for reality to change by itself as if it were by magic. That is why I can say that there is no difference between a person who is poor and a person who wants to be rich but does nothing useful to make it happen.


Arriving at these observations has been the fruit of my experience. I turned what for many is a tragedy into the opportunity of my life: being fired. I have repeated this in my lectures and seminars, and I reaffirm it every day. It was then that I faced myself, saw what I was made of, and found my lodestar. I changed my mindset and that made it possible for me to go from earning 800 dollars monthly as a university professor and researcher to earning a higher monthly income than any president or CEO of a private company in the region only four years later.


By the age of 35, I had been a professor, author of five books, and contributor for important economic journals in my country. I had also accumulated very valuable experiences in various entities in the private financial sector until that one defining moment arrived. So I developed the first seminar on investing over Internet for non-experts in Colombia in 2000 when the vast majority did not have a computer and few even dared to make payments over Internet. Currently, there are now more than 75 versions of this seminar.


In 2004, I founded Invertir Mejor (Invest Better) in order to make investing on Internet accessible to all. Today, Invertir Mejor has achieved this goal in more than forty countries in which we have clients. However, what is even more important is that our purpose is no longer limited to investments; it is to inspire the lives of our partners and followers through a better financial education and personal growth. I am interested in inspiring millions of people and changing the way they live through my influence. I wanted Invertir Mejor to become a cause rather than just a company. We have been succeeding at that thanks to the work of the committed team of people who I am very grateful for and to my wife, Alicia.


For me, the Universe evaluates us every day and the more determination you have, the more merit you accumulate. This determination, these desires, this passion that you impress on your work is fertile ground for good fruit to be harvested from. At any given moment in life, the Universe takes a picture in which the exact condition you are in is registered, and it depends on you to make sure that the picture is pretty and you are seen the way you want to be. This is what happened to me: I transformed what seemed to be an adverse situation into what, today, is my deepest reason for existing and what I dedicate 100% of my working hours to: teaching, inspiring, and investing in making people happier. As we will see, the less selfish and individual your “reason why” is, the more prosperity the Universe will return to you, and what would be better than to have it accompanied by money? Let’s make it clear from the beginning, money in and of itself is not the purpose. It is one of the desirable outcomes of a purpose that is strongly rooted in our being.


The secret is to BE in order to have; not to have in order to BE. Increase your inner richness, and you will increase your outer wealth.


I have highlighted the word invest intentionally. When you invest funds, hopefully they will go into a business where that for which you came into the world, this transcendent proposal, which we have baptized as the “reason why” is deployed. This proposal should be related to what you do best with your talents and that is why you have to monetize it or turn it into money.


All human beings have defects – there is no doubt about that – but at the same time they have a plethora of abilities and skills that are only discovered during the most difficult times, and that they would not have believed possible to use before that. All of us, without exception, have talents. The difference is in who discovers them and converts them into something profitable. The majority of people underestimate that latent capital that they have, and learning to exploit it is also financial education as we will see in this book.


I have mentioned one of the determining factors in my career. It was one of them that led me to change my life and showed me a turning point where I could discover and enhance the talents I already had: having been fired. This situation confronted me and led me down a path toward the generation of new and higher income, a trajectory I want every reader to forge as well. The photo that the Universe took of me at that moment was a picture of a person facing a new and unexpected obstacle but endowed by nature with the determination to change the situation completely and turn it around in his favor.


I reached the point where I could corroborate that a “person’s reality is based on what he believes is possible. Nothing will change until that person’s reality changes and that only becomes reality when the person is capable of conquering himself, conquering his fears, and conquering his defects.” I found myself forced to reflect deeply about my own talents and aspirations in order to convert that adversity into terrain where I could sow the seeds of my own destiny and transform that crisis into an opportunity. The questions that I faced were neither simple nor trivial: Why had I come into the world? What is it that I do best?


I did not find the answers to them immediately. But when I looked at what I had been doing up to that time, I realized that the purpose of my life was to teach and inspire. To do those two things, I had talents such as the ability to speak in public, study, and be disciplined that would help me to do them well. The Universe was showing me that first picture was beginning to change, other paths were opening up, and the next photo was going to be radically different.


Just as I discovered and valued my talents and virtues, my defects were also still there and flourished to such an extent that they obscured what I was beginning to build. Success in my field of work had made me a person who was so, overbearing, and convinced that I possessed the absolute truth that not even I could stand myself sometimes. I lacked emotional intelligence and spirituality, and I literally humbled myself and overcame myself to acquire them.


I think that when you take success for granted, think it will always be there and that your capabilities can eclipse other things that are as important in life as how best to treat others, not losing control, and being more human, you are lost. I had succeeded in generating much more income than I had when I was employed.


That was great. However, I gained nothing by treating people badly and not growing inwardly.


There was a catalyst in my life that showed me, as if in a revelation, that in order to be truly rich and prosperous, I had to change the way I was and the way I related to others. It happened after I called a call center. As a result of the delay in their response time and service, I vented all of my anger on the person who was available on the other end of the line to deal with what I needed. It was not the first time. When I hung up, engulfed in my wrath, I went through a confrontation with myself that was surreal. I felt as if there were another presence in front of me that asked me what made me think I had the right to abuse another person and, at that moment, all of the defects that I wanted to eradicate began to emerge. Remember: I am convinced that human beings can be whoever they want to be and can always be a better version of that.


It is not always an overnight process. But the first step is to determine that there has to be a change and, in my case, it had to be deep and radical. It had to be an authentic quantum leap that would take me from the point where I was, not to the next level, but much further and always beyond expectations.


That is how I made the decision to make that leap, to demonstrate to myself and those around me that I could become a better person. I decided to subject myself to one of the most difficult tests for someone who was proud and overbearing like I was. By means of coaching experiences in Neurolinguistic Programming (NLP) and personal growth exercises, I lived times when I felt very uncomfortable, exposed, and forced to serve others with humility and dedication. I had to conquer the pride that characterized me and the arrogance that closed doors; in other words, conquer myself. No book or course could match the experience itself of having put myself in other people’s shoes without judging them, and thanks to that, correct some behaviors that were distorting my reality and hence, blocking the true path to a prosperous life in every sense. Since this happened, the Universe has done nothing but send blessings although I know that there still are and will be many more things to correct. One should never put aside the determination and conviction that rather than changing step by step as we have always been told, it is possible to change rapidly if we put our minds to it. It is perfectly viable to be one person on Friday and be a different one the following Monday.


Why walk if you can fly; why proceed step by step if there are quantum jumps. Be careful about the way you have been accustomed to live.


Nothing will change until we change our reality. The invitation is to do something that we are afraid to do every day, travel, meet new people, read something different, run risks, and every day, go beyond that comfort zone in which nobody becomes great. The Universe will take each picture thus registering the merits of each moment and the determination with which you forge your character. All of that will add up and confirm that it is no coincidence that those who grow as people increase their income by proportions that they had not imagined.


And if this level of prosperity and abundance comes into your life, the one that I want for you now and I know you will achieve, don’t let yourself be deceived by those who cling to the old saying that you have barely 15 minutes of “fame and fortune” that you should take advantage of. When you achieve abundance and wealth, you will attract more if you are leveraging from a “reason why” that is solid, transcendent and has lasting effects.


We will talk later about what the concept of leveraging means for me and for a “purple” person.


For the time being, if we agree then that we have to change habits and mindset in order to see a new reality, I think we will have started from a useful point. Abundance comes into your life once it is in your head. But this is intimately related to another fundamental aspect that I also had to be aware of and that is widely shared: language.


Abundance will be possible only when you change the words you use daily, not just the words you use to communicate with others but also the words you say to yourself. Many of the ones you use all day should pay a toll and at the moment they don’t.


In other words, many words should be completely eliminated from your everyday vocabulary and from the way you talk to and about yourself both mentally and with others regarding your purpose, projects, goals, and desires.


Words are not carried away by the wind; words define your reality. Pay attention to the words you say, and the ones that are said to you!


Neurolinguistic Programming (NLP) is a tool that I absolutely recommend that will help you understand the great power that words have to attract wealth and abundance. When speaking to all the people who have attended my lectures and seminars, clients that I work with in Invertir Mejor, and my readers, I recommend going through the experience of participating in a PNL workshop or seminar at least once in their lives. Currently, this is widely available in all the countries in our region where you can do that. The major contribution of this experience is the development of an assertive and constant use of the words that articulate our desires and decree the fulfillment of our aspirations all the time on a daily basis. No one can do this for us. Decreeing what our “reason why” is, affirming our purpose in life, vanquishing conformity, and generating a prosperous reality for ourselves and our environment cannot be delegated or delayed. You will see that is even possible to walk on fire without burning yourself if you purpose to do it and repeat it to yourself just like I have done on multiple occasions.


At this point we can ask ourselves: if every human has the will power, the ability to change, and ways to use words more assertively and forcefully, why isn’t everyone rich if the great majority want to be? There are several things that explain that. First of all, there are people who, having time and health to create wealth, don’t do it by virtue of the fact that they are used to having everything handed to them and not having to make any effort. They spend their lives complaining, crying, lamenting, demanding subsidies and perks, and never develop everything they have within themselves or the infinite potential they possess basically because they have never been faced with true emergencies.


Only high pressure transforms coal into diamonds. It is sad to see that, because of fear of pressure, fear of going through these pressing needs, the majority die as just coal.


Urgency is key. If you do not have it or have not had it, create it. This is the way to find out what your true motivations are and discover why you came into this world. Ten percent of the people earn 90 percent of the world’s income. That said, if you really want to be within that minority – which is a genuine aspiration – subject yourself to necessities, in other words, to extremes that will push you to develop your talents, work on your defects, and seek new or additional income. You must create the circumstances that will put pressure on your life or push you away from or pull you out of your comfort zone where you won’t grow as a person. My invitation is to raise the bar higher every day; give yourself more ambitious goals every day. Leave home if that allows you to demand more of yourself, overdraw your bank account, travel without a dollar in your pocket, quit your job if you don’t enjoy it, but please: do something that puts you on the ropes, let your genius flourish and see what you are made of if you want to fly and not just walk!


Focusing on pressing needs and motivated by your “reason why” or deepest motivation will generate financial habits that will define the future of your equity. Hence the “reason why” cannot be weak. You must communicate passion when you talk to people about this, and when you repeat it to yourself. Without determination or a reason for being in this world, you will never be rich. Without a motivation or urgent need that forces you to seek and generate income, you won’t be rich either. And without habits or financial education, you will not meet your goal nor develop criteria and you will continue to invest in the same things as always.


One of the reasons why there are people who are poor and it is certain there will continue to be is that they keep accumulating more and more poorly used hours. That is poverty: a total sum of misused hours. When we have bad habits that do not contribute to the purpose that we are seeking, we are undoubtedly making poor use of time. Indeed, I think that sleeping more than six hours to be a necessity but nonetheless, unfortunate for attracting wealth. If God wanted one to sleep a lot, He would have already sent you death. If you have realized that you need money, you have to find out how to get it. Now ask yourself what habits you have that are needed to nurture that increase in financial capital and which ones you should abandon. If the Universe were to take a picture of your life at this point in time, what would that picture look like? Think of the things, people, and attitudes that would disfigure this picture and which ones you think should appear the next time this moment is captured. If it is not clear, I hope that this book and my videos, which are available on the YouTube channel and Invertir Mejor Online, can give you light with respect to this.
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Being rich implies developing something special and extraordinary that will set you apart from other people. Something unique that will set you apart and that arises from a series of qualities and talents that you yourself have maximized. It is not a question of being different in appearance or superficially but rather of something deep within you. If you are one of those people who believe that they have no talents and cannot inspire others, I am going to show you that you may be wrong since all of us, without exception, have the raw material to always be better than we are. My “reason why,” my own motivation in life is to help you to start this process of discovery that will lead each of you to find your own motivation, one that is so strong, deep, sustainable, and transcendental that it will steer you towards paths of wealth and material prosperity. The most important thing for me is to guide each reader in the search for a purple process so that things and changes happen to them that generate wealth in their lives.


Many people have approached me and and told me with absolute certainty that they do not have any special talent that would give them even the slightest chance of becoming rich. As we will see, all of us have a plethora of talents to develop and monetize, i.e., to turn into money. Part of the key to generating income is in the latter.


But, if from the start, someone thinks that he doesn’t have any talent or something that makes him different or unique deep within his being, he is annulling the possibility of generating wealth with his thoughts and language. Thought and language are the most powerful things that we have for changing our reality positively, but if we don’t handle them well, they become the most lethal weapons against our aspirations and dreams.


There are those who claim that the obstacle to becoming rich that they face is that they were not born into a privileged family context in which they could dedicate themselves to what they really liked. As the saying goes, “they weren’t born with a silver spoon in their mouths” and they point to their parents, their family, and their education as the factors that determined and condemned them to poverty for the rest of their lives.


I have also encountered those who believe that the problem lies in the place where they were born: countries without equal opportunity for everyone, meager resources, or closed social circles. They were so limited that they did not have the opportunity to make the connections they needed to reach prominent positions or be successful with their business ideas.


Some would say that they have not been able to be successful because they are not tall, attractive, slim, sexy, or whatever enough, or because they lack some quality that they believe would give them an advantage over others. They are able to enumerate a litany of excuses like an unending spiral, like a cycle of pretexts that never comes to an end, and that culminates in abolishing change and progress from their lives. Often, for example, women in particular feel that their gender already places them at a disadvantage and therefore, they are condemned to never being rich or not as rich as a man could be. I have proven that none of this is true. It is only a matter of limiting conversations that we carry on within ourselves and that everyone, without exception, can create the conditions for becoming rich. What is more, they should do so, but they need to overcome the fears and hang-ups that hold them back.


I won’t deny anything as evident as the fact that every person is born into different circumstances, but, for me, that does not absolutely determine their destiny as if it were carved in stone and there were no remedy. On the contrary, I am a firm believer in the infinite possibilities that each person has to change their lives and always improve as we have already indicated. However, we will now add that making the decision to be rich has to do with taking control of your own life as a first step and assuming all of the responsibility for achieving that purpose without hiding behind the pretexts mentioned above.


In my talks and seminars, I constantly repeat the fact that the rich take responsibility for the results; not for the excuses. They do not blame anyone else for things not working out or taking an unexpected twist. They take personal responsibility for the situation, participate actively in the process of creating wealth and, whatever the outcome, they always profit or learn at the end. The word failure is not part of a “purple” dictionary. There is only experience, learning, and training, not failure. What is more, I always talk about how important it is to make the kinds of investments which you know ahead of time you are going to profit from unlike what happens when you purchase a stock, a foreign currency, a commodity or a piece of land. Surely, as happens at these seminars, you are probably wondering: And what are these investments in which you know in advance you are going to make money? My answer is: when you invest in your reason why. And the fact is, there is nothing more profitable than investing in what you do best, that you undertake passionately, that you are motivated to do, and that fulfills your purpose in life. And when I say profitable, I am not just referring to money. It goes beyond that: it is the satisfaction that it contributes to what you came into the world to do.


Raise your income to the level of your dreams or you will see your dreams fall to the level of your income.


Let us remember that the Universe takes pictures of us: Ask yourself right now how much in control of your own life you are. How many excuses do you give yourself daily for not changing? Do you think that money itself is bad? Are you fully satisfied with your life just as it is today?


What pretexts do you repeat to yourself to avoid dedicating 100% of your time to investing your material and emotional resources into what makes you different from others? Who is the only one who is responsible for what happens in your life? Do you, perhaps, blame others for what happens to you or for your failure to achieve what you set out to do? Finally, imagine what that picture would be like. Is it satisfactory to you, and do you feel happy and fulfilled with what you see?
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