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			Cities and design

			The oldest hotel in the world is over a thousand years old. It opened its doors in 705 and is still in operation. It has been maintained by the same family for 52 generations. It is called Nishiyama Onsen Keiunkan. It is in Japan, two hours from Mount Fuji, located amongst mountains. We don’t know who built it, but it should be made a monument to the longevity of his work. Any of the architects featured in this book would be more than happy for their projects to last one tenth of that time. You will see that they have put all their effort into it. They all prioritize sustainability to achieve that goal and that is one of the reasons they have chosen us to furnish their hotels. Each one with its own style and in different locations. From a resort in the Riviera Maya for an unforgettable vacation, to comfortable accommodation in the city center where you can rest before the next day’s meeting. By leafing through the following pages you can go around the world and enjoy a journey through the best contemporary architecture.
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					A hotel must

					breathe comfort.

					And this has

					nothing to do

					with luxury

					nor with stars.

				

				Patxi Mangado

			

		

	
		
			A travel guide

			A unique bookstore? A well-known museum and another to discover? A secret garden? A restaurant where you are a regular? A club, bar or cocktail lounge? Your favorite theater in town? A market where you enjoy getting lost? An antique or furniture store you recommend? Your favorite views of a place? We have asked these questions to the internationally renowned architects and studios that have designed some of the hotels below. We know that during their construction they have to make many trips to keep an eye on the works and on each of those trips they accumulate knowledge and personal experiences that are not usually found in the guidebooks. These are recommendations from the perspective of their tastes to which we add others in each of the destinations, located across four of the five continents, through which the contents of this publication passes.
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			Tourism drives architecture and vice versa. We could say that it has always done so when it comes to the classics, from the Athenian Parthenon to the multitude of cathedrals and temples of all religions, with Gaudí’s Sagrada Familia being the star of recent times. More recent examples are the Guggenheim effect, which has been replicated in many cities, or the gastronomic tourism generated by the culinary revolution initiated by elBulli. Architects, like ordinary mortals, also travel, whether for pleasure or work. They like to eat well seated and often select accommodations that allow them to see firsthand what their professional contemporaries have done. It is difficult for them to visit Amsterdam and not stay overnight in the imposing hotel built by OMA, with which we open our selection. In London, if you don’t want to stay overnight, you can have a drink on the exceptional terrace of the ME London.

			In addition to the great views offered by the building designed by Foster + Partners, what you will find in the fifty hotels we have chosen is a clear commitment to sustainability and some of the key factors that are defining the latest hotel architecture, that is more respectful of the environment and focused on the well-being of people, explained in some cases by the architects themselves. Some have seen their work recognized with LEED Gold certification, which, in the future, will be as important as the five stars on the door. Another aspect to highlight is the pains taken to adapt to the site by using local materials and craftsmanship. If you are building in Lima, it makes no sense to import Carrara marble, it makes sense to use the traditional Peruvian marbles and granites, which are also kilometer zero.

			The same professionals who have specified the furniture are also talking about it. Reasonable and discreet designs that, in any case, are striking for their simplicity and quality, as Patxi Mangado explains with meridian lucidity. They also say that they are comfortable, functional, versatile, contemporary and have character. This last point brings to mind a story of an illustrious hotelier, the great César Ritz, which can be found in Andreu World’s Chairpedia, He had small furniture made when he had to furnish small spaces. This is how he once decorated the bar of his luxurious hotel on Place Vendôme in Paris. He ordered the decorators to reduce the size of the chairs and tables, in order to visually achieve a sense of spaciousness.

			
				Ramón Úbeda and Álvaro Castro
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			Nhow Amsterdam Rai

			Amsterdam

			The Dutch firm OMA has built this large 24-story, 650-room hotel in the Zuidas business district, located next to the RAI convention center. It consists of three triangular volumes stacked one on top of the other. The design references a triangular advertising column from the neighboring Europaplein square, which was once the tallest structure in the area. The facade is made of aluminum and glass panels. At the base, the lobby is distributed over two floors, with commercial spaces. From there, one can access the top floors of the building where the zone called On Air is located, which includes meeting and conference rooms, lounges and a broadcast studio for recording television programs. It is accessible to both guests and visitors. The hotel is located between the large Beatrixpark, Amstelpark and Martin Luther Kingpark. The Europaplein station is just a few steps from its door, allowing quick access to the center and its major attractions. The perennial Van Gogh museum, catamaran trips on the city’s canals, buying tulips at the flower market, wandering through the Rijksmuseum, visiting the Oude Kerk (the oldest building in Amsterdam, consecrated as a church in the early fourteenth century) or discovering Rembrandt’s house museum, are just some of the plans and activities that can be done comfortably from the Nhow.
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				Europaboulevard, 2B

				1078 RV Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

				www.nhow-hotels.com

				Siesta (sofa)
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			Hilton Diagonal Mar

			Barcelona

			In 2016, London-based studio THDP began work on the interior design of this hotel. The project concluded in 2019 with the reception area and a new restaurant in the lobby. The oblique lines, visual games and color notes speak of Mediterranean modernity not at odds with functionality. This entire area is part of the same space with no apparent division (only sketched out by furniture and shelves) with designated areas for having a drink, working or as a lounge. Clients usually stay for business or vacation, so both premises have been present. References to the city have not been lacking in the use of the trencadís popularized by Gaudí and Jujol, which has even served as inspiration for its characteristic image to be reproduced on carpets and rugs. At Aürt restaurant, the cuisine of chef Artur Martínez (awarded one Michelin star in 2019) is a blend of local flavors that are prepared before the diner’s eyes. Very close to the hotel is the Forum (with a busy cultural agenda) as well as many restaurants and beach bars on beaches such as Llevant (offering water sports) or the neighboring park that gives its name to the hotel, designed by Enric Miralles and Benedetta Tagliabue (EMBT).
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				Passeig del Taulat, 262-264

				08019 Barcelona (Spain)

				www.hilton.com

				 Alya (lounge chair, armchair)

				 Tauro (lounge chair)

				 Nub (lounge chair)

				 Reverse Occasional (table)

				 Plaza (table)

				 Nuez (armchair)
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			Mercer Barcelona

			Barcelona

			Pritzker Prize winner, Rafael Moneo, in collaboration with Lucho Marcial, has been responsible for rescuing a valuable heritage building and integrating it into the modern architecture of a five-star hotel, thus gaining for the city a unique building situated within the Roman wall of the Gothic quarter. It preserves remains from various historical periods, such as medieval arches and 12th century frescoes. A glazed courtyard provides the link between the buildings on Lledó Street and those on the wall. The public spaces on the first floor, as well as the generously sized rooms and suites, follow the layout of the existing walls. Its terrace hides a sundeck, swimming pool and bar. Interior designer Amanda Molina (in collaboration with Moneo Brock Studio and Irene Alberdi) uses natural materials such as wood, leather and quality linen to achieve a timeless sense of comfort in the interiors. Iconic pieces of contemporary design set the counterpoint and dialogue with the works of the painter Agustí Puig. This luxury boutique hotel is neighbor to the Cathedral, the Palau de la Música, Plaza del Rey, Santa María del Mar, the Picasso Museum, Plaza Real and Las Ramblas, home to the Teatro del Liceo and the Boquería Market.
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				Carrer dels Lledó, 7

				08002 Barcelona (Spain)

				www.mercerbarcelona.com

				Trenza (chaise longue)
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			Barbaros Reserve Bodrum

			Bodrum
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			The project consists of 42 exclusive residences (with hotel services from the neighboring Kempinski resort whose facilities and services can be used) overlooking the Barbaros Bay from which it takes its name. The striking architecture of the buildings that make up the residences is the work of award-winning local architects Arif Suyabatmaz and Hakan Demirel. The spectacular landscaping was done by garden specialist Fernando Caruncho (this is his first site in Turkey). The fully equipped three- to five-bedroom apartments, ranging in size from 325 to 675 m2, are full of luxuries and exclusive details. They offer ample spaces, generous terraces (which are natural extensions of their living rooms) and wide corridors with three-meter-high ceilings. They feature heated infinity pools that overlook the bay.

			The buildings are positioned so as not to obstruct the views (being on a high point the view is magnified) of the surroundings and coastline. They offer a more than five-star experience with all kinds of tailor-made services. The place has spa facilities, international restaurants and an agritourism farm from which they source local organic produce. It is located in an enclave of the Turkish Riviera, 6 km from the tourist town (full of bars, restaurants, stores...) and 30 km from the Yalikavak Marina. The marina of Bodrum and the islands of Kos and Simi (both Greek Dodecanese islands with abundant Greek and Roman historical monuments) known for their quiet beaches and unspoiled Mediterranean scenery are easily accessible by boat. The Gökova peninsula, full of secluded coves and majestic cliffs, is only 44 nautical miles away.

			
				Kızılağaç Mahallesi Hacıgiden Caddesi, No:33/1 48401 Bodrum (Turkey)

				www.kempinski.com

				 Siesta (sofa)

				 Sand (table)

				 Trenza (lounge chair)
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			Four Seasons Casa Medina

			Bogotá

			Casa Medina was built by Colombian artist and architect Santiago Medina Mejía in the 1940s as a private residence for a well-known family. The Four Seasons design team and U.S. studio Rottet preserved the beauty of the building’s Spanish Colonial style (in fact, many of the furnishings are original to the house). Entering through the front door instantly transports you to a quiet, homey, comfortable enclave, a pleasant retreat from the busy streets outside that doesn’t forgo contemporary luxury. The reception area is much more reminiscent of a living room than a hotel lobby. The original vaulted ceilings with natural wooden beams were restored and fixed. The woodwork details are a continuation of all the hand-hewn work seen in the rooms and hallways. The local touch is present in the leather covers of the desks, in the work of the marble workers in the bathrooms, in the embroidery of the linen curtains and in the works of art by Colombian artists. The rooms and suites were arranged to take advantage of the views, and where there were no views, they worked with landscapers to cultivate vegetation and provide an intimate atmosphere inspired by the topography of Bogotá’s native rainforest. In fact, the hotel is surrounded by trees and dotted with landscaped courtyards. Nearby parks, such as the Gustavo Uribe Botero, are numerous. The hotel is located in the heart of Zona G, which refers to gastronomy, on Carrera 7ª, an axis that allows you to get to the most interesting restaurants. To the north is Usaquén, a perfect neighborhood for walking, shopping for handicrafts and visiting its beautiful colonial church. And then there is the Zona Rosa where there is a pedestrian passage known as the T, which brings together shopping malls, stores, bars and restaurants. To the south is the center of the city. There you will find museums and historical sites, as well as the Palacio de Nariño, the Congress and the Palace of Justice. The churches of Bogotá are spread throughout the tour and the Gold Museum is always a great place to visit, along with the Manzana Cultural, which houses the best art collections in Colombia.
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