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  THE 

 M


  AGICAL WORLD OF 


 H


  ARRY POTTER 


  ON 


 THE 2 6TH JUNE 1 9 9 7 Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone



 was published. Since then the Harry Potter books have been breaking



 records, selling over 450 million copies across the world, and have



 been translated into 80 different languages.



 To celebrate twenty years of Harry Potter, explore an extraordi-



nary collection of magical artefacts featured in the British Library's



 exhibition, Harry Potter: A History of Magic.



 The exhibition is centred around the Hogwarts curriculum, uncover-



ing the myths and folklore at the very heart of the Harry Potter series.



 In the pages that follow you will find carefully sourced items uncov-



ered by a team of curators at the British Library, secured from within



 their own collection, as well as a handful of different institutions



 and private owners from around the world.



 Join the curators on their journey and uncover...


 A


  MAGICAL WORLD 



 AWAITS YOU. . .



 Magical activities to try at home



 The tombstone of the man thought to be behind the making



 of the actual Philosopher's Stone



 Beautiful artwork by Jim Kay taken from the illustrated editions of Harry Potter,



 including sketches, studies and final artwork of Hogwarts Professors,



 magical creatures and much more



 A very special note that helped this journey begin



 Never-before-seen material from J.K. Rowling's personal



 collection, including illustrations and hand-written drafts



  HARRY POTTER: A JOURNEY THROUGH A HISTORY OF MAGIC 


 6




 


 Harry felt a great leap of excitement. He didn't know



 what he was going to – but it had to be better than



 what he was leaving behind.



  HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 


 7

  THE 

 J

  OURNEY 




 


  J.K. ROWLING 


  FIRST 


 HAD the idea for Harry Potter while delayed



 on a train travelling from Manchester to London in 1990. Over the



 next five years she planned the seven books in the award-winning



 series and in 1995 she finally found a home for them at Bloomsbury.



 Harry Potter's journey had only just begun. . .



 A CRITICAL MOMENT FOR 


 T

  HE 

  PHILOSOPHER'S 

 S

  TONE 


 Prior to being accepted for



 publication by Bloomsbury,



 the manuscript of Harry Potter



 and the Philosopher's Stone was



 fa mously offered to some



 eight publishers, all of whom



 rejected it. The Bloomsbury



 editorial staff presented J.K.



 Rowling's manuscript to



 their colleagues in the form



 of a scroll, and filled it with



 Smarties, a nod to the leading



 children's book award at that



 time (the Smarties Prize).



 Nigel Newton, founder and Chief Executive of



 Bloomsbury, took the scroll home and gave it to his eight-year-old



 daughter, Alice.



 Alice read the chapters, which went as far as Diagon Alley, and



 then gave her verdict, as preserved in this charming note. For long



 after she pestered her father to bring home the remainder of the



 manuscript. Alice's intervention was crucial: at the following day's



 acquisitions meeting, of which he was chairman, Nigel Newton ap-
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