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    MARK HADDON




    ENGLISH NOVELIST AND POET




    

      	
Born in Northampton, England in 1962.





      	Notable works:




      	
Agent Z and the Killer Bananas (2001), children’s book




      	
The Talking Horse and the Sad Girl and the Village Under the Sea (2005), poetry collection




      	
A Spot of Bother (2006), novel


    




    Mark Haddon is a contemporary English writer, playwright, screenwriter, poet and cartoonist who has produced award-winning works for both adults and children. He was educated at Oxford University and Edinburgh University, gaining a Master’s degree in writing, and he initially wrote books for children, often self-illustrated. As well as seeing his own work for children adapted by the BBC, he has also adapted other writers’ work for television. Haddon is a vegetarian, an atheist and a long-time supporter of animal rights.


  




  

    THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME




    A MYSTERY STORY TOLD BY A YOUNG MAN WITH A VERY DIFFERENT VIEW OF THE WORLD




    

      	
Genre: novel (mystery/family drama)




      	
Reference edition: Haddon, M. (2008) The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. New York: First Vintage Books Edition.




      	
1st edition: 2003




      	
Themes: independence, perception, coping with loss, family relationships


    




    The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is the story of 15-year-old Christopher Boone, who attempts to solve the mystery of who killed Wellington the poodle with a pitchfork. The story is narrated by Christopher, who has an unnamed condition which affects his perception of the world around him. This condition is not defined or named in the novel, but it exhibits many of the characteristics of a form of autism or of Asperger’s syndrome. The novel takes us on Christopher’s journey of self-discovery set against a backdrop of broken families in suburban England, with events described as they are seen through the eyes of this unusual teenager.




    The book examines contemporary issues such as divorce, parenting and separation and was hugely well received on publication, winning, amongst other accolades, the 2003 Whitbread Book of the Year award and selling more than two million copies. Initially written as Mark Haddon’s first book for adults, it was simultaneously published as a young adult book – the adult and young adult versions were identical other than the cover.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    THE DOG THAT DID NOT BARK




    The novel begins with our protagonist and narrator, 15-year-old Christopher Boone, discovering the body of Wellington, a large, black poodle who belongs to his neighbour Mrs. Shears. The dog has been stabbed to death with a pitchfork on Mrs. Shears’ lawn. Christopher decides to solve this killing and write a book about it, following in the footsteps of one of his heroes, Sherlock Holmes. The title itself is a quote from The Adventure of Silver Blaze, a Sherlock Holmes short story, and like one of these classic mysteries, this seemingly simple death later reveals a web of lies and intrigue as the investigation progresses.
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