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			Erasmus


			Dutch writer, humanist and theologian


			

					Born in Rotterdam circa 1469


					Died in Basel in 1536


					
Notable works: 
	
In Praise of Folly (1511), essay


	
Discourse on Free Will (1524), essay


	
A Handbook on Manners for Children (1530), essay







			


			Born of an illegitimate relationship, Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus (circa 1469-1536) began a religious career. As a secretary and kin to powerful men, he went on many trips and to many meetings. Through contact with European scholars and printers, he decided to make a living from his writing: he wrote about education and political philosophy, edited and translated ancient and Christian texts, and wrote controversial and religious works. As an author of important letters, he defended classical literature throughout his life, as well as the significance of the message of ancient authors. 


		




		

			In Praise of Folly


			A complex text on an amusing speech


			

					
Genre: essay


					
Reference edition: Erasmus. (2000) In Praise of Folly. Trans. Unknown. Michigan: Christian Classics Ethereal Library.


					
First edition: 1511


					
Themes: folly, religion, social criticism, irony, vices


			


			In Praise of Folly, which was published in 1511, conceals a complex text behind an amusing speech: Folly praises herself while criticising, on the one hand, society, and providing, on the other hand, profound reflections on religion. The author used Greek to make a play on words with the word folly (moriae in Greek) which reminds people of one of his old friends, Thomas More. In Erasmus’s eyes, this work is only “trifling” (p. 2) that he wrote while travelling by horse. The book, however, has been largely criticised. Although addressing a target audience as he wrote in Latin, the text was translated and spread widely. The illustrations by Hans Holbein, a painter, largely contributed to its popularisation. 


		




		

			Summary


			This summary has been subdivided into different parts according to the topics that are dealt with in the text. 


			Dedication 


			Erasmus dedicates his book to his humanist friend Thomas More (Lord High Chancellor of England, 1478-1535) and asks him to defend it. The text falls in line with ancient texts: he denounces vices in general without attacking anybody in particular. 


			The presentation of Folly (Chapters 1-10) 


			Although she is criticised, Folly knows the strength of her power “I am that she […] whose deity recreates both gods and men” (p. 4). In the face of men’s lack of recognition for her, she decides to praise herself. 


			She was born to Plutus, god of wealth, in the fortunate Islands. Raised by Drunkenness and Ignorance, she lives surrounded by her “servants” (p. 6), who help her run the world: Self-love, Flattery, Oblivion, Laziness, Pleasure, Madness, Wantonness, Intemperance and Dead Sleep. As the role of the gods is to help men, she considers herself a divine supremacy as she appeases all of them. 
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