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			Michel Houellebecq


			French writer, poet and essayist


			

					Born in Réunion (France) in 1956


					
Notable works:
	
Atomised (1998), novel


	
The Possibility of an Island (2005), novel


	
The Map and the Territory (2010), novel







			


			Michel Houllebecq (real name Michel Thomas) is a French intellectual and artist. His writing has made him famous across the world, and he won France’s prestigious Prix Goncourt for his novel The Map and the Territory in 2010. From novels to poetry, songs to directing, and comedy to photography, he has proved himself to be a man of many talents. Widely respected in the literary world for his great talent and his works imbued with cynicism, he is also considered to be a master of polemic due to his negative comments about Islam. Houllebecq is an unusual and provocative figure and, while he may be liked by some and disliked by others, he is an integral part of the current literary landscape.


		




		

			Submission


			A controversial novel


			

					
Genre: futuristic political and social novel


					
Reference edition: Houellebecq, M. (2015) Submission. Trans. Stein, L. London: William Heinemann.


					
First edition: 2015


					
Themes: politics, religion, society, sexuality, loneliness, frustration, happiness


			


			Published at the start of January 2015 in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo terrorist attacks (7 January 2015), Submission is a futuristic political and social novel. In a fictional version of France in 2022, François, a lonely character who leads a dull existence as a university professor, experiences drastic changes in his life when a Muslim party comes to power. In this novel, Houellebecq produces a lucid political and moral narrative in which religion is at the fore and fiction and allusions to reality intermingle. As soon as it was published, Submission smashed sales records in France and across Europe, and caused controversy as some accused it of fuelling Islamophobia. 


		




		

			Summary


			Chaos and interethnic wars


			In 2022, France is facing escalating violence between Muslim immigrants and native French citizens. Indeed, the country is on the brink of civil war following the massive influx of Muslims and the rise in extremism. Tension is high and chaos is taking over towns and cities, supported by politicians. The Indigenous Europeans Party rejects this Islamic colonisation and is preparing for a real armed struggle.



OEBPS/Images/9782806281180_coverMarketing.png
right

g ]
Summaries.com

i <o

BOOK ANALYSIS

BY MICHEL HOUELLEBECQ





OEBPS/Images/BS-promo-newformat-2016.png
a
[d
2
<
z
<
X
o
0
(]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





OEBPS/Images/9782806281180_title.png
BOOK ANALYSIS

Written by Chloé de Smet
Translated by Rebecca Neal

Submission

BY MICHEL HOUELLEBECQ

Bright

=Summaries.com





