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			Samuel Beckett


			Irish novelist, poet and playwright


			

					Born in Dublin in 1906


					Died in Paris in 1989


					
Notable works:
	
Molloy (1951), novel


	
Waiting for Godot (1952), play


	
Endgame (1957), play







			


			Samuel Beckett was an Irish writer born in Dublin in 1906. He became a lecteur d’anglais at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Paris in 1928-1929, before settling definitively in the French capital in 1938. In 1954, he began writing works in French, such as his novel Molloy (1951) and his play Waiting for Godot (1952).


			 The winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1969, Samuel Beckett was a major writer of what has been called the “Theatre of the Absurd”, depicting with very dark humor the demise and idleness of the modern man. He died in 1989.


		




		

			Waiting for Godot


			The absurd as the state of the modern man


			

					
Genre: Theatre of the Absurd


					
Reference edition : Beckett, S. (1952) Waiting for Godot. [Online]. [Accessed 18 November 2015]. Available from: 
<http://samuel-beckett.net/Waiting_for_Godot_Part1.html>


					
First edition: 1949


					
Themes: waiting, idleness, quest for meaning, despair


			


			Waiting for Godot, published in 1952 and first performed in 1952 at the Babylone theatre in Paris produced by Roger Blin, is Samuel Beckett’s most famous work. In the play, two men, Vladimir and Estragon, are waiting in vain for a certain Godot, who never arrives. They walk in circles, trying to relieve their boredom and despair through the illusion of a language which is nothing more than useless prattle. Despite the sometimes violent reactions of the time towards the play, which perturbs and upsets, it has become an international success.
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