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    J.K. ROWLING




    ENGLISH WRITER




    

      	Born in Yate (England) in 1965.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (1997), novel




          	
The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel




          	
The Cuckoo’s Calling (2013), novel


        


      


    




    J.K. Rowling famously came up with the idea for the Harry Potter series on a train from Manchester to London, though the first book in the series was not published until several years later. The first novel in the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, achieved unprecedented success, and Rowling was catapulted to fame. The immense popularity of Harry Potter only grew with the publication of the later books in the series, and Rowling is now one of the most well-known and influential children’s authors in the world.




    Following the publication of the final book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Rowling took a break from publishing until 2012, when her first adult novel, The Casual Vacancy, was released. She has since published four crime novels in her Cormoran Strike series, which is published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, as well as a play which follows on from the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.


  




  

    HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS




    THE SEVENTH INSTALMENT IN THE HARRY POTTER SERIES




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2015) Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. London: Bloomsbury Publishing.




      	
1st edition: 2007




      	
Themes: fantasy, magic, good versus evil, friendship, growing up


    




    Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is the seventh book in the Harry Potter series. It was met with mostly positive reception when it was first published in 2007.




    The novel follows Harry as he goes in search of Voldemort’s Horcruxes, the pieces of Voldemort’s soul introduced to the story in the previous novel, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (2005), which must be destroyed before Voldemort can be killed. The wizarding world is at war, and with the death of Dumbledore, Voldemort’s Death Eaters have increased their influence at Hogwarts. Harry does not return to school for his seventh year, and instead embarks on a journey to find and destroy the Horcruxes, and eventually Voldemort himself.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    LEAVING PRIVET DRIVE




    Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows begins at the Malfoys’ mansion, where Voldemort and the Death Eaters are discussing Harry and the Order of the Phoenix’s plans to move him safely from Privet Drive once he turns 17, when he will no longer be protected. Meanwhile, Harry is waiting to leave his aunt and uncle’s house for good. He says goodbye to the Dursleys, and members of the Order arrive to take Harry to The Burrow. They announce that the plan is for six of them to take Polyjuice Potion so that they resemble Harry, which will confuse the Death Eaters should they be ambushed.




    Harry is accompanied by Hagrid when they leave and, sure enough, the Death Eaters attack. The Order members are scattered and Harry’s owl Hedwig is killed. During the flight, the Death Eaters recognise Harry when he uses the Expelliarmus spell, which merely disarms the caster’s opponent, as Harry is known to frequently use this spell in situations where other wizards are likely to use more violent spells. Nevertheless, he manages to arrive safely at The Burrow, where he is reunited with the other members of the Order, and it transpires that Mad-Eye Moody has been killed and George Weasley has lost an ear.
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