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    HARUKI MURAKAMI




    JAPANESE WRITER




    

      	Born in Kyoto, Japan in 1949.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Norwegian Wood (1987), novel




          	
The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle (1994), novel




          	
1Q84 (2009), novel


        


      


    




    Haruki Murakami is a Japanese writer whose novels creatively blend Japanese and Western popular culture, with characters as passionate about anime and sushi as they are about the Beatles and pizza. His work has been translated into over 50 languages and he is one of the most successful writers in Japan’s history, with an enormous international following. Perhaps indebted to the magic realist style of novel writing, Murakami’s novels are often mysterious and magical, with surreal elements and aspects of narrative which are deliberately confusing or obscure.




    His first novel was published in 1987 and he has published 14 more since then, as well as numerous short-story collections and essays. His works have won numerous literary prizes, and he is often a leading contender in the speculation which surrounds the Nobel Prize for Literature each year. In addition to writing novels and essays, he has translated works from English into Japanese. He is also a music fanatic and a long-distance runner, and explored the latter interest in his memoir What I Talk About When I Talk About Running (2007).


  




  

    KAFKA ON THE SHORE




    SEARCHING FOR LOST CATS




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Murakami, H. (2005) Kafka on the Shore. London: Vintage.




      	
1st edition: 2002 (Japanese), 2005 (English)




      	
Themes: identity, love, loss, friendship, music, fate, reality, gender, dreams


    




    Kafka on the Shore is a novel concerning two related protagonists and their journeys of self-discovery. Kafka Tamura is a young boy who runs away from his father and his life in Tokyo due the parental neglect he experiences at home. His journey takes him across the country searching for meaning in his life, as well as for his missing mother and sister. As mysterious things keep happening to him and he is faced with the struggles of surviving alone as a teenager, he entrusts his life to a few key friends. In the same ward that he and his father lived in, Satoru Nakata is a well-meaning but simple-minded elderly man who, owing to an accident in wartime Japan, is not able to read or to think too deeply about anything, but can speak to cats. He uses this talent to track down the whereabouts of Tokyo’s missing pets until a series of events leads him to undertake a similar journey to Kafka.




    The novel, like most of Murakami’s works, blends his love of surrealist storytelling with his love for food and music. The text is replete with references to jazz, classical and popular music, of both Japanese and Western origin. Similarly, in Kafka on the Shore Murakami is able to create a real sense of taste and smell in his descriptions of food and drink, which make the perplexing events taking place in the narrative all the more immersive.
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