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    ALICE SEBOLD




    AMERICAN WRITER




    

      	Born in Madison (U.S.A) in 1963.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Lucky (1999), memoir




          	
The Almost Moon (2007), novel


        


      


    




    Alice Sebold was born in Madison, Wisconsin, but grew up in the suburbs of Philadelphia. In 1981, she moved to New York to attend Syracuse University. During her freshman year, she was raped while walking home through a park. She reported it to the police, who initially could not identify any suspects. Five months later, she recognised her rapist and notified the police. Her rapist was convicted of rape and sodomy and sentenced to eight to 25 years in prison. He has since been released, but Sebold has stated that she does not know where he is now. After university, she moved to Manhattan and then South Carolina. She held several waitressing jobs whilst attempting to begin her writing career. Her first work, Lucky, a memoir centred on her experience of rape, began as a 10-page assignment for university. Then, aged 33, she began writing The Lovely Bones, which was originally called Monsters. Sebold stated she was motivated to write about violence, because it is not as unusual as everyone thinks, but instead is an everyday occurrence. She has published three works.


  




  

    THE LOVELY BONES




    A NOVEL OF VIOLENCE, NARRATED FROM BEYOND THE GRAVE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Sebold, A. (2014) The Lovely Bones. London: Picador.




      	
1st edition: 2002




      	
Themes: death and loss, isolation, grief and guilt, memory, adolescence and sexuality, childhood, life after death


    




    The Lovely Bones centres on the rape and murder of 14-year-old Susie Salmon on 6 December 1976. The novel opens with her death and the rest of the story follows two narrative paths: firstly, how Susie’s family copes with her death, and secondly, Susie’s experience of the afterlife. As Susie watches from heaven, her younger siblings grow up, her parents’ marriage disintegrates and her grandmother moves in. Some critics have posited that Sebold may have been drawing on her own experience of being raped; after Sebold reported the crime to the police, she was told that she was lucky to be alive, as another woman had been raped, like Sebold, and then murdered in the same location. Therefore, there is conjecture that she may have been writing the story of the murdered woman. Sebold has refuted this claim and stated that she simply wanted to write about violence, as so many people experience it, but it is a taboo subject. The book was generally well-received in the USA, though British critics felt it was too sentimental.
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