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			Jean Giono


			French writer


			

					Born in Manosque (France) in 1895.


					Died in Manosque (France) in 1970.


					
Notable works:
	
The Song of the World (1934), novel, 


	
Les Âmes fortes (“Strong Souls”, 1950), novel


	
The Horseman on the Roof (1951), novel







			


			Jean Giono was a French writer and director who was born in Manosque in 1895. He was called up for military service in 1914, and the scenes he witnessed in the war turned him into such a staunch pacifist that he was imprisoned in 1939 for writing pacifist texts. He was then wrongly accused of collaboration with the Nazis in 1945, which led to a certain darkness in his later works. He died in 1970.


			His novels are characterised by a profound sense of humanism, the veneration of nature and rural life, and a focus on war, and put both man and nature in turn at the heart of their reflections. He is the author of Hills of Destiny (1929), To the Slaughterhouse (1931), The Song of the World (1934), Joy of Man’s Desiring (1936) and The Horseman on the Roof (1951).


		




		

			The Horseman on the Roof


			A sweeping tale


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Giono, J. (1995) The Horseman on the Roof. Trans. Griffin, J. New York: North Point Press.


					
1st edition: 1951


					
Themes: cholera, survival, plague, exile, solidarity, death


			


			The Horseman on the Roof is the third volume in Jean Giono’s ‘Hussar cycle’ (which also includes Angelo, Mort d’un personnage [“Death of a Character”], The Straw Man and Les Récits de la demi-brigade [“Tales from the Half-Brigade”]); however, it is set apart from the rest of the cycle by the story it tells. While it recounts the travels and escapades of a young hussar called Angelo Pardi, which makes it an adventure novel as well as a coming-of-age novel, it is also a portrait of society. Through Angelo’s eyes, the reader discovers a region beset by chaos and disorder, as well as the ways that cholera lays bare the strengths and weaknesses of humanity.


			Giono uses this novel to make his views on certain issues clear, while his use of a style that is at once poetic and ironic attests to his skill as a storyteller, as does the way the novel interweaves description, introspection and tension.


		




		

			Summary


			A devastating epidemic


			Angelo, an Italian hussar (a soldier belonging to a light cavalry corps modelled after the Hungarian cavalry of late medieval times, particularly in terms of apparel), is wandering through the South of France. He and Giuseppe, his foster brother and former orderly, have been exiled from Italy because of their involvement with the Carbonari (a secret society which opposed Napoleon’s rule in Naples) and because of a duel during which Giuseppe helped Angelo to kill his opponent.


			

				

					Good to know: the Carbonari


					The Carbonari were members of an Italian political movement which operated as a secret society, and which aimed to oppose tyranny and establish democratic institutions in the country. In the 19th century, the Carbonari fought against Napoleonic rule in the Kingdom of Naples (1806-1815) and later against the Italian monarchs. They faced fierce opposition and many of the organisation’s members fled to France or Spain.
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