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    GEORGE ORWELL




    ENGLISH NOVELIST AND JOURNALIST




    

      	Born in Motihari (India) in 1903.




      	Died in London in 1950.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Homage to Catalonia (1938), autobiographical account




          	
Animal Farm (1945), novel




          	
1984 (1949), novel


        


      


    




    George Orwell is the pen name of Eric Blair, one of the best-known and most highly regarded writers of the 20th century, whose novels and essays are quoted around the world. He was born into an upper-middle-class, but not rich, family and won a scholarship to Eton in 1917. On leaving school, he joined the imperial police in Burma and remained there until 1927, when he grew tired of upholding the oppressive colonial regime. On returning to England, he set about writing a series of fiction and non-fiction novels and pieces of journalism, many of which feature social criticism and support for democratic socialism. In 1936 he journeyed to Spain to fight against Franco’s fascist forces in the Spanish Civil War. He was wounded and recorded his time in Spain and the political atmosphere there in Homage to Catalonia. During the Second World War, he worked for the BBC and began writing Animal Farm, an allegorical novel exploring the distortions of the Russian Revolution. He finished his final novel, 1984 shortly before his death from tuberculosis in 1950. Though a highly elusive and almost mythic figure in English literary history, Orwell left a legacy of highlighting social injustice and fighting against oppression that has inspired millions around the world.


  




  

    DOWN AND OUT IN PARIS AND LONDON




    AN EXPLORATION OF POVERTY IN ENGLAND AND FRANCE




    

      	
Genre: autobiographical account




      	
Reference edition: Orwell, G. (1986) Down and Out in Paris and London. London: Secker & Warburg.




      	
1st edition: 1933




      	
Themes: poverty, class, working life, social criticism, friendship, realism, British society


    




    Down and Out in Paris and London was written between 1927 and 1933, and is described by Orwell in the book as his travel diaries. It details his time voluntarily living in poverty across London and Paris in order to share the working conditions and social injustices experienced by the working poor and homeless on a day-to-day basis. The content of the book is the collection of these experiences, rearranged to make a linear narrative. The first half is set in Paris, where Orwell works as a plongeur (a dishwasher and kitchen assistant) in a high-class hotel. The second half, meanwhile, details his life in London, staying amongst the tramps in cheap lodging houses, charity hostels and homeless shelters. The book received good reviews and garnered praise for its powerful social criticism. However, it was not very commercially successful, and only became more widely read and critically valued in the context of his later, more successful works.
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