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PREFACE.


 


The following narration of the personal experiences of the writer is

submitted to the reader at the request of numerous friends, who are of

opinion that it will be interesting as well as beneficial to the public.


The reader is forewarned that in the perusal of the succeeding pages, he

will not find the incomparable music of De Quincey’s prose, or the

easy-flowing and harmonious graces of his inimitable style, as presented

in the “Confessions of an English Opium Eater;” but a dull and trudging

narrative of solid facts, disarrayed of all flowers of speech, and

delivered by a mind, the faculties of which are bound up and baked hard by

the searing properties of opium—a mind without elasticity or fertility—a

mind prostrate. The only excuse for writing the book in this mental

condition was, and is, that the prospect of ever being able to write under

more favorable circumstances appeared too doubtful to rely upon; I felt

that I had better now do the best I could, lest my mouth be sealed forever

with my message undelivered. The result is before the reader in the

following chapters; his charitable judgment of which I have entreated in

the body of the work. The introductory part of the book, that relating to

my imprisonment, is inserted for my own justification.


The Author.
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OPIUM EATING.


 



CHAPTER I.



I Enter the Army.—Taken Prisoner.—Sufferings on the Road to and at

Richmond.—Leave Richmond for Danville.—Our Sojourn at the Latter

Place.—The Small-pox.—Removal to Andersonville.





 


In the year 1861, a well and hearty boy of sixteen, I enlisted in the army

as a drummer. This was my only possibility of entering the service, as I

was too young to be accepted as a private soldier. Though but a drummer, I

fought with a gun in all the battles in which our regiment was engaged. It

generally so happened that I had no drum about the time of a battle, and

being too small to carry off the wounded, and feeling that I was not

fulfilling my duty to my country unless I did “the State some service,” I

participated in the battle of Stone River, and doing tolerably well there,

when the battle of Chickamauga drew nigh, the colonel of our regiment told

me, casually, that he would like to see me along; and I did not fail him.

He did not command me; he had no authority to do that; it was not

necessary; I would have been on hand without his referring to the matter

at all, as such was my intention. As it was, I took a sick man’s gun and

accoutrements and marched with my company. On the first day of the

battle—the 19th of September, 1863—I was captured. Not being wounded, I

was taken with about five thousand other prisoners to Richmond, Va., and

confined there in the tobacco-factory prisons. On the way to Richmond we

had but little to eat, and suffered considerably. At Richmond, our

allowance of food was so small, that during the two and one-half months we

were there we became miserably weak, and suffered terribly. It is no doubt

a fact, that although hard enough to bear at any time, gradual starvation

sets harder upon a man at first than when he has become somewhat

accustomed to it. Perhaps this is reasonable enough; the stomach and body

being stronger at first, the pangs are more fierce and exhausting.
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