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    DAVID MITCHELL




    ENGLISH NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Southport (England) in 1969.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Ghostwritten (1999), novel




          	
number9dream (2001), novel




          	
The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet (2010), novel


        


      


    




    David Mitchell grew up in Worcestershire, England, and studied English and American literature at Kent University. He spent eight years teaching English in Japan before settling in Ireland with his wife and two children. Mitchell’s writing might generally be categorised as ‘contemporary fiction’, but it often includes elements of the supernatural and fantastic, blending contemporary with science fiction and historical fiction. His debut novel, Ghostwritten, won the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize for the best work of British literature written by an author under 35, and number9dream and Cloud Atlas were both shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize. As well as his seven novels, Mitchell has also written two opera libretti, contributed to the script of season two of the Netflix series Sense8 (2015-2018) and translated The Reason I Jump: One Boy’s Voice from the Silence of Autism (2007) by Naoki Higashida (Japanese writer, born in 1992) from Japanese into English (in collaboration with K. A. Yoshida).


  




  

    CLOUD ATLAS




    SIX OVERLAPPING STORIES IN ONE NOVEL




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Mitchell, D. (2014) Cloud Atlas. London: Sceptre.




      	
1st edition: 2004




      	
Themes: fate, the soul, connectivity, truth, oppression, predacity, apocalypse


    




    Cloud Atlas is a novel which is made up of six separate but linked stories, five of them told in two parts, with the sixth, central story, in one piece. Each story begins but is interrupted by the next, during the course of which the new main character reads, watches or listens to sections of the previous story. After the sixth story, each of the others is revisited in reverse order, and each ends with the protagonist gaining access to the second half of the story that had been interrupted when their own began in the first place, so that the work ends with the same story it opened with. Cloud Atlas was well-received by critics and won several prizes, including the Richard and Judy Best Read of the Year, as well as being shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, establishing Mitchell as one of the leading British authors of the early 21st century.
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