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			Tutankhamun


			Key information


			

					
Born: between 1346 and 1332 BCE in Akhetaton, Egypt.


					
Died: between 1325 and 1313 BCE in Thebes, Egypt.


					
Main achievements: the restoration of polytheism in Egypt after the monotheistic regime of his father.


			


			Introduction


			Tutankhamun is one of the best-known pharaohs of ancient Egypt, and for good reason: when his tomb was discovered by the British archaeologist Howard Carter (1874-1939) on 4 November 1922, it was still intact and perfectly preserved after almost 3000 years. The priceless treasure within inspired both awe and fear due to the legend that Tutankhamun’s tomb is cursed. Indeed, several members of the team studying the tomb died suddenly and in unexplained circumstances after it was discovered.


			Because of the treasure that filled his tomb, the Tutankhamun of the popular imagination is a majestic pharaoh, but the realities of this young sovereign’s life remain virtually unknown. In this guide, we will explore the struggles that marked his life, the way he lived, the cause of his death and the true story behind the mythical curse in order to gain a real insight into the life of this mysterious pharaoh.


		




		

			Biography
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			Gilded wooden bust of Tutankhamun discovered by Howard Carter in 1922.


			Royal birth and childhood


			Prince Tutankhamun was born in the royal palace in Tell el-Amarna, Upper Egypt, between 1346 and 1332 BCE. He was the son of the pharaoh Akhenaton (date of birth unknown, date of death c. 1338/37 BCE) and an anonymous woman whose mummy is known as the Younger Lady to differentiate her from the bodies of a very young boy and an older woman which were found in her tomb. The Younger Lady is probably an unknown sister of Akhenaton, or his cousin and principal wife Nefertiti (c. 1370-c. 1333 BCE).


			

				

					Consanguineous marriage in ancient Egypt


					Carrying out genetic identification on mummies from this period is often difficult because of the prevalence of consanguineous marriage (marriage between blood relatives) during the 18th Dynasty in order to avoid diluting the royal bloodline.


				


			


			Tutankhamun was born between the 12th and the 14th year of his father’s reign and had an uneventful childhood, either in the royal palace in Tell el-Amarna with his parents or in the cities of Thebes and Memphis, where he was raised by his wet nurse or by tutors. However, few documents about Tutankhamun’s life prior to his accession to the throne have survived, so we do not have many exact details about the young prince’s childhood.


			Accession to the throne


			Tutankhamun came to the throne around 1340 BCE, after the short reign of his elder sister Meritaten (c. 1350-c. 1336/35 BCE), although some believe that the queen at this time was Nefertiti. In any case, she only ruled over Egypt for a few years. When she died (it is unclear whether she died of natural causes or was murdered), Tutankhamun acceded to the throne, although he was only six or eight years old, to become the 11th pharaoh of the 18th Dynasty of Egypt (mid-16th century BCE-late 13th century BCE). His reign marked the high-water mark of this ancient civilisation and the beginning of the New Kingdom of Egypt (1500-1000 BCE).


			

				

					From Tutankhaten to Tutankhamun


					When Tutankhamun was born, he was known as Tutankhaten, which means “the living image of Aten” in homage to the only god his father worshiped. When the young prince came to the throne, the god Amun and his priests were restored to their preeminent place after the reign of Akhenaton and his monotheistic worship of Aten. He also changed his name to Tutankhamun, meaning “the living image of Amun”. In doing so, he mirrored his father, who had been known as Amenhotep IV before changing his name to Akhenaton.


				


			


			Marriage


			After becoming pharaoh, Tutankhamun married his elder sister Ankhesanamun (born as Ankhesenpaaten, c. 1349-c. 1323 BCE), the royal couple’s third daughter. According to estimates, the young pharaoh was around seven years old when he married his sister, who was aged around 12 at the time. Child marriages were relatively common in ancient Egypt, and although marriages between brothers and sisters with the same mother were much rarer, they were tolerated in royal families under the New Kingdom of Egypt.


			This practice prevented wars of succession between the heirs to the throne, who were often the offspring of different royal marriages. However, many of Tutankhamun and Ankhesanamun’s brothers and sisters had already died at a young age, which meant that Ankhesanamun may have been the only other person with a claim to the throne. She was Tutankhamun’s only known wife, but he almost certainly had a harem and several secondary wives, as polygamy was an established tradition in ancient Egypt.


			The pharaoh’s heirs


			Tutankhamun only had two children, and they were both stillborn. Archaeologists know about them because they were buried with their father in the tomb discovered by Howard Carter. Both children were daughters, and died during the fourth and seventh months of pregnancy. Since Tutankhamun died at the age of just 20 in circumstances which remain unclear, leaving no heirs, his former tutor Ay (12th pharaoh of the 18th Dynasty) assumed leadership of Egypt.
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