

		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		




		

			F. Scott Fitzgerald


			American writer


			

					Born in Saint Paul (Minnesota) in 1896.


					Died in Hollywood (California) in 1940.


					
Notable works:
	
This Side of Paradise (1920), novel


	
The Beautiful and the Damned (1922), novel


	
Tender Is the Night (1934), novel







			


			Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald, better known simply as F. Scott Fitzgerald, was born into an Irish Catholic family just prior to the dawn of the 20th century. He studied at Princeton University, although he never graduated, and later enlisted in the army to fight in the First World War. He went on to become one of the foremost American novelists of the 20th century, whose novels are best known for the way they capture the spirit of the “Roaring Twenties”.


			His debut novel, This Side of Paradise (1920), garnered him enough recognition that he was able to start publishing his short stories in prestigious magazines such as The Saturday Evening Post, and he came to be seen as one of the figures who most completely embodied the “American Dream” of the 1920s. He and his wife Zelda Sayre, who was one of the most important people in his life and served as the inspiration for a number of his fictional characters, moved to the French Riviera in 1924. During his time there, he finished writing the novel that is generally considered his masterpiece: The Great Gatsby (1925). The novel is set in the Prohibition era, and tells the story of a bootlegger (alcohol smuggler) who creates a false aristocratic identity and uses it to climb to the top of the social ladder, allowing him the freedom to indulge in all kinds of decadence, before fading away to become a ghost in his own mansion as he pours all his money and energy into trying to win the heart of Daisy Buchanan.


			Fitzgerald went on to write two more novels: Tender Is the Night (1934), which was the last of his novels to be published during his lifetime, and The Last Tycoon (1941), which he never completed and was published posthumously. The latter novel is an exploration of the darker side of Hollywood – which Fitzgerald was intimately familiar with, as he worked as an uncredited screenwriter in the years leading up to his death.


		




		

			The Great Gatsby


			The crumbling of the American Dream


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Fitzgerald, F. S. (1992) The Great Gatsby. Ware: Wordsworth.


					
1st edition: 1925


					
Themes: the past, dreams, symbols, the American Dream, the Roaring Twenties, nostalgia, power, money, love, greed, racism


			


			Fitzgerald’s novels are some of the most famous literary chronicles of the 1920s in the USA, and The Great Gatsby in particular is seen as one of the most important novels from the “Jazz Age”, a period during which American society was more stable and prosperous than ever before (until the Great Depression utterly reversed this situation a few years later). The elation of winning the First World War had yet to dissipate, and the prohibition of the sale and consumption of alcohol provided bootleggers with an opportunity to rake in enormous profits on the margins of society, creating an underground subculture where partying, gambling and having a good time were the only things that mattered. The Great Gatsby takes place against this backdrop, and Fitzgerald’s characters must constantly fight against their desires for a wild, decadent life, which ultimately reduces their existence to a meaningless struggle to keep up appearances and the hollow pursuit of materialism. In the world of The Great Gatsby, this is the reality of the American Dream.
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