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			Edgar Allan Poe


			
American writer and scholar


			

					Born in Boston in 1809


					Died in Baltimore in 1849


					
Notable works:
	
MS. Found in a Bottle (1833) – short story


	
The Fall of the House of Usher (1839) – short story


	
The Purloined Letter (1845) – short story








			


		




		

			The Purloined Letter


			
A detective story – or is it?


			

					
Genre: short story


					
Reference edition: Poe, E. A. (2013) The Purloined Letter. New York: HarperPerennial Classics.


					
First edition: 1845


					
Themes: vengeance, crime, crime investigation


			


			Edgar Allan Poe was an American poet and novelist born in Boston in 1809 who left a profound mark on literary history. Most famous for his sombre and mysterious tales, he is considered not only as the grandfather of crime fiction but as one of the pioneers of the science fiction and fantasy genres.


			After studying at the University of Virginia and attempting a short military career, Poe tried, with difficulty, to make a living through his writing. He began by writing for newspapers, publishing poems and a novel – The Adventures of Arthur Gordon Pym. His short stories were to earn him his greatest success, most notably The Fall of the House of Usher, The Man of the Crowd and The Black Cat among many others. He died in Baltimore in 1849.
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