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    WILKIE COLLINS




    AN ENGLISH NOVELIST OF THE VICTORIAN ERA




    

      	Born in London in 1824.




      	Died in London in 1889.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Woman in White (1859), novel




          	
No Name (1862), novel




          	
Armadale (1866), novel


        


      


    




    Wilkie Collins was born in London, where he spent most of his adult life. He was baptised as ‘William Wilkie Collins’ but chose to drop the ‘William’ in adulthood, which the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography describes as being “typical of his dislike of formality”. It was when Collins was sent to boarding school that he discovered his talents as a story-teller, which he allegedly used to appease his childhood bullies. After completing his education, his first job was as a clerk in the Strand office of a tea merchant, yet he was disengaged with his job and spent his office hours writing. Even after leaving his work to pursue a career in writing, Collins remained intrigued with the legal world, which is reflected in his novels. Collins met fellow writer Charles Dickens (1812-1870) in 1851, leading to one of the most lucrative friendships of his life, as he became a regular contributor to Dickens’ periodicals. Collins suffered with poor health throughout his adult life and died of bronchitis in his home. The popularity of Collins’ work declined after his death, with the exception of his two most celebrated novels: The Woman in White and The Moonstone.


  




  

    THE MOONSTONE




    A CLASSIC ENGLISH DETECTIVE NOVEL




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Collins, W. (1999) The Moonstone. Oxford: Oxford University Press.




      	
1st edition: 1868




      	
Themes: imperialism, theft, trade, imported goods, diamonds, mystery, medical advancements


    




    The Moonstone was published in magazine instalments during the Victorian era, and is considered to be the founding novel of the English detective genre. The plot follows the fate of the titular Moonstone from its origins in India, to its theft by an English military man who places it in the hands of his family. The novel is concerned with its disappearance from an English country home in the late 1840s. Collins’ writing is meticulously detailed, and sweeps the reader off on a quest to unwrap the mystery. The novel is narrated by a series of characters, all of whom harbour their own knowledge about the Moonstone’s disappearance. Therefore, it is the role of the reader to piece together the different strands of this narrative and find the notorious Moonstone. Subsequent detective works, both literary and on-screen, owe themselves to this pivotal tale by Collins.
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