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			Antoine de Saint-Exupéry


			French writer, poet and pilot


			

					Born in Lyon in 1900


					Died offshore, near Corsica in 1944


					
Notable works:
	
Night Flight (1931), novel


	
Wind, Sand and Stars (1939), novel


	
The Little Prince (1945), novel







			


			A French pilot and writer, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry was born in Lyon in 1900 and died in 1944 offshore near Corsica, during a reconnaissance flight for the Allied forces. A pioneer of airmail and a tireless explorer, he published his first works between the twenties and thirties, many of which were autobiographical (Southern Mail, 1929; Night Flight, 1931).


			The Little Prince (1945) and Wind, Sand and Stars (1939, winner of the Grand Prix du roman from the Académie française) remain two of his greatest literary successes.


		




		

			The Little Prince


			A universal and profound tale


			

					
Genre: Story


					
Reference edition: De Saint-Exupéry, A. (2000) The Little Prince. San Diego: Harcourt.


					
First edition: 1943


					
Themes: childhood, learning, adult world, friendship/love, life/death


			


			A particularly famous philosophical tale, The Little Prince is the story of a meeting between a pilot stranded in the Sahara Desert and a young child, who appears to have come directly from the stars. A story of initiation with a strong symbolic dimension, it was first published in 1943 in the United States in the form of an English translation illustrated by the author, then in France in 1945, after the writer’s death.


			An essential reference in French literature, its success in bookstores is still prominent today.


		




		

			Summary


			A child who fell from the sky


			Written in the first person, The Little Prince reveals some of the narrator’s childhood memories, from a time when he loved drawing boa constrictors. But when he shared his “masterpieces with grown-ups”, they advised him to devote himself to “geography, history, arithmetic and grammar”.


			After a lonely childhood, the narrator became a pilot. It is after a forced landing in the middle of the Sahara that he meets the little prince. He is a child, of similar appearance to others, who got lost in the desert and yet does not seem to be lacking anything. He awakens the pilot after his first night of waiting, asking him: “If you please…draw me a sheep”.
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