

		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			Éric-Emmanuel Schmitt


			Franco-Belgian writer


			

					Born in Sainte-Foy-lès-Lyon in 1960


					
Notable works:
	
Oscar and the Lady in Pink (2002), novel


	
The Alternative Hypothesis (2001), novel


	
Three Women in a Mirror (2011), novel







			


			Éric-Emmanuel Schmitt, born in 1960 and a fellow of philosophy, is one of the world’s most read French authors. He lives in Brussels and began his career as a playwright with Don Juan on Trial (1991), a variation on the myth of Don Juan, and The Visitor, a play in which Freud is visited by an enigmatic man who claims to be God himself. While continuing to write for the theater, Schmitt also wrote novels (The Alternative Hypothesis, 2001), short stories (The Most Beautiful Book in the World, 2006) and autofiction (My Life with Mozart, 2005). Recently, he got behind the camera and adapted two of his works for the big screen, including Oscar and the Lady in Pink.


		




		

			Mr. Ibrahim and the Flowers of the Koran


			An almost philosophical tale


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Schmitt, É-E. (2001) Monsieur Ibrahim et les Fleurs du Coran. Paris: Albin Michel.1



					
First edition: 2001


					
Themes: friendship, love, tolerance, happiness, learning, death


			


			Mr. Ibrahim and the Flowers of the Koran (2001) is a retrospective and chronological coming-of-age story, written in the first person, akin to a philosophical tale. Moses, a Jewish teenager, is the narrator and the main character. He tells how, thanks to his meeting with an old Sufi, Mr. Ibrahim, he discovers friendship and love, matures and learns how to know himself and be happy, after being hit with the harsh realities of life.


			This short story takes the time, little by little, through the wisdom of Mr. Ibrahim, to whisper into the ears of the reader a song of tolerance and happiness.


			


			

				

					1 Quotes taken from the reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com.


				


			


		




		

			Summary


			An important meeting


			Moses (known as Momo), 11, lives alone with his father, a business lawyer, as his mother left after his birth, “in a large black apartment, empty and without love” (p. 9) on rue Bleue in Paris. His father, a neurasthenic who suffers from chronic depression, only addresses him to make insults, scold him and blame him for not being like his brother Popol, who is “living perfection” (p. 25). Moreover, he teaches him “to watch people with suspicion [and] contempt” (p. 25). The street where they live is frequented by prostitutes, so Momo decides to go and see them after breaking his piggy bank, “the price of manhood” (p. 10).
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