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			Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm


			
German linguists and authors


			

					Born in 1785 (Jacob) and 1786 (Wilhelm) in Hanau.


					Died in 1863 (Jacob) and 1859 (Wilhelm) in Berlin.


					
Notable works: 
	
Children's and Household Tales (also known as Grimm’s Fairy Tales, 1812-1815), tales


	
German Sagas (1816-1818), traditional German legends


	
German Dictionary (1861), dictionary







			


			Jacob (1785-1863) and Wilhelm (1786-1859) Grimm were two German brothers who took a great interest in all aspects of Germanic culture. They were fascinated by the German language (as shown in their German Grammar, 1819-1837 and German Dictionary, 1838-1861), its myths, legends and folklore (German Sagas, 1816-1818), and the origins of German law, among other elements. 


			The Brothers Grimm immortalised Germanic oral folklore in popular culture by creating written accounts of tales like “The Gallant Tailor”, “The Bremen Town Musicians”, “Hansel and Grethel” and “Rapunzel”. They also produced new versions of fairy tales previously made famous by the French author Charles Perrault (1628-1703), such as “Cinderella”, “Beauty and the Beast” and “Little Red Riding Hood”. 


		




		

			Grimm’s Fairy Tales


			Seven of the brothers’ most famous tales


			

					
Genre: fairy tales


					
Reference edition: Grimm, J. and Grimm, W. (1993) Grimm’s Fairy Tales. Ware, Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions.


					
1st edition: 1812


					
Themes: good, evil, family, love, courage, danger, friendship


			


			The seven tales discussed in this guide form part of the collection Children’s and Household Tales, also known as Grimm’s Fairy Tales, published between 1812 and 1815. 


			

					“The Frog Prince” tells the story of a prince who was transformed by a witch’s curse. 


					The loving mother in “The Wolf and the Seven Little Goats” saves her children, who have been devoured by a wolf, by cutting open its stomach. 


					The children in “Hansel and Grethel” are abandoned by their parents and escape the clutches of a witch who lures them into her gingerbread house.


					The eponymous protagonist of “The Gallant Tailor” makes his fortune by boasting that he has “slain seven with one blow”. Everyone thinks that he has killed seven men, but he actually only killed seven flies.


					The lazy girl in “The Three Spinsters” gets three other women to do her spinning for her, and in doing so wins the king’s hand in marriage.


					The beautiful, naïve heroine of “Snow-white” lives with seven dwarves and is almost killed by her obsessively jealous stepmother. She eventually meets and falls in love with a handsome prince.
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