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			George Orwell


			English writer


			

					Born in Motihari (Bengal) in 1903


					Died in London in 1950


					
Notable works:
	
Homage to Catalonia (1930), narrative


	
Animal Farm (1945), novel


	
1984 (1949), novel







			


			George Orwell (whose real name was Eric Arthur Blair) was an English writer born in 1903 in Motihari (Bengal). Educated in England, he returned to India and joined the Imperial Police in Burma. He resigned in 1928 and decided to become a writer. He spent the following years wandering in Paris and London, where he mixed with the less fortunate (Down and Out in Paris and London, 1933). He then held various positions (librarian, teacher, and columnist) before joining the Spanish Civil War against the fascists (Homage to Catalonia, 1938).


			During the Second World War, he devoted himself to journalism and writing his most famous novels, Animal Farm (1945) and 1984 (1949). Orwell died of tuberculosis in London in 1950. 


		




		

			Animal Farm


			A criticism of political power


			

					
Genre: Allegorical novel


					
Reference edition: Orwell, G. (2011) Animal Farm. Haryana: Penguin Books India.


					
First edition: 1945


					
Themes: utopia, communism, totalitarianism, equality, power


			


			Published in 1945, Animal Farm is an allegorical novel that tells of the seizing of power by animals on a farm, from which humans are then excluded. This text is actually a critique of Stalinism and, more broadly, totalitarianism, through the characters of the pigs, who violate the egalitarian principles established during the revolt against humans, and gradually introduce a system of oppression and exploitation of which the other animals are victims. This very famous novel is now part of the canon of English literature.


		




		

			Summary


			The revolution


			While Mr. Jones, the owner of Manor Farm, is asleep, the animals on the farm meet in the barn to listen to Old Major, the dean of the pigs, who are considered to be the most intelligent of the animals. He encourages his fellow animals to revolt against the only animal that consumes without producing and exploits all others: the human being. A true prophet, he draws a doctrine from these principles, Animalism. Reminded, in a dream, of an old song that announces the golden age of animals, Beasts of England, he bursts into song and all the animals join him in chorus until Mr. Jones, awakened by the commotion, fires a shot to chase off a potential fox. When Old Major dies, Napoleon, Snowball and Squealer, three pigs that have learned to read, try to instruct the other animals: they teach them the alphabet and Animalism in order to lay the foundations for the revolution.


			This revolution soon comes to fruition: when Mr. Jones neglects to feed the animals, they chase him, his wife and his workers away. Now masters of the farm, they quickly get rid of all the instruments of the oppression from which they suffered, and decide to direct the farming operations themselves, renaming it ‘Animal Farm’. The next day, before going to the fields to harvest hay, the pigs write the Seven Commandments of Animalism on one of the walls:
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