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			William Golding


			British writer


			

					Born in St Columb Minor (Cornwall) in 1911


					Died in Falmouth in 1993


					
Notable works:
	
Lord of the Flies (1954), novel


	
The Inheritors (1955), novel


	
Free Fall (1959), novel







			


			William Golding (1911-1993) was a British author. He studied English Literature at Oxford University, before working at a theater as an actor, author and producer. He later became a professor of English and philosophy.


			In 1940, he was drafted into the Navy and participated in the landing on the Normandy coast. This experience deeply affected his vision of humanity. His work is consequently marked by a deep pessimism and seeks to demonstrate the irremediable fall of man and the triumph of evil.


			During the sixties, he retired from teaching and devoted himself to literature. In 1983, he obtained the Nobel Prize in Literature.


		




		

			Lord of the Flies


			An allegory of the fight between civilization and barbarism


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Golding, W. (1954) Lord of the Flies. New York: Berkley Publishing Group. 


					
First edition: 1954


					
Themes: social groups, cruelty, madness, power, fear, survival


			


			Lord of the Flies is a novel published in 1954 after several refusals from publishers. Despite its initially weak sales, the book became a bestseller and is now included in the curriculum of many schools.


			The novel recounts the adventures of a group of children, who end up alone on a desert island after a plane crash in which all the adults are killed. Very soon, the children organize themselves by trying to reproduce the social patterns they know, but tensions in the group lead them to tear each other apart. An allegorical work, Lord of the Flies demonstrates the fragility of civilization and the natural inclination of man to fall into cruelty and barbarism. 
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