

		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

				[image: ]

			


		


		

			

			


		


		

			

			


		




		

			Yasmina Reza


			French playwright and novelist


			

					Born in Paris in 1959


					
Notable works:
	
Conversations After a Burial (1987), play


	
‘Art’ (1994), play


	
Desolation (1999), novel







			


			Born in 1959 in Paris to a Russian-Iranian father and a Hungarian mother, Yasmina Reza is now the most performed contemporary French playwright in the world. Passionate about theater, and after graduating with a degree in sociology and theatrical studies, she wrote her first play, Conversations After a Burial, which earned her the Molière award for best author in 1987. However, it was particularly thanks to ‘Art’ that she became well known in 1994.


			She is also the author of three novels, including Desolation (1999), two autobiographical texts and a narrative report on the electoral campaign of Nicolas Sarkozy in 2007, L’aube, le soir ou la nuit. Reza is also an actress and a director of theater and cinema.


		




		

			‘Art’


			Confronting contemporary art


			

					
Genre: play


					
Reference edition: Reza, Y. (2005) ‘Art’. Paris: Magnard.1



					
First edition: 1994


					
Themes: contemporary art, criticism, friendship


			


			‘Art’ was performed for the first time in 1994 at the Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, with Fabrice Luchini, Pierre Arditi and Pierre Vaneck in a stage production by Patrice Kerbrat. It is the most impersonal play of Yasmina Reza’s work. Since its creation, the comedy has been a triumphant success with the public. Translated into thirty different languages, it has been performed in almost 57 countries and has received prestigious awards both in France (two Molière awards) and abroad (Tony Award for Best Play in 1998).


			


			

				

					1 Quotes taken from the reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com.
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