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			Leo Tolstoy


			Russian writer


			

					Born in Yasnaya (Russia) in 1828 


					Died in Astapovo in 1910


					
Notable works:
	
The Cossacks (1863), novel


	
Anna Karenina (1877), novel


	
The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), novel







			


			Count Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, usually referred to in English as Leo Tolstoy, was born in 1828 in Yasnaya in Russia and died in 1910 in Astapovo, Russia. Believed to be one of the major writers of Russian literature, his work was already acclaimed during his lifetime and had a lasting influence. His novels (War and Peace, 1863-1869, Anna Karenina, 1877, Resurrection, 1899) and his many short stories are defined by the significance and depth of his psychological analysis, as well as by their philosophical and moral dimensions. They are testimonies of the importance of the spiritual quest that Tolstoy led throughout his whole life.


		




		

			Anna Karenina


			Two marriages … two couples?


			

					
Genre: novel


					Reference edition: Tolstoy, L. (Unknown) Anna Karenina. [Online]. Trans. Garnett, C. [Accessed 23 November 2015]. Available from: <http://www.planetpdf.com/planetpdf/pdfs/free_ebooks/Anna_Karenina_NT.pdf>


					
First edition: 1877


					
Themes: love, adultery, Russia, 19th century, politics, religion


			


			Anna Karenina is Tolstoy’s most famous work and is considered one of the masterpieces of literature. Initially published as a series, it was first published as a book in 1877. The novel tells the story of Anna Karenina, a young woman belonging to high society, whose love for the officer Vronsky leads to her downfall. This plot is accompanied by the story of Levin, a rich and unconventional country person whose life is guided by his love for Kitty.


			The novel offers a perspective on social classes in 19th century Russia and on religion. Although this work cannot be said to be autobiographical, one cannot help but notice the similarities between the author and Levin, named after Tolstoy’s first name, specifically with regards to the spiritual revelation of the young man at the end of the novel.


		




		

			Summary


			Part 1


			Dolly has discovered the infidelity of her husband, Stiva Oblonsky, and her household is in turmoil. Stiva receives a visit from Levin, who wishes to talk to him about his aim to ask for Kitty Shcherbatskaya’s hand in marriage. Stiva encourages him, but warns him that he has a rival, a young officer called Vronsky.


			At the Shcherbatskys, Levin finds Kitty alone, and proposes to her. Thinking of Vronsky, she refuses, but is nevertheless very troubled. Levin is crushed.


			Stiva Oblonsky goes to Moscow station to welcome his sister, Anna Karenina, whom Vronsky has just met. They learn that a man has been crushed by the train, without knowing whether it was a suicide or an accident: Anna sees it as a bad omen.
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