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			Yasmina Khadra


			Algerian writer


			

					Born in Kenadsa (Algerian Sahara) in 1955.


					
Notable works:
	
The Attack (2005), novel


	
What the Day Owes the Night (2008), novel


	
The Dictator’s Last Night (2015), novel







			


			Yasmina Khadra is the pseudonym of Mohammed Moulessehoul, who created the pen-name using his wife’s two forenames. His father was a nurse who worked with the ALN (National Liberation Army of Algeria) and his mother was a nomad. Khadra was born in 1955 and studied at a military academy before embarking on a military career that spanned 36 years, during which he reached the rank of major.


			After initially publishing under his own name, he began using pseudonyms from 1989 onwards and eventually left the army in 2000 in order to devote himself to his career as a writer. In 1997 he published Morituri, the first novel in his series centred on the Police Superintendant Brahim Llob, under the pseudonym Yasmina Khadra, which brought him to widespread public attention. After a short stay in Mexico with his wife and three children, he settled in Aix-en-Provence in France in 2001, and still lives there today.


			He has received many literary awards during his career, in particular for The Swallows of Kabul, which was awarded the Prix du salon littéraire de Metz and the Prix des libraires algériens in 2003, was voted best book of the year by two American newspapers (the San Francisco Chronicle and the Christian Science Monitor) in 2005, and was shortlisted for the IMPAC Dublin Literary Award in 2006.


		




		

			The Swallows of Kabul


			Surviving in the midst of violence


			

					
Genre: novel


					
Reference edition: Khadra, Y. (2005) The Swallows of Kabul. Trans. Cullen, J. London: Vintage.


					
1st edition: 2002


					
Themes: Afghanistan, war, oppression, despair, women’s rights, loneliness, the Taliban


			


			This novel tells the story of two couples who are trying to survive in Kabul, which has been devastated by war and over which the Taliban regime rules with an iron fist. Atiq Shaukat is a former mujahideen (jihadist fighter) turned prison guard, and now oversees prisoners who have been sentenced to death. He lives with his wife Mussarat, who is terminally ill. Mohsen Ramat, a once-wealthy man, is simply trying to survive along with his beloved wife Zunaira, a former lawyer who has lost the right to practise due to the introduction of sharia law. As the story unfolds, these four characters witness tragedy after tragedy, including public executions, the loss of rights, and food shortages. Day by day, their hopes of seeing their dreams of modernity and freedom restored slip further and further away.


		




		

			Summary


			A nightmarish setting


			The novel opens with a description of a Kabul that seems to have risen from the depths of hell, which is in the clutches of the Taliban and ruled by sharia law: the heat is unbearable, and the surrounding lands have been devastated by war, rendered barren and grotesque. “And yet it is also here, amid the hush of stony places and the silence of graves […] that our story is born, like the water lily that blooms in a stagnant swamp” (p. 3).


			Atiq Shaukat is hurrying to the prison where he works as a guard: a public execution is due to take place, and he is running late because his wife Mussarat, who is terminally ill, had to be taken to the hospital urgently. Her illness is taking a toll on him, but he cannot bring himself to abandon her, because she saved his life many years ago. He somehow manages to cross the city to collect the prisoner: a woman caught having an affair who is to be stoned. He finds Qassim Abdul Jabbar, a low-level Taliban officer, waiting to receive the prisoner.
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