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    ANGIE THOMAS




    AMERICAN NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Jackson, Mississippi (U.S.A.) in 1988.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
On the Come Up (2019), novel


        


      


    




    Angie Thomas was born in Jackson, Mississippi, where she witnessed a shootout at the age of six. The next day her mother took her to the library to show her that there was hope in the world. Thomas cites this moment as her inspiration to start writing. She went on to earn a BFA from Belhaven University, where she was the first black student to graduate in creative writing. As a student, Thomas saw the shooting of Oscar Grant (a young African-American man who was shot by police) in the news and this became a major influence on her first novel, The Hate U Give. Thomas cites Tupac Shakur (American rapper, 1971-1996) as one of her sources of inspiration – in fact, the title of The Hate U Give was taken from his THUG LIFE tattoo, which is an acronym for ‘the hate u give little infants fucks everyone’. Thomas originally gravitated towards fantasy novels, but a college professor suggested that her experiences were unique and that her work could give a voice to people in her community who had been silenced.


  




  

    THE HATE U GIVE




    A YOUNG ADULT CALL TO ACTION AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Thomas, A. (2017) The Hate U Give. [eBook]. London: Walker Books.




      	
1st edition: 2017




      	
Themes: racism, identity, infidelity, gang and drug culture, police brutality, community, the cycle of poverty and crime


    




    As a college student, Angie Thomas was horrified when she heard about the shooting of Oscar Grant in 2009. She reacted to this news by beginning to write the story that would become The Hate U Give. It began as a short story for her senior project, but it quickly expanded. After college, she set the project aside to work at her local newspaper, but after hearing about further wrongful shootings and imprisonments in African-American communities across the United States of America, she resumed writing The Hate U Give. The novel centres around the unjust shooting of a young African-American man, Khalil, and how his community reacts, with particular focus on the reaction of his childhood friend, Starr, who was with him at the time of his death. Despite Thomas’s initial concerns that publishers might not like the Black Lives Matter-inspired subject, the novel has generally been well received.
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