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    PATRICIA HIGHSMITH




    AMERICAN WRITER




    

      	Born in Fort Worth, Texas in 1921.




      	Died in Locarno (Switzerland) in 1995.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Strangers on a Train (1950), novel




          	
The Price of Salt (1952), novel (republished as Carol in 1990)




          	
Ripley’s Game (1974), novel


        


      


    




    Patricia Highsmith was an American novelist and short-story writer. She would become best known for her series of taut suspense novels, collectively referred to as the Ripliad, focusing on the criminal antics of the indomitable Tom Ripley, beginning with The Talented Mr Ripley (1955) and concluding with Ripley Under Water (1991). Highsmith’s 1952 novel The Price of Salt, initially published under a pseudonym, would also come to be known as one of the first lesbian novels with a happy ending, and was re-published under Highsmith’s real name in 1990 as Carol. Many of her works have been adapted for stage, screen and radio, most famously by Alfred Hitchcock (British film director, 1899-1980) in his 1951 film of Strangers on a Train starring Farley Granger (American actor, 1925-2011). Although Highsmith enjoyed a long and successful career as a fiction writer until her death from lung cancer in 1995, her early novels of the 1950s remain her most respected, and are still widely read to this day.


  




  

    THE TALENTED MR RIPLEY




    PATRICIA HIGHSMITH’S MASTER-CLASS IN NAIL-BITING SUSPENSE




    

      	
Genre: thriller




      	
Reference edition: Highsmith, P. (1999) The Talented Mr Ripley. London: Vintage.




      	
1st edition: 1955




      	
Themes: murder, obsession, identity, love triangles, sexuality


    




    The Talented Mr Ripley was Patricia Highsmith’s third novel. Published in 1955, it spawned four sequels based around the same eponymous protagonist, and in 1999 was adapted into a film of the same name starring Matt Damon (American actor, born in 1970) and Jude Law (British actor, born in 1972). The narrative follows the criminal machinations of Tom Ripley, an eccentric outcast who murders his friend, Dickie Greenleaf, and proceeds to steal his identity. Living and moving through Italy as Dickie, and with the propulsion of Dickie’s bank account, Tom must out-manoeuvre the police and confound the efforts of Dickie’s sweetheart, Marge, to find out what happened to him. Following the dictates of the moment, Tom must switch back and forth between identities, now Dickie, now Tom, depending on who is asking. Finally, in the interests of self-preservation, Tom must give up his new and favoured identity, and return to being Tom Ripley.
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