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			René Barjavel


			French writer and journalist


			

					Born in Nyons in 1911


					Died in Paris in 1985


					
Notable works:
	
Ashes, Ashes (1943), novel


	
The Ice People (1968), novel


	
The Immortals (1973), novel







			


			René Barjavel was a French writer and journalist born on 24th January 1911 In Nyons. His most famous works are science-fiction novels: Ashes, Ashes (1943), The Ice People (1968) and Future Times Three (1944). However, he is also the author of essays such as La Faim du Tigre and of movie scripts. His work is characterized by philosophical questionings about science, progress, time, humankind and God. He died in 1985.


		




		

			The Ice People


			A science-fiction classic


			

					
Genre: science-fiction novel


					
Reference edition: Barjavel, R. (2005) La Nuit des temps. Paris : Pocket.


					
First edition: 1968


					
Themes: immortality, lost city, science, time travel, love


			


			Published in 1968, The Ice People was originally intended to be a movie script, but the budget needed to make such a film would have been far too high. The story is as follows: a scientific expedition in the South Pole discovers the ruins of an advanced civilization and a couple asleep under the ice. The scientists manage to wake up the woman, Eléa, who tells them of the last days of the civilization to which she belonged, and of her fight to stay with the man she loved, Païkan. Meanwhile, the whole world awaits the resuscitation of the man she was with, so that he can teach them the advanced science of his country. The Ice People is one of Barjavel’s best-selling novels and a classic in French science-fiction.


		




		

			Summary


			The scientific expedition


			The story starts with the words of Dr. Simon, who has returned home after having lost the woman he loved. Chronologically speaking, this speech happens after the main story, which begins afterwards and progresses as described below.


			While Simon finishes a mission in Antarctica, an outbreak of measles forces him to accompany a handful of scientists into a French part of the territory, Point 612. There, all the instruments discover lines below the ground that are too perfect to be the product of nature, and the most advanced probe detects ultrasounds. Therefore, Simon and the others go to Paris to ask for complementary equipment, which enables Simon to discover that he is in no hurry to return to civilization. The supervisor of the French mission calls for the help of the international scientific community and the media become interested. The average French family, represented by the Vignonts, remains unmoved.
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