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    F. SCOTT FITZGERALD




    AMERICAN NOVELIST AND SHORT STORY WRITER




    

      	Born in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1896.




      	Died in Hollywood, California in 1940.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Beautiful and Damned (1922), novel




          	
The Great Gatsby (1925), novel




          	
Tender is the Night (1934), novel


        


      


    




    Francis Scott Fitzgerald was an American writer most famous for his touching and often tragic depictions of the Jazz Age. After attending a boys’ school in Minnesota, Fitzgerald found his way to Princeton, where he became occupied with attaining social status. He spent time writing about the spirit of America, interested in both its romance and its vulgarity. Ultimately, Fitzgerald left Princeton to fight in the First World War.




    In 1920, Fitzgerald published This Side of Paradise, a semi-autobiographical novel that made him famous on the literary scene. Fitzgerald moved with his family to France, joining a group of American literary and artistic expatriates that had become disillusioned with their country. This group, which included Ernest Hemingway (American novelist, 1899-1961) and Gertrude Stein (American novelist, 1974-1946), became known as the Lost Generation. In 1925, Fitzgerald published his most famous novel, The Great Gatsby, which stood as a testament to the futility of the American dream.


  




  

    THIS SIDE OF PARADISE




    A SEMI-AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL COMING-OF-AGE STORY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Fitzgerald, F. S. (2008) This Side of Paradise. Salt Lake City: Project Gutenberg.




      	
1st edition: 1920




      	
Themes: social status, belonging, love, parental relationships, growing up, the Jazz Age, the Lost Generation


    




    This Side of Paradise stands as the debut novel which propelled F. Scott Fitzgerald to fame. It follows Amory Blaine, a protagonist with unmistakable similarities to Fitzgerald himself. The reader follows Amory through his youth and adolescence to young adulthood.




    The story is constructed as a series of sometimes unrelated episodes, giving it an almost diary-like feeling. Fitzgerald describes Amory’s romantic interactions with various women, his relationships with friends, and most of all, his musings on society. Amory, often described in the novel as an “egotist,” constantly tries to reduce life and society to types and platitudes. However, he ultimately realises that these platitudes fall short of comprehending the world.




    The novel is part of the movement of the Lost Generation, a collection of writers who showcased a world of futility and disillusionment in the wake of the First World War. It paved the way for Fitzgerald’s later works, including The Great Gatsby, as well as the works of his contemporaries, such as Ernest Hemingway.
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