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    EDGAR ALLAN POE




    AMERICAN WRITER AND POET




    

      	Born in Boston, United States in 1809.




      	Died in Baltimore, United States in 1849.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket (1838), Poe’s only completed novel




          	
The Murders in the Rue Morgue (1841), short story




          	
The Pit and the Pendulum (1842), short story




          	
The Raven (1845), narrative poem


        


      


    




    Edgar Allan Poe was an American short story writer, poet, critic, novelist and editor. He is best known for his morbid tales of horror, many of which are now regarded as literary classics. Poe had a turbulent family background, moving often and losing both parents at a young age. He later married his landlady’s daughter, Virginia, when she was just 13, and her death nine years later profoundly affected his writing and his emotional state. Poe struggled financially throughout his life until his early death, possibly from TB exacerbated by the effects of alcohol. He popularised American Gothic horror with short stories such as The Pit and the Pendulum and is considered the forefather of the modern detective genre with Murders in the Rue Morgue. His style has influenced writers such as Baudelaire (French poet, 1821-1867) and Dostoevsky (Russian writer, 1821-1881).


  




  

    THE IMP OF THE PERVERSE




    APOLOGIA FROM A CONDEMNED MAN´S CELL




    

      	
Genre: horror short story




      	
Reference edition: Poe, E. A. (1846) The Imp of the Perverse. The May Flower magazine.




      	
1st edition: July 1845




      	
Themes: insanity, responsibility, morality, guilt


    




    The Imp of the Perverse was initially written for magazine publication, later being published as a short story, and it is written from the point of view of an unnamed narrator who is awaiting execution for murder. From his cell he explains how and why he has reached this point, outlining the planning and carrying out of the murder and his later confession and expounding his philosophy that all people have within them a perverse imp that compels them to act against their best interests. This short story includes elements of psychology, philosophy, logic and religious mysticism, and can also be read as an apologia by Poe for some of his own irrational behaviour. On initial publication it was poorly received by critics, with complaints that the thinking behind the theory and its explanation were incoherent and that the story structure, half essay, half narrative was confusing for readers.
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