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    YAA GYASI




    GHANAIAN-AMERICAN NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Mampong, Ghana in 1989.


    




    Yaa Gyasi was born in Ghana. In 1991 her father was working towards a PhD at the Ohio State University, so the family moved to America and Gyasi was raised in Huntsville, Alabama from the age of ten. She currently lives in Berkeley, California. Before graduating with a Master of Fine Arts degree from the Iowa Writer’s Workshop, Gyasi studied English at Stanford University. As a child, she enjoyed reading. After reading Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon, she decided to become a writer herself. Homegoing, her debut novel, immediately became an international bestseller, and was shortlisted for several literary prizes. It also won the National Book Critics’ Circle John Leonard Prize for best first book.


  




  

    HOMEGOING




    A FAMILY HISTORY ABOUT THE DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS OF COLONIAL RULE AND THE SLAVE TRADE




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Gyasi, Y. (2017) Homegoing. UK: Penguin Books.




      	
1st edition: 2016




      	
Themes: Ghana, tribal wars, British colonisation, the slave trade, America, segregation, American Civil War, family history


    




    Homegoing traces the family history of two sisters, Effia and Esi, who never meet. Esi is traded as a slave to the American colonies, meaning her descendants are based in America. Effia is married to a slave trader in Ghana, and her descendants retain the strong connection with Ghana, and, for the most part, live there. Gyasi was largely inspired by the still institutionalised racism she felt growing up in Alabama. She was inspired to write the novel after her first journey to Ghana since leaving the country as a child (internationales literaturfestival berlin, 2018). Of the 14 main characters, Marjorie has the strongest autobiographical connections to the author (Hericson: n.p.). Gyasi was also influenced by other works such as African-American author Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon, as well as Gabriel García Márquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude (Penguin, 2017). The novel is divided into two parts: before and after the American Civil War.


  




  

    SUMMARY




    EFFIA AND ESI




    Effia, the daughter of Baaba and Cobbe Otcher, is born the night of a terrible fire in Fanteland, Ghana. All her life, she and Baaba have a difficult relationship, and Baaba detests her. Only after the death of her father does Effia learn the truth from her (half)brother Fiifi: she is not really Baaba’s child, but that of a maid who ran away during the night of the fire. Effia greatly admires the future leader of the village, Abeeku, and is promised to him in marriage. By a trick, however, Baaba manages to marry Effia to James Collins, the governor of the Castle where the African slaves are held. Effia grows to love him deeply and he seems to care for her as well. However, he also has a wife in England. Effia is horrified by the slave trade that takes place underneath her feet at the Castle. She eventually becomes pregnant by James. Baaba gives Effia a black stone from her real mother when she leaves.




    Esi grows up in a village in the Asante nation of Ghana as the daughter of Big Man Asaare and his third wife Maame. She only learns about her sister during her childhood: her mother, Maame, used to be a slave-maid in Fanteland and was raped. She is therefore also against the slave trade in her own village now. One day, a rival clan attacks the village to steal back some of their slaves. Esi is captured and brought to the Castle as a slave herself. She is raped by one of the officers and shipped off to America. She, too, was given a black stone by her mother, but she has to leave it in the Castle.
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