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    THOMAS HARDY




    ENGLISH NOVELIST, SHORT STORY WRITER AND POET




    

      	Born in Dorchester, England in 1840.




      	Died in Dorchester, England in 1928.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), novel




          	
The Return of the Native (1878), novel




          	
The Mayor of Casterbridge: The Life and Death of a Man of Character (1886), novel


        


      


    




    Thomas Hardy was an English author whose life spanned both the Victorian and the Edwardian eras and who wrote about contemporary social issues, usually seen through the lives of central, tragic characters, both male and female, who struggled against the mores of their time. Coming from a poor family, but with a literate mother, Hardy left school at 16 to become an architect, later continuing his education at King’s College London, and working there before leaving the city five years later to return to Dorset and pursue a career in writing. He married and then left his wife Emma, and although he remarried his secretary, Emma’s subsequent death had a profound effect on him and influenced much of his later poetry. After initially struggling for literary acceptance, his work gained in popularity and he became a respected writer and poet.




    Hardy was highly critical of many aspects of Victorian society, questioning accepted values on religion, marriage and class in the themes of his books, which were often set in the fictional county of Wessex. This led to harsh criticism from the more conservative of his contemporaries. He was a highly influential writer, with D.H. Lawrence (English writer and poet, 1885-1930) and W.H. Auden (English/American poet, 1907-1973) acknowledging a debt to him, and his novels are still hugely popular with contemporary readers.


  




  

    JUDE THE OBSCURE




    THE TRAGIC TALE OF A MAN TRYING TO FIND MEANING IN HIS LIFE




    

      	
Genre: tragedy, drama




      	
Reference edition: Hardy, T. (1995) Jude the Obscure. Ware: Wordsworth Editions Ltd.




      	
1st edition: 1895




      	
Themes: organised religion, marriage, gender roles, isolation, class


    




    First published in Harper's New Monthly Magazine as a heavily censored series, this was Thomas Hardy’s last published complete novel. The story is set in the fictional county of Wessex in Victorian England and follows the short life of Jude Fawley, an orphan from rural surroundings who is being raised by his aunt. Though he is inspired to follow his dreams and go to university by the local schoolmaster, his working class background means he that becomes a stonemason, with limited opportunities for advancement.




    The novel follows his life from boyhood to adulthood through two relationships, the birth of children, separation, personal and professional disappointment, suicide, murder and death, in both the countryside and the city of the period. It sheds a harsh light on the strict social and religious constraints of the time.
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