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			Orhan Pamuk


			Turkish novelist and screenwriter


			

					Born in Istanbul in 1952.


					
Literary awards:
	Prix du Meilleur Livre Étranger (French award for Best Foreign Book), 2002 (for My Name is Red)


	International Dublin Literary Award, 2003 (for My Name is Red)


	Nobel Prize in Literature, 2006







					
Notable works:
	
The White Castle (1982), novel


	
Snow (2002), novel


	
Istanbul: Memories and the City (2005), memoir







			


			Orhan Pamuk is a novelist, playwright and academic, and currently teaches comparative literature and writing at Columbia University. He initially studied Architecture at Istanbul Technical University, but abandoned his studies to pursue his true passion of painting. He later obtained a degree in Journalism from the University of Istanbul, although he never actually worked as a journalist. Instead, he devoted himself to literature, and has said that this decision was inspired by his love for the works of Albert Camus (French writer, 1913-1960), Jorge Luis Borges (Argentinian writer, 1899-1986) and Franz Kafka (Czech-born writer, 1883-1924).


			Pamuk’s literary career began in the 1970s, although his work did not gain widespread recognition until the publication of his novel The White Castle in 1982. Even so, Pamuk’s reputation as a significant figure in the literary world was only truly cemented when My Name is Red was published in 1998.


			Pamuk is far from a reclusive figure: his political comments have often landed him in the media spotlight, and he has even had to move to the United States on a number of occasions after receiving death threats. However, this time in the United States gave his literary career a boost, as his time in exile allowed him to devote himself to his craft without interruption. The most significant political statement he made was in an interview with the Swiss newspaper Tages-Anzeiger: “thirty thousand Kurds and a million Armenians were killed in these lands and nobody but me dares to talk about it”.


			Pamuk was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2006 in recognition of his distinguished literary career, which attempts to bridge the gap between Eastern and Western cultures and explores the various faces of the city of Istanbul. Although his family and social circle are from the more westernised quarters of the city, Pamuk describes himself as a Cultural Muslim, meaning that he identifies with the traditions associated with Islam without adhering to the precepts of the religion or believing in God.


		




		

			My Name is Red


			An intricate mosaic of life, death and art in 16th-century Istanbul


			

					
Genre: historical novel/crime novel


					
Reference edition: Pamuk, O. (2002) My Name is Red. Trans. Göknar, E. London: Faber and Faber.


					
1st edition: 1998


					
Themes: representation in art, authorship, East vs. West, religion


			


			My Name is Red is a sprawling, richly detailed novel which cemented Pamuk’s position as one of the leading figures in modern Turkish literature. It is told from the perspective of multiple characters who address and challenge the reader directly, and tells the story of a highly unusual crime. During the reign of Sultan Murad III in the late 16th century, a group of artists are commissioned to illustrate a text which is intended to leave the Western rulers of the era dazzled by the Sultan’s splendour and the talent of the artists in his service. The artists are ordered to paint the illustrations in the Western style, meaning that they should be realistic and use perspective, so that a person viewing them could almost think that they were simply looking through a window.


			However, one of the illustrators, whose identity is initially concealed from the reader, is against this project. He believes that this style of painting violates the precepts of Islam because it does not depict the world the same way God sees it. He then murders one of his fellow illustrators, setting off a chain of unexpected events and giving rise to a number of questions for the reader to ponder, ranging from the mystery of who killed Elegant Effendi to more philosophical debates over which style of painting is most appropriate and most beautiful.
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