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			Samuel Beckett


			Irish novelist, poet and dramatist 


			

					Born in Dublin in 1906.


					Died in Paris in 1989.


					
Notable works:
	
Molloy (1951), novel


	
Waiting for Godot (1952), play


	
Endgame (1957), play







			


			Samuel Beckett was an Irish writer who was born in Dublin in 1906. He taught English at the École Normale Supérieure in Paris from 1928-29, and later settled in the city in 1938. In 1945, he began to write in French, which led to his novel Molloy (1951) and his play Waiting for Godot (1952). 


			Awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1969, Beckett is one of the major writers of what is called the ‘Theatre of the Absurd’, a type of theatre which portrays modern man’s decline and idleness with very black humour. He died in 1989.


		




		

			Waiting for Godot


			The absurd: modern man’s condition


			

					
Genre: Theatre of the Absurd


					
Reference edition: Beckett, S. (2012) Waiting for Godot. London: Faber and Faber.


					
1st edition: 1952 (first performed in 1955)


					
Themes: waiting, inactivity, searching for meaning, despair


			


			Waiting for Godot is Beckett’s most famous play. It was published in 1952 and first staged at the Théâtre Babylone in Paris by Roger Blin in 1953. The play revolves around two men, Vladimir and Estragon, who are waiting for a certain Godot who never comes. They go round in circles, trying to keep boredom and despair at bay with the illusion of language, which is in fact nothing more than useless chatter. In spite of the strong feelings such a disconcerting, disturbing play stirred up when it was first performed, it went on to become an international success.


		




		

			Summary 


			The play is divided into two acts. It shows a character crisis, since the four protagonists on the stage do nothing and have no goal, other than that of waiting for Godot, whose absence is keenly felt throughout the play. Moreover, events endlessly repeat themselves, without ever changing.


			Act I


			One evening on “a country road [with] a tree”, two tramps dressed in rags by the names of Vladimir and Estragon meet up. Estragon tells Vladimir that he has just spent the night in a ditch and been beaten up. At first, the two friends argue, but then they make up. They chat.


			Just like every day, they wait for Godot, who has let them know that he might come today. Estragon falls asleep and Vladimir wakes him up because he feels lonely. Estragon wants to tell him about his dream, but Vladimir says no. There is then another argument and another reconciliation. They think about hanging themselves, but Estragon comes to the conclusion “Don’t let’s do anything. It’s safer”.


			Next come Pozzo and Lucky. Pozzo, who is keeping Lucky on a leash, comes to eat and chat with Vladimir and Estragon. The two tramps try talking to Lucky, but he does not answer. Vladimir and Estragon accuse Pozzo of mistreating his companion but, after Pozzo makes a very moving speech, the situation turns completely on its head and the two accuse Lucky of being cruel towards his master. Lucky obeys the orders that he is given: he dances, then makes a long, confused, pseudoscientific and philosophical speech interspersed with stammering. At last, Pozzo and Lucky leave. 


			A little boy then appears and tells Vladimir and Estragon that Mr. Godot will not be coming today, but he might be able to come tomorrow. The act finishes with Vladimir saying “Let’s go” and the stage directions which follow: “They do not move”.


			Act II


			The next day, at the same time and in the same place, Vladimir and Estragon meet up once more after having gone their separate ways. “The tree has four or five leaves.” Estragon has been beaten up a second time, and the two tramps argue whether or not they should split up, but the discussion goes nowhere. 


			Estragon does not remember what they did the day before, so Vladimir asks him questions to refresh his memory. He imitates Pozzo and Lucky. After this, the two think someone is coming and wait to see who it is.


			Pozzo and Lucky arrive once again, but this time Pozzo is blind while Lucky, according to his master, can no longer speak. Pozzo does not seem to remember having met anyone the day before and, when a surprised Vladimir asks him how long he has been blind for, he claims that his disability has robbed him of all sense of time: “Don't question me! The blind have no notion of time. The things of time are hidden from them too”1. 
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