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    JONATHAN SWIFT




    IRISH WRITER OF FICTION AND NON-FICTION




    

      	Born in Dublin in 1667.




      	Died in Dublin in 1745.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
A Tale of a Tub (1704), novel




          	
Gulliver’s Travels (1726), novel




          	
Directions to Servants (1745), essay


        


      


    




    Jonathan Swift was born in Dublin in 1667 to English-born parents Jonathan and Abigail Swift. He was their second child. His father had travelled to Ireland with his brother when their family estate in England was lost, and both brothers sought to make their fortunes in the practice of law. Swift’s father died a few months before his birth, leaving his mother to seek the help of relatives in order to survive with her young son and daughter.




    Swift attended Kilkenny College until the age of 15, and received an undergraduate degree from Trinity College in Dublin. He moved to England in 1688 and took up a secretarial position with Sir William Temple, a British diplomat. Swift resided in Moor Park, Farnham, which was the home of Sir William Temple, until his employer’s sudden death in 1699. During this time he began writing poetry.




    Swift is best known for his wit and political satires, but he wrote much throughout his career and was recognised by many of his literary peers as a great author.


  




  

    A MODEST PROPOSAL




    SATIRICAL ESSAY ON 18TH-CENTURY IRISH SOCIETY




    

      	
Genre: satirical essay




      	
Reference edition: Swift, J. (1996) A Modest Proposal and Other Satirical Works. New York: Dover Publications Inc.




      	
1st edition: 1729




      	
Themes: Irish society, poverty, class, power, the abuse of power, suffering, morality, politics,
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