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    C. S. LEWIS




    BRITISH WRITER




    

      	Born in Belfast in 1898.




      	Died in Oxford in 1963.




      	

        Notable works



        

          	
The Screwtape Letters (1942), fictional letters




          	
The Space Trilogy (1938-1945), science fiction




          	
Surprised by Joy (1955), autobiography


        


      


    




    C. S. Lewis (full name Clive Staples Lewis) was a writer, lecturer, academic, broadcaster and lay theologian. As a child he adopted the name of Jack and was known by this for the rest of his life. From an early age, he loved to read, and was influenced by Beatrix Potter’s (English writer, 1866-1943) animal stories. This led him and his brother Warnie to create their own fictional world of Boxen, which was inhabited and run by animals. His later education introduced him to other literary influences such as the Icelandic sagas, Norse mythology, Greek literature and mythology. He also served as a soldier in France during World War I (1914-1918). Unhappiness at school, the loss of his mother and the horrors of wartime led him to become an atheist.




    After demobilization, he returned to his studies at Oxford University, eventually teaching English Literature at Magdalen College there. Along with J. R. R. Tolkien (English writer, 1892-1973), he was a founder member of the Inklings, a literary discussion group that met at Oxford University. His friendship with Tolkien also helped to reawaken his Christian faith. His fantasy series The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-1956), the first of which was The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, were written during these years in Oxford. He remained at Oxford University throughout World War II (1939-1945), where he served in the Home Guard, as well as taking part in religious broadcasts on the BBC. In 1954, he began teaching at Magdalene College, Cambridge University, but maintained a home in Oxford. In 1956, he married the American writer Joy Davidman (1915-1960). Lewis has had a deep influence on English literature, not only through his own work, but though his involvement in the Inklings, and as an academic tutor to other English writers like John Betjeman (1906-1984) and Roger Lancelyn Green (1918-1987). His writing reflected his Christian faith, as he used fictional writing as a way of making Christian beliefs understandable to ordinary people. During his lifetime, he wrote over 30 books, many of which have been translated into more than 30 languages with stories like The Chronicles of Narnia selling millions of copies. His work helped to develop modern children’s literature, fantasy as a genre, and subsequently influenced writers such as Tim Powers (American author, born in 1952) and J. K. Rowling (born in 1965).


  




  

    THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE




    CHILDREN’S FANTASY STORY




    

      	
Genre: children’s fantasy




      	
Reference edition: Lewis, C. S. (1959) The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. London: Penguin.




      	
1st edition: 1950




      	
Themes: fantasy, adventure, Christianity, good vs. evil, sin, universal morality, redemption


    




    The Chronicles of Narnia are a series of books that follow the story of the world of Narnia from its creation to its end and eventual resurrection in an afterlife. Some critics have suggested that each of the seven books reflects one of the seven deadly sins, but for Lewis the aim was much simpler: to transcribe images that had flashed through his mind onto paper and spin them into a story. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe had a long gestation period, as the image of a faun holding packages in a snowy wood had been with Lewis since he was 16 years old. Later came the images of a street lamp and a Queen on a sleigh, and he began to create a story around them, not knowing what would happen next. He wrote that one day Aslan bounded in, and the story just fell into place. As a confirmed Christian, Christian ideas and themes were an added dimension to the story. The stories were read and discussed during meetings of the Inklings.
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