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			Make online dating work for you


			

					
Problem: at a time when it seems more and more difficult to meet people, the internet seems like the perfect solution. However, finding your soulmate, or at least a stable relationship, online is not always straightforward.


					
Aim: to discover all the tips you need, as well as common mistakes to avoid, for successful internet dating.


					
FAQs:
	What are the advantages and disadvantages of online dating?


	How much do dating sites cost?


	Are there other sites that allow you to meet people?


	Why should I include a profile picture, and how should I choose it?


	How should I fill out my profile?


	What rules do I need to follow when talking to people online?


	When and where should I plan the first date?







			


			If you leave work late and would like to meet new people who share your lifestyle and interests, or if you have had enough of your friends constantly trying to set you up with people you are not interested in, you are far from alone: many people are in the same boat and have turned to the internet to try and meet new people. Whether you are looking for a quick fling or true love, there are a range of options that will let you find new people. There is no time like the present to get started!


		




		

			Where to meet people


			While the decision to meet new people is a straightforward one, choosing the best site for you is much more complicated. Over the past ten years, the number of online dating sites has skyrocketed. Among these many sites, some promise to help you find true love, others make all types of meeting possible, and yet others are geared towards less serious relationships. These sites will also provide you with tools to make your search easier.


			The first step is therefore to think about what you are really looking for in this new adventure, so that you can find the site that best suits your personality and what you want.


			Dating sites and smartphone apps


			Dating sites are spaces which are entirely dedicated to establishing new relationships. There are different kinds of them, and they target different audiences: some focus on the 20-35 age bracket, while others aim for a social elite, and still others seek to bring together people who share the same passions. This means that you can find everything online, provided you know what you are looking for.


			However, it is important to be aware that most of the best-known sites (which therefore have the most singles) will make you pay at some point. They offer subscriptions to allow users to send unlimited messages or see who has been looking at their profile. The money is used to pay for the servers, the interface of the site, and the salaries of the moderators who manage users’ profiles. As a general rule, the more successful a site becomes, the more expensive it is to access all the tools it offers. Nonetheless, some try to keep costs down by displaying adverts on the site.


			The services offered by subscription packages vary considerably depending on the site and can provide access to sophisticated functions, such as personality tests and horoscopes for your love life, while ensuring users that they can trust the company. Making people pay to access the site allows them to weed out undesirable users such as “fakes” (users with bad intentions who conceal their real identity) and fraudsters.


			If you subscribe to a site, do not forget that at the end of your chosen period (one month, six months, a year), the contract will be renewed automatically. You will need to cancel it yourself, or the money will keep going out of your account.


			Match.com


			Match.com is one of Europe’s leading online dating sites, and you have probably already seen one of its many advertisements on television. Although it faces competition from numerous other platforms, which each offer their own unique features and some degree of originality, it is still a benchmark in online dating and has a vast user base of singles of all ages. According to a survey by the French polling organisation TNS Sofres, in 2012 Meetic (Match.com’s French counterpart) was the site most recommended by singles.


			Although it is free to sign up, you will need to take out a Match subscription if you want to use the email or chat function. However, you can sign up, fill out your profile and contact users who have paid for a subscription for free. When you sign up, you will be able to contact all other users, regardless of whether or not they have paid for a subscription, see who is interested in your profile, enjoy a discount on Match events, and use the site without adverts. One month’s subscription costs £29.99, but this goes down to £9.99 per month if you sign up for a six-month subscription. The site also sometimes runs promotions, allowing you to enjoy a discounted subscription if you sign up during a particular window.


			Match.com allows you to search for people using basic criteria such as age, location, whether or not the person smokes, and so on. Its simplicity could be a downside for some people who would prefer more detailed information. If this sounds like you, you can sign up for MatchAffinity, which is owned by the same group. This site is discussed in more detail below.
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