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    Agatha Christie




    

      	
Name: Agatha Mary Clarissa Christie (née Miller).




      	
Born: 15 September 1890 in Torquay, Devon.




      	
Died: 12 January 1976 in Wallingford, Oxfordshire.




      	
Context: a wide variety of literary and artistic trends and movements were rapidly gaining and losing popularity throughout Europe as the continent was engulfed in a series of crises and two world wars.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), novel




          	
The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926), novel




          	
Partners in Crime (1929), short story collection




          	
Murder on the Orient Express (1934), novel




          	
Death on the Nile (1937), novel




          	
And Then There Were None (1939), novel




          	
A Murder Is Announced (1950), novel




          	
The Mousetrap (1952), play


        


      


    




    It would be tremendously difficult to find someone who has never heard of Agatha Christie. Simply mentioning her name brings to mind her most famous heroes, namely Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple, as well as her many bestselling novels such as And Then There Were None and The Murder of Roger Ackroyd. The Queen of Crime, as she has often been called, is one of the world’s best-known, most-read and most-translated authors. Although reviews of her work have not always been favourable, her talent and prolific output brought her tremendous popular success, and she remains one of the most famous crime novelists of all time even today.




    Christie’s influence on the genre of detective fiction cannot be overstated: it was very popular during the time she was active as an author, and her style became the accepted norm to such an extent that contemporary detective novels still follow the same conventions and form. However, she was always able to add touches of originality to each work of detective fiction and never failed to surprise her readers, who were so hooked on her work that they took to demanding a “Christie for Christmas” every year. The public were endlessly captivated by her boundless creativity, as well as her gift for suspense, her technique of subtly scattering clues throughout the novel and the inevitable surprise when the culprit is finally unmasked. It does not take a skilled detective to deduce why this prolific author’s books are still sold, read and enjoyed, or why her devoted fans only continue to grow in number!


  




  

    Context




    A century of global crises and conflicts




    As the 20th century dawned, there were no clues pointing to the upheaval and disasters lurking just around the corner. The start of the century was marked by optimism, originality, modernisation and scientific, artistic, social and economic progress. However, new rivalries sprang up between certain European countries, stirring up nationalist sentiment across the continent.




    By 1914, Europe had become a powder keg, and all it took was a single spark to ignite it: on 28 June, a Serbian anarchist assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1863-1914), the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. Austria-Hungary sought vengeance, supported by Germany, and the rest of the world was forced to choose a side. Although the worst of the fighting took place in Europe, where France, the United Kingdom and Russia faced off against the coalition formed by Germany and Austria-Hungary, its repercussions rippled around the globe. The Great War, as it has often been called, lasted for four years, during which 9 million people were killed and around 20 million people were injured. The conflict ended in 1918 when four great empires (the German, Russian, Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires) collapsed, redrawing the map of Europe. However, the surviving citizens of each country, though weakened by the horrors they had lived through, gained a newfound determination to live life to the full.




    Of course, the respite offered by the “Roaring Twenties” could not last forever. The Wall Street Crash of 1929 and the ensuing economic crisis, coupled with the rise of totalitarian regimes in several European countries, plunged the continent back into turmoil. But the darkest days were yet to come, and on 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland, which spurred France and the United Kingdom to officially declare war on Germany two days later. Once again, the four corners of the globe were drawn into the conflict: Japan quickly entered the war on the German side, while the United States and the Soviet Union supported the Allies. Furthermore, the worst atrocities were committed far from the battlefield during this war; instead, they were perpetrated in the labour and concentration camps set up by the Nazis to imprison Jews, Romani and other minorities. By the end of the Second World War, the death toll had reached 50 to 70 million lives. In total, the war lasted for six years, during which the British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill (1874-1965), actively fought against the Axis (the name given to the alliance between Germany, Italy and Japan), and chiefly against Hitler’s Germany. The Third Reich eventually surrendered on 8 May 1945, followed by Japan on 2 September of that year.




    The unspeakable violence perpetrated during the course of this war took an unimaginable toll on the spirits of those involved, and the ideologies, values and mindsets of individuals throughout the world were affected by it for many years to come. Meanwhile, two countries emerged from the war stronger than ever: the United States of America and the Soviet Union, both of which lost no time in establishing their dominance over the rest of the world almost before the dust began to settle. The postwar period was also marked by the dawning realisation that these two superpowers were headed down paths that lay in stark political and ideological opposition to one another (capitalism and communism, respectively), and the resulting antagonism between them gave rise to the Cold War (1947-1991), which had a profound impact on global history for the next 45 years.
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