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    CHARLES DICKENS




    ENGLISH WRITER AND SOCIAL CRITIC




    

      	Born in Landport (United Kingdom) in 1812.




      	Died in Higham (United Kingdom) in 1870.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Oliver Twist (1837-39), novel




          	
A Christmas Carol (1843), novel




          	
Great Expectations (1860-1861), novel


        


      


    




    Charles Dickens was born in England in 1812 and was briefly educated in private schools as a child. By 1824, his father had amassed a large amount of debt and was sent to prison, accompanied by his wife and youngest children. To help his family, Dickens, who was one of the older children, left school and worked long hours in a boot-blacking warehouse. His father was eventually released and in 1832 Dickens decided to try his hand at writing.




    The majority of his works were serialised in various periodicals and, as such, feature many cliff-hangers to entice his readership to read the next chapter. Additionally, he often drew inspiration from his impoverished childhood: for example, his father’s time in prison inspired the prison in Little Dorrit (1855-1857). Dickens was involved in many philanthropic endeavours, such as funding a house for “fallen” working-class women. His works were often modelled on the picaresque novels of the 18th century and were frequently satirical in nature. They have inspired many modern adaptations as well as being very popular in their own time.




    His influence is so widespread that many commemorative statues have been built in his honour; he has been featured on postage stamps and was even chosen by the Bank of England to appear on the £10 note between 1992 and 2003.


  




  

    HARD TIMES




    A NOVEL OF FACT AND FANCY




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Dickens, C. (2018) Hard Times. [eBook] Rose Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1854




      	
Themes: reason vs. sentiment, morality and culpability, industrialisation, the role of women, social classes, the mechanisation of humans, utilitarianism


    




    Hard Times was first published in 1854 as a serial in Dickens’ own publication, Household Words. The story is set in the fictitious Victorian industrial town of Coketown, based on similar Northern mill-towns, where Thomas Gradgrind lives with his wife and five children. He has founded a school to educate the local children, including his own, about the importance of philosophy, self-interest and fact. The story follows the lives of the two eldest Gradgrind children, Tom and Louisa, and their disillusionment with their father’s teachings. It also relates the life story of one of the “Hands” (the lowest factory workers), Stephen Blackpool, who is found guilty of a crime he did not commit.




    Hard Times is the shortest of Dickens’ novels and was generally well-received by its contemporaries. However, critics were divided on its brilliance; John Ruskin (English art critic, 1819-1900) heralded it as his favourite of Dickens’ novels because of its exploration of social questions, while others did not appreciate its socialist leanings.
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