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			The Battle of Gettysburg


			Key information


			

					
When: 1-3 July 1863


					
Where: South of Gettysburg (Pennsylvania, USA)


					
Context: The American Civil War (1861-1865)


					
Belligerents: The Union (north of the present-day United States) against the Confederate States of the south of the present-day United States


					
Commanders and leaders:
	Robert Edward Lee, commanding general of the Confederate troops (1807-1870)


	George Edward Pickett, Confederate general (1825-1875)


	George Gordon Meade, commanding general of the Army of the Potomac of the Union (1815-1872)







					
Outcome: Union victory


					
Victims:
	Unionist camp: approximately 3 000 dead, 15 000 wounded and 5 000 captured


	Confederate camp: approximately 5 000 dead, 13 000 wounded and 6 000 captured







			


			Introduction


			The Battle of Gettysburg was fought between the troops of the Union and the Confederate troops during the American Civil War. Won by the northern troops, the ground combat is often considered one of the turning points of the war and one of the bloodiest of the conflict. On both sides, losses were particularly high.


			The American nation, which was still relatively new, was in a deep crisis in the 1860s that saw many states pitted against one another over the topic of slavery: the states located in the north wanted to abolish slavery, while those in the south opposed this fiercely, fearing for their economy which was based on an agrarian society, where the exploitation of slaves was paramount. This quarrel gave rise to two clans: the Union, which included the northern states, and the Confederacy, which consisted of 11 states that decided to secede.


			From the beginning of the war until the middle of 1863, the armies of Confederate General Robert Edward Lee dominated the Unionist troops, without winning a decisive battle. Seeking to strike a fatal blow to the opponent, he advanced his armies into Union territory. The northern troops, determined to prevent a threat to Washington, accidentally came across the Confederate Army at Gettysburg on 1st July 1863. This was followed by three days of battle, in which the southern troops tried in vain to pierce the defenses of the northern armies, which held on with difficulty. On 3 July 1863, realizing that the fighting was in vain and particularly bloody, General Robert Edward Lee decided to retreat, thus accepting defeat.


		




		

			Political and social context


			The abolition of slavery and the secession


			The Civil War saw the U.S. divide over the question of slavery. From the 1850s, the gap between the northern states, which were abolitionists, and the southern states, which were pro-slavery, became unbridgeable. While in the north, the abolition of slavery was considered necessary for a country that advocated equality and freedom, in the south, states were fundamentally opposed to the idea because their agrarian economy depended on slavery. The workforce was absolutely necessary for their cotton.


			Tensions between the north and the south peaked in 1860, when the Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) became the 16th president of the United States. During the election campaign, not a single southern state gave him support because he presented himself as being deeply opposed to slavery. Refusing to be led by a man whose convictions were contrary to their own, they decided to secede, following the lead of South Carolina, which was the first to do so. From 4 February 1861, the Confederate States of America was created and led by an interim president, Jefferson Davis (1808-1889), who moved to the new capital of Richmond. 


			Meanwhile, Abraham Lincoln refused the separation imposed by the southern states and considered using force to bring them back within the Union. Both sides had to prepare for a war that seemed inevitable. However, the stakes were different for the two entities that would compete:


			

					The southern secessionists were not trying to conquer the north; they only wanted to preserve their type of society and economy. Therefore, the implemented strategy involved exhausting the northerners until peace was proclaimed.
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