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			Honoré de Balzac


			French writer


			

					Born in Tours in 1799.


					Died in Paris in 1850.


					
Notable works:
	
The Chouans (1829), novel


	
Eugénie Grandet (1833), novel


	
Father Goriot (1835), novel







			


			Honoré de Balzac was one of the major French writers of the 19th century. As a young man, he found his way into the world of the Parisian aristocracy, where he became a fixture in the years that followed. However, he was soon ruined by various disastrous business ventures and his excessive lifestyle: literary writing, which he undertook passionately and diligently, became his only way of paying off his debts.


			He was an ambitious man and embarked on a monumental work, La Comédie Humaine (“The Human Comedy”), which features more than 90 novels and which aimed to draw a complete portrait of the society of his time, so vast that it could compete with the official records. The most famous novels in the series include Eugénie Grandet (1833) and Father Goriot (1835).


			Balzac is considered to be one of the founding fathers of the modern realist novel.


		




		

			The Girl with the Golden Eyes 


			A typically Balzacian picture of values


			

					
Genre: novella


					
Reference edition: De Balzac, H. (2017). The Girl with the Golden Eyes. Trans. Marriage, E. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.


					
1st edition: 1834 


					
Themes: plotting, passion, female power, dandyism 


			


			The novella The Girl with the Golden Eyes was written and published in 1834. It is the final book of History of the Thirteen trilogy, following the previous two works in the series La Duchesse de Langeais and Ferragus. Each of the three parts of the series presents one of the members of the secret society of the Thirteen, in an epic, yet also personal manner, as they come up against the resistance of a woman. The Girl with the Golden Eyes, like the two novellas that it follows, has been subjected to a great deal of criticism, some of it justified. It has been particularly criticised for its lack of internal coherence, as well as the weak link between the three texts provided by the often artificial backdrop of the secret society of the Thirteen. Nevertheless, The Girl with the Golden Eyes still contains some of Balzac’s most frequent themes: plotting, history and individual passions. 
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