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    FORD MADOX FORD




    ENGLISH NOVELIST, POET AND EDITOR




    

      	Born in Surrey in 1873.




      	Died in Deauville in 1939.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
The Inheritors (1901), novel (cowritten with Joseph Conrad)




          	
The Fifth Queen (1906-1908), historical novel trilogy




          	
Parade’s End (1924-1928), novel tetralogy


        


      


    




    Ford Madox Ford, formerly Ford Madox Heuffer, had parents with both artistic and musical connections. As a consequence, he grew up surrounded by the intellectual and cultural elite of his time. Ford eloped with Elsie Martindale in 1894, but suffered a breakdown from stress caused by the disintegration of his relationship with his wife, aggravated by financial difficulties, in 1904. Following a relationship with the writer Violet Hunt, Ford departed for France, where he lived with the painter Stella Bowen. After World War I he changed his last name from the German Heuffer to Ford.




    Throughout his life Ford was a prolific writer of novels, poetry and criticism, as well as editor of the English Review. The Good Soldier is considered his finest work. It is notable for its use of flashbacks and of an unreliable narrator. Furthermore, his novel tetralogy Parade’s End continues to be admired for its portrayal of World War I.


  




  

    THE GOOD SOLDIER




    A TALE OF PASSION




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Ford, F. M. (2011) The Good Soldier. Ware: Wordsworth Classics.




      	
1st edition: 1915




      	
Themes: marriage, society, infidelity, passion, deceit


    




    The first person narrator, John Dowell, tells the story of the relationship between him and his wife, Florence, and another couple, Edward and Leonora Ashburnham, and their ward, Nancy Rufford. John constructs the story through a series of memories, which are not related in chronological order. This technique creates a disjointed narrative; an effect which is deepened by the narrator’s shifting perceptions of the characters. In this respect, Ford’s novel is a precursor to the experimental novels of high modernism, which are characterised by departures from the traditional narrative coherence of Victorian realism and of conventional Edwardian novels. The Good Soldier continues to excite critical attention. The uncertain ethical atmosphere which pervades the book reflects the loss of social and moral stability felt in the early part of the 20th century, and the account of the turbulent relationships between the characters may be construed as an echo of Ford’s own disorderly personal life.
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