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    PATRICIA HIGHSMITH




    AMERICAN NOVELIST




    

      	Born in Fort Worth in 1921.




      	Died in Locarno in 1995.




      	

        Notable works:



        

          	
Strangers on a Train (1950), novel




          	
The Talented Mr. Ripley (1955), novel




          	
A Dog’s Ransom (1972), novel


        


      


    




    Patricia Highsmith was one of the most important thriller and mystery writers of the 20th century. Her work explores the psychological underpinnings behind criminal minds and investigates the philosophical questions behind crime, including the notions of good and evil.




    A number of her novels explore the personalities of criminals and seek to uncover how a person can deviate far enough from social norms to become a murderer.




    Highsmith wrote 22 novels and several short story collections and essays, and her works have been adapted numerous times for the cinema and the theatre. She first rose to fame after Alfred Hitchcock (1899-1980) adapted her novel Strangers on a Train in 1951, and her career spanned five decades. One of her most important works is the Ripley series, commonly known as the “Ripliad”, which started with The Talented Mr. Ripley and follows the life of a charming con artist and serial killer.




    In her personal life, Highsmith was known for her hostile manners and reclusive character. Throughout her life, Highsmith had alcohol abuse problems and suffered from cyclical depression, as well as a number of other physical and mental conditions.


  




  

    THE PRICE OF SALT




    LOVE WITH A HAPPY ENDING




    

      	
Genre: novel




      	
Reference edition: Highsmith, P. (1984) The Price of Salt. Tallahassee: Naiad Press.




      	
1st edition: 1952




      	
Themes: love, chance encounters, LGBT rights, romantic relationships, coming of age


    




    The Price of Salt was Patricia Highsmith’s second novel. It explores how two very different women (a rich, unhappily married blonde and a solitary 19-year-old bohemian) fall in love in New York in the 1950s, and the obstacles they must face.




    Highsmith was inspired to write the novel by her own experience: when she was working as a sales clerk at a department store, she became infatuated with a client, a wealthy, much older woman wearing a fur coat who asked for a doll. Based on that encounter and later that night, in a feverish state, Highsmith wrote most of the plot for the book.




    Although upon its first publication as a hardcover, the novel received mixed reviews, it became extremely popular in its paperback version. Hundreds of thousands of readers became interested in a fictional love story between two women that ended well, an extremely rare case.




    Initially, Highsmith published The Price of Salt under the pseudonym of Claire Morgan. In the 1989 afterword to the reissue (published as Carol under Highsmith’s own name), Highsmith explained that she did so out of fear of being labelled a lesbian fiction writer, just like she had been labelled a mystery and crime writer after the publication of Strangers on a Train.



OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
The Price
of Salt

BY PATRICIA HIGHSMITH





OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
BOOK ANALYSIS

Written by Alba Diez de Ure

The Price
of Salt

BY PATRICIA HIGHSMITH

Bright

=Summaries.com





OEBPS/Images/BS-promo1.jpg
4
a
e
<
Z
<
X
(o)
(o)
Q

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





