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			Nikolai Gogol


			Russian writer


			

					Born in Sorochyntsi (Russia) in 1809


					Died in Moscow in 1852


					
Notable works: 
	
Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka (1831-1832), short story collection


	
Arabesques (1835), short story collection


	
Dead Souls (1842), novel 







			


			Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol (1809-1852) was the son of a small property landlord in Ukraine and left for St. Petersburg at the age of 20 for a career in the civil service. Quickly disappointed by his ambitions, he abandoned bureaucracy in 1831 to devote himself solely to literature. He was introduced to Pushkin who encouraged him to write, and was first known for his short story collections: Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka (1831-1832) and Arabesques (1835). The theatrical success of The Government Inspector in 1836 was thought by him to be a misunderstanding, from which stemmed a long period of travels across Western Europe. From 1840 until his death, he dedicated himself to writing Dead Souls, his unfinished masterpiece. A very psychologically fragile man, he fell little by little into mysticism and insanity.


		




		

			The Nose


			A fantastic and grotesque novella


			

					
Genre: short story


					
Reference edition: Gogol, N. (1999) The Collected Tales of Nikolai Gogol. Trans. Pevear, R. and Volokhonsky, L. New York: Vintage Books.


					
First edition: 1835


					
Themes: Russian society, the absurd, ambition, bureaucracy, poverty, solitude


			


			The Nose was published for the first time in 1835 in the literary journal The Contemporary with an introduction by Alexander Pushkin, and it also appeared in the collection entitled Petersburg Tales (1843). Kovalev, the hero of this short story, is a low-ranking civil servant that is full of himself and obsessed with social recognition. One fine day, for no reason, his nose disappears. Offended, Kovalev then leaves in search of his nose, convinced that he is the victim of a conspiracy. Kovalev’s desperate search is the chance for Gogol to depict society in St. Petersburg and to reveal its quirks, abjection and vacuity. A pioneer of the absurd, Gogol shows, through his novella, inadequate characters who lose themselves in a world devoid of sense. 
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